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MEMORIAL. 

!T'o  the  Bonorable  the  Congress  of  the  United  States:  the  mej^oridt  of  ' 
Thomas  Tenant^  and  George  Stiles^  of  the  city  of  BalUmor^^  mer- 
chants^ respectfully  represents^  / 

That  they  are  the  ifWDers  of  two  Vesseb,  one  called  the  fkk* 
pleton,  owned  by  the  former  of  your  memorialista,  the  other  caHed 
the  Ann,  owned  by  the  latter;  both  of  which  vessels  are  furnished 
with  certificates  of  sealetters,  that  were  granted  to  them  previous  to 
the  act  of  Congress,  passed  in  March,  1810,  which  prohibited  the  it* 
suing  of  such  documents  in  future,  to  any  other  vessels  than  those  A-' 
ready  in  possession  of  them,  or  were  then  entitled  to  receive  thecar;' 
ITour  memorialists  represent,  that  they  continued  to  employ  their  ves«^ 
sels  for  several  years,  under  the  provisions  of  the  existing  la#s  of  the 
iTnited  States,  in  a  way  somewhat  beneficial  to  their  interest,  though 
not  without  feeling  the  disadvantages  resulting  from  the  discrimina'^ 
tion  of  tonnage  and  foreign  duties,  in  favor  of  American  built  and  re* 
mtered  vessels;  but  in  consequence  of  the  late  convention  between 
lie  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  by  which  British  vessels  are  ad* 
lijtted  to  a  participation  of  all  the  advantages  of  American  registered 
iressels,  your  memorialists  are  likely  to  be  wholly  deprived  of  the  use 
and  employment  of  their  said  vessels. 

Before  the  formation  of  the  convention,  your  memorialists  \rtit 
enabled  to  enter  into  a  competition  with  British  owners,  in  obtaining 
freights  and  employment  for  their  vessels,  as  they  were  equally  sub- 
ject to  the  burdens  of  foreign  tonnage  dnd  duties;  but  since  the  rati* 
fication  of  the  convention,  the  discrimination  that  formerly  existed  be* 
tween  American  registered  and  British  ships,  is  entirely  removed,  and 
j^ey  are  respectively  entitled  to  the  privileges  and  exemptions  belong- 
ing  to  the  vessels  of  either  nation  in  the  ports  of  the  other.  Ilie  di- 
rect consequence  of  the  arrangement  made  by  the  convention  afore* 
said,  is  to  place  the  vessels  of  your  memorialists,  and  others  similarly 
circumstanced,  upon  a  more  unfavorable  footing,  even  in  the  ports  of 
the  United  States,  than  British  vessels.  It  is  confidently  believed,  if 
^ese  consequences  had  been  foreseen  when  the  convention  was  form- 
ed, that  a  provision  would  have  been  made,  to  secure  to  American 
TCalettered  vesseb,  all  the  privileges  and  advantages  that  were  grant* 
ra  by  that  instrunoent  to  British  shipping.  11|is  was  a  measure  dic- 
tated no  less  by  motives  of  sound  policy  than  oTstrict  justice  towards 
the  owners  of  that  class  of  American  propertv.  As  the  United  States 
were  about  to  relioquiih  by  the  provisions  ot  the  treaty,  that  princible 
of  policy  in  their  navigatidn  system,  which  reserved  i^ec\xV\«x  t\^^ 
and  exemptions  to  AtnerJcan  roistered  vesstla^  and  \o  cot&tt  txa  ^o^^ 


[132j  4 

of  Great  Britain  a  mutual  participation  of  these  privileges,  there  could 
no  longer  exist  any  reason  why  the  distinction  should  be  continued, 
between  the  vessels  of  American  citizens  having  certificates  of  regis- 
try, and  those  sailing  under  sealetters  only.  So  long  as  the  United 
States  adopted  the  policy  of  encouraging  the  built  of  their  own  ves- 
sels, by  granting  them  peculiar  rights,  it  was  in  perfect  accordance 
with  that  system,  to  retain  and  continue  the  discriminating  duties  and 
tonnage  in  relation  to  vessels  of  the  description  owned  by  your  me« 
morialists;  but  when  that  policy  was  abandoned  by  the  stimulations  of 
the  late  convention,  the  situation  ot  things  was  wholly  changed,  and 
an  opposite  plan  of  conduct  became  the  tqpe  interest  of  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States:  besides,  your  memorialists  are  led  to  be- 
lieve, that  on  this  change  of  foreign  policy  taking  place,  it  becanoe 
imperiously  the  duty  of  the  government,  to  guard  the  property  of  your 
memorialists  against  the  injurious  and  oppressive  operation  of  the^pro* 
visions  of  the  treaty,  since  otherwise  they  would  be  deprived  of  that 
equal  protection,  \Yhich  the  constitution  and  laws  secure  alike  toavery 
citizen  of  the  United  States. 

Tour  memorialists  would  also  take  leave  to  suggest  another  con- 
sideration, which  they  humbly  believe  to  be  entitled  to  some  consi* 
deration,  in  your  deliberations  on  this  subject*  "^I^ey  became  the 
owners  of  these  vessels  on  the  faith  of  the  laws  then  in  operation; 
they  had  a  fair  ri^ht  to  calculate,  that  no  subsequent  act  of  the  govern* 
ment  would  subject  their  property  in  these  vessels,  to  burdens  and 
disadvantages,  which  would  have  the  effect,  not  only  to  greatly  lessen 
their  value,  but  to  render  them  almost  wholly  useless  to  their  owners. 
But  such  will  be  the  condition  of  your  memorialists,  in  consequence 
of  the  late  convention  with  Great  Briuin,  unless  your  honorable  body 
will  interfere,  by  authorizing  the  grant  of  certificates  of  registry  to  ^ 
those  vessels,  which  may  eutiiie  them  to  the  ordinary  privileges  of 
American  vessels. 

Your  memorialists  are  well  assured,  that  the  number  of  vessels 
belonging  to  the  United  Sutes  which  may  require  this  legislative  re- 
lief, is  very  limited,  perhaps  not  exceeding  six,  (if  so  many)  since  no^ 
such  documents  could  have  been  issued  after  the  act  of  Congress,  pass- 
ed in  the  month  of  March,  1810.  . 

Your  memorialists,  therefore,  with  confidence  appeal  to  the  jus- 
tice and  liberality  of  the  government,  that  they  will  not  be  compelled 
to  suffer  their  vessels  to  lie  rotting  at  their  wharves  for  want  of  em- 
ployment, while  British  vessels  are  permitted  to  enter  our  ports,  and 
to  enjoy  those  rights  and  advantages,  which  fare  denied  to  the  vessels 
of  native  America^  citizens,  when  neither  reasons  of  policy  nor  jus- 
tice demand  the  sacrifice. 

And  your  memorialists,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever  pray,  &c. 

\  THOMAS  TENANT. 

\  GEO.  STILES. 

^       J!f^//imare,  J4ftuary  30th^  1818, 
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IN  SENATE 

OF 

THE  UNITED  STATES, 

Mi^H9,  1818. 

The  Committee  of  Commerce  aqd  MaDuract;ures  have  considered  tho 
memorial  of  Thomas  Tenant  and  George  Stiles^  of  the  city  of 
Baltimore,  merchants,  which  was  referred  to  them  by  the  Senate, 
and  they  submit  tlie  following 
REPORr: 

The  memorialiata  state,  that  they  are  the  owners  of  two  vessels, 
which  are  furnished  with  sealetters  or  certificates  of  property,  grant- 
ed before  the  26th  of  March,  1810;  and  they  solicit  the  legislature, 
that  certificates  of  registry  may  be  granted  to  these  vessels. 

It  is  not  stated  when  or  where  these  vessels  were  built;  by  whom 
they  were  built,  by  whom  they  were  owned  in  the  first  instance,  who 
may  have  been  their  successive  owners,  or  how  or  when  they  came 
;o^thp  hands  of  the  present  memorialists.  Upon  all  these  points, 
memorialists  are  silent.  By  induction,  however,  from  what  is 
stated,  it  follows  as  a  necessary  conclusion,  that  these  vessels  were 
either  built  in  a  foreign  country,  pr,  if  built  in  this  country,  had  be* 
me  foreign  vessels  by  becoming  the  property  of  a  foreigner,  I>efore 
\hcy  were  purchased  by  the  memorialists. 

According  to  the  existing  laws,  vessels  of  the  United  States,  re- 
gistered as  such,  are  those  only  which  are  built  within  the  United 
States,  those  which  arc  captured  in  war  by  our  citizens  and  condemn- 
ed as  prize,  and  those  which  are  adjudged  to  be  forfeited  for  a  breach 
of  the  laws  of  the  United  States;  and  in  all  these  cases  they  must  be- 
long wholly  to  citizens.  If  a  registered  vessel  is  at  any  time  trans- 
ferred wholly  or  in  part,  to  a  foreigner,  she  loses  the  character  and 
benefits  of  a  vessel  of  the  Uuited  States- 

Proceeding  then  upon  the  facts  and  principles  stated,  it  results 

that  the  Stapteton  and  the  Ann,  the  two  vessels  in  question,  are  not 

registered  as  vessels  of  the  United  Slates,  either  because  they  were 

built  in  a  foreign  country,  or  because,  if  built  in  this  country,  they 

have  lost  their  national  character  by  some  transfer  to  a  foreigner.     In 

•^probability,  they  are  vessels  of  foreign  construction,  purchased  by 

the  memorialists.     But  it  is  clear,  that  they  were  either  built  in  some 

other  country,  or  if  built  in  this  country,  that  they  have  forfeited  the 

^aracter  which  might  result  from  that  fact.    They  arc ^\hettfote> 


foreign  vessels,  but  their  owaers  arc  citizens. 


i 


The  bentfita  aod  privileges  of  vessels  of  the  0aked  Staler,  ooa* 
sist  principally  in  the  foUowiog  points: 

i.  They  are  entitled  to  import  merchandise  from  foreign  couo* 
tries,  upon  terms  more  favorable  than  are  allowed  to  other  vessels; 
the  duties  on  the  goods  impoi^ed  beifvg  one  tenth  more,  when  the 
importation  is  in  any  other,  than  a  vessel  of  the  United  States. 

2.  They  are  entitled  to  enter  our  ports  from  foreign  ports,  upon 
paying  a  duty  of  six  cents  upon  each  ton  of  their  capacity;  wnile 
other  vessels  are  required  to  pay  fifty  cents  a  ton. 

5.  They  are  entitled  to  engage  in  the  coasting  trade,  or  the  trade 
between  one  port  of  the  United  Stat<||  and  another,  from  which  all 
other  vessels  are  excluded. 

4.  lliey  are  entitled  to  engage  in  the  fisheries,  with  advantages 
not  allowed  to  other  vessels. 

5.  They  are  exempted  from  the  duty  of  fifty  cents  a  ton,  deno- 
minated light  money,  which  is  exacted  from  foreign  vessels  upon  en* 
tering  our  ports. 

In  these  cases,  the  advantages  of  a  vessel  of  the  United  States, 
are  at  the  same  time  the  disadvantages  of  a  vessel  not  of  that  cha- 
racter. 

The  vessels  in  question  are  furnished  with  sea  letters  or  certifi* 
cates  of  property.  The  sea  letter  or  certificate  of  property  is  a  docu- 
ment, which  certifies,.that  the  vessel  described  in  it,  is  the  property 
of  a  citizen  of  the  United  States.  Its  use  is  merely  to  show,  that  the 
owner  of  the  vessel  is  one  of  our  citiaens;  and  its  principal  object  is, 
to  ^how  this  fact  on  the  ocean  or  in  foreign  countries.  In  our  own 
country  it  confers  no  privilege  on  the  vessel,  except  in  the  single  in- 
stance of  light  money,  which  is  not  charged  upon  vessels  possessing 
this  document. 

When,  therefore,  a  vessel  is  built  in  the  United  States,  and  has 
continued  to  be,  and  is,  owned  wholly  by  citizens,  her  character  is 
established  by  the  register  or  certificate  of  registry,  which  confers 
important  advantages.  When  a  vessel  is  built  in  a  foreign  country, 
or  having  been  built  in  this  countr)',  has  been  at  any  time  the  pro« 
perty  of  a  foreigner,  and  the  vessel  has  in  either  case  become  the 
properly  of  our  citizens,  the  fact  that  her  present  owners  are  citizens, 
IS  certified  and  shown,  as  in  the  present  instance,  by  the  sealetter  or 
certificate  of  property.  But  this  document  gives  to  the  vessel  no  ad- 
vantage here,  excepting  an  exemption  from  light  money,  and  though 
the  vessel  is  owned  by  citizens,  she  is  regarded  as  a  foreign  vessel  in 
all  those  respects,  in  which  particular  privileges  are  conferred  by  our 
laws  on  vessels  of  the  United  States. 

When  thcs'j  vessels  were  purchased  by  the  memorialists,  they 
were  under  an  existing  disabUity  ever  to  become  vessels  of  the  United 
States.  That  disa^U;ty  must  have  been  well  known  to  the  memo- 
rialists when  they  !)ccame  purchasers;  because  it  resulted  from  pub« 
lie  laws  and  an  established  system,  which  had  long  been  in  force. 
The'  vesseh  ivrrc  foreign  vessels;   they  were  not  registered;  they 


7  Cl32] 

never  eoutd  be  iregislered;  and  if  they  should  be  employed  ifi  the 
Tade  of  the  United  Statfes,  th^r  must  be  subject  to  the  disabilities  and 
liittidvaAltages  ijlipo^ed  on  all  vessels  not  of  the  United  SHites.  Eve« 
y  one  of  these  facts  and  fegulatiohs  was  known  to  the  memorialists; 
md  knowing  them  all,  they  purchased  the  vessels.  If  these  disad* 
rantages  diftninished  the  value  of  the  two  vessels  to  their  former 
i^ers,  they  lit  teiat  equally  dimitiished  their  value  to  the  memori* 
ilists,  when  tUey  became  the  purchaser^.  It  is,  therefore,  not  to  be 
loubted,  that  in  tht  prites  which  the  memorialists  giive  for  these 
festeb,  they  paid  so  much  less  for  therh,  as  was  supposed  to  be  the 
li&erence  MtWeen  the  value,||^hich  these  vessels  would  have  borne, 
f  they  hild  been  registered,  and  the  value  which  they  actually  bore, 
ibre^stefed,  9ind  incapablb  of  being  registered,  as  they  were. 

To  grant,  therefore,  to  these  vessels  the  capacity  of  receiving 
registers  nbW,  would  be  to  confer  on  them  new  privileges,  which  we^o 
not  etnoyed  by  them  before,  which  were  not  foreseen  or  expected  by 
iieir  former  owners,  or  by  the  memorialists  when  they  became  the 
surchaser^;  for  iit4iich  the  ihemorialistshave  paid  no  equivalent;  and 
tot  the  want  of  which  they  have  sustained  no  loss:  smce,  so  far  as 
the  legal  disadvantages  of  these  vessels  diminished  their  value,  they 
so  &r  diminished  the  consideration,  for  which  they  were  purchased 
by  the  present  ibemorialists. 

Tnese  vessels  possess  sealetters  or  certificates  of  property;  -lind 
this  is  urged  as  a  reason  for  granting  to  them,  registers.  If  the  sea* 
IktXtt  or  certificate  of  property,  be  regarded  merely  as  the  proof  of 
Etcts,  it  is  not  perceived,  Why  this  proof,  should  give  a  better  clain^ 
do  a  renster,  dian  the  san^  facts  would  give  in  any  other  case  in 
■ihich  they  nlay  exist,  without  this  formal  proof.  l%e  sealetter  or 
Certificate  of  propehy  shotrs,  that  the  vessel  is  foreign,  lind  that  the 
swner  is  a  citusen.  Why  then,  has  not  any  other  citizen,  who  is  the 
awner  of  another  foreign  vessel,  as  just  a  claim  to  receive  a  register 
S)r  his  vessel?  The  filets  being  the  same  in  both  cases,  it  is  not  seen^ 
■vhy  the  circumstance  that  they  are  shown  in  one  case  by  this  parti* 
^ilar  document,  dnd  in  another  by  different  proofs,  should  constitute 
^  difference  in  equity  between  the  respective  cases,  in  regard  to  theii: 
-laims  fer  registers.  And  if  the  vessels  in  question  should  receive 
^^gisters,  reasons  of  equity  and  favor  to  our  own  citizens  might 
f  4iially  require,  that  registers  should  also  be  granted  to  other  foreign 
Vessels  held  by  bur  citizens. 

But  the  memorialists  cite  the  law  of  the  26th  of  March  1810s 
^^ch  enacted,  that  after  the  thirtieth  of  Jiine  in  that  year,  no  sea- 
^^er  or  document  certifying  a  vessel  to  be  the  property  of  a  citizen 
?^  the  United  Butes,  shodld  be  issued  except  to  those  vessels,  which 
•Qieo  had,  or  were  entided  to  recieive  such  documents.    The  two  ves- 
sels in  question,  had   received  their  sealetters  or  certificates,  before 
^e  26th  of  March  IftlO;  ftnd  this  fact  is  considered  by  the  m^mo* 
'^^sts,  in  connecdon  with  that  Uw,  as  constituting  a  rt^otk^  itit 
t^^^g  tt^Mten  td  these  teiseb* 
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'  If  the  fatt,  that  these  vessels  possess  sealeitcrs  or  certificates  of 
property,  is  no  rc^ison  that  they  should  now  receive  registers,  it  ap- 
pears to  be  aot  le»s  true,  that  the  fact,  that  these  documents  vere  is- 
sued'before  the  26ih  of  March  1810,  constitutes  no  reason  in  favor 
of  the  applicatioa. 

Though  our  laws  seaire  important  privileges  to  vessels  of  theUni* 
ted  States,  they  stili  allow  our  citizens  to  purchase  foreign  vessels,  and  to 
employ  them  in  commerce;  subject  to  the  disabilities  and  disadvan- 
tages impoficd  on  vessels  held  aud  employed  by  foreigners.     In  the 
progress  of  our  commerce,  it  has  frequendy  been  found  convenient, 
by  our  citizens,  to  purchase  and  emply  foreign  vesselsi  not  only  in 
common  with  vessels  of  the  United  States,  bnt  sometimes  in  prefer* 
ence  to  them;  notwithstanding  the  disadvantages  to  which  foreign 
vessels  are  subjected  by  our  laws.     Various  causes,  have  at  different 
times,  concurred  to  produce  this  effect.     The  direct  commerce  be* 
tween  the  United  States,  and  other  countries',  in  articles  of  which  we 
and  they,  are  reciprocally  producers  and  consumers,  has  been  great 
and  increasing.     Where  the  object  of  the  merchant  or  ship  owner,  was 
merely  to  export  a  cargo  from  this  country;  or  when  his  object  was,  to 
transport  a  cargo  from  one  foreign  place  to  another,  a  vessel  of  foreign 
origin,  held  by  a  citizen,  had  almost  every  advantage  which  belonged 
to  a  vessel  of  die  United  States.    The  neutral  position  of  the  United 
States,  while  some  of  the  principal  commercial  nations  were  at  war, 
enabled  us  to  employ  a  great  amoimt  of  tonnage  in  commerce  witk 
those  nations  in  articles  produced  in  foreign  countries,  and  destined 
for  the  consumption  of  other  foreign  couucries.     In  this  commerce, 
a  vessel  of  the  United  States,  had  little  orno  advantage  over  a  vessel 
of  foreign  origin,  owned  I>y  our  citr^ens.     The  wars  of  other  coiui* 
triesy  by  interrupting  their  ordinary  commerce,  had  diminished  the 
value  of  their  own  vessels;  and  as  our  commerce  increased  from  th^ 
same  cause,  our  citizens  purchased  foreign  vessels,  w(iich  had  thus 
))een  reduced  to  low  prices*     It  had  become  a  practice,  though  it  was 
never  expressly  authorized  or  required  by  law,  to  issue  from  our  cus- 
tom houses  to  a  citizen,  the  owner  of  a  foreign  vessel,  a  certificate, 
stating  that  <he  vessel  was  the  property  of  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States.     This  document,  sometime3  called  a  sealetter,  and   some- 
times a  certificate  of  property,  served  abroad,  to  evince  the  fact,  that 
the  vessel  was  the  property  of  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  so 
to  give  it  a  national  character.     For  these  purposes,  the  sealetter  or 
certificate  of  property,  was  nearly  as  useful,  as  the  register.     From 
all  these  causes,  many  vessels  of  foreign  origin,  came  to  be  owned 
and  employed  by  our  own  citizens;  and  for  these  vessels,  sealetter^ 
or  certificates  of  property  bad  been  issued.    Thus,  a  considerable 
amount  of  tonnage  in  vessels  of  foreign  construction,  was  broght 
by  our  own  citisens,  into  competition  with  our  registered  tonnage^ 
and  by  this  competition,  the  employment  and  the  value  of  our  regis* 
tered  vessels,  were  diminished.     The  advantages  of  employing  ves^ 
sela  of  /breiga  origin,  instead  of  nhose  of  our  own  constructioD|  de^ 


9  tl323 

pended  priacipalljr  upon  the  sealetter  or  certificate  of  properly;  which 
^jtt|  furaished'of  course,  to  any  citizen  who  purchased  a  foreign 
▼mel. 

Such  was  tht  state  of  our  shipping,  in  March,  1810.  To  arrest  d 
course  of  things  so  injurious  to  our  registered  vessels,  and  to  the  in« 
terests  concerned  in  ship  building  in  our  country,  the  law  of  the  26th 
of  March,  1810,  was  enacted.  That  law  prohibited  the  practice  of  is- 
suing se  ale  tters  or  certificates  of  property,  after  the  thirtieth  of  June 
in  that  year,  to  any  vessels  except  those  then  entitled  to  them.  It  left 
our  citizens  free  to  purchase  foreign  vessels,  but  denied  to  them  the 
right  of  receiving  from  our  public  au.horities,  any  official  evidence 
of  their  property  in  such  vessels. 

The  law  of  the  26th  of  March,  1810,  thus  distinguished  vessels 
of  foreign  origin,  held  by  our  citizens,  into  those  furnished  with  sea« 
letters  or  certificates  of  property,  and  those  destitute  of  thatdocuraent^ 
and  incapable  of  receiving  it.  This  new  discrimination  was  highly 
favorable  to  those  vessels  which  were  provided  with  that  document* 
As  foreign  vessels  purchased  by  citizens  after  the  SOth  of  June,  1810^ 
cannot  receive  certificates  of  property,  or  any  document  of  that  na- 
ture, they  must  navigate  without  any  official  document  to  show  the 
national  character  of  their  owners.  Such  vessels,  were  thus  aentlered 
of  little  value,  compared  with  vessels  provided  with  sealetters  or  oer* 
tificates  of  property.  Those  provided  with  this  document,  were  ac« 
cordingly  enhanced  in  value,  as  the  advantages  derived  from  it,  were 
C3n6ned  to  those  which  then  enjoyed,  or  were  entitled  to  enjoy  it. 

Such  wasthe  situation  of  the  two  vessels  in  question,  in  1810* 
*rhese  vessels  having  sealetters  or  certificates  of  property,  were  then 
Qiuch  enhanced  in  value,  by  excluding  other  foreign  vessels  purchased 
by  citizens,  from  the  advantages  of  that  document.  It  has  constantly 
9ince  been,  as  it  now  is,  in  the  power  oi  the  memorialists,  to  aVait 
themselves  of  these  advantages,  and  that  enhancement  of  value. 

Tet,  because  an  important  advantage  was  conferred  upon  these  ves* 
^els,  by  an  act  of  the  government,  in  1810,  that  very  act  of  the  govern* 
^nent  is  now  urged  as  a  reason  for  granting  to  these  vessels,  still  high* 
«r  and  more  important  advantages* 

But  the  memorialisu  suggest,  that  the  vessek  which  now  po8« 
«ess  sealetters  or  certificates  of  property,  are  few  in  numbefi  and 
^bis  fact  is  stated  as  another  reason,  in  supportof  their  application  for 
^egiiiters.  The  committee  also  believe,  thai  the  vessels  now  possess- 
ing documents  of  this  kind,  are  not  numerous;  but  they  cannot  per^ 
^eive  in  this  fact,  any  good  reason  for  granting  registers  to  the  few 
irbich  may  be  in  this  situation.  Though  it  is  true,  that  these  vessels 
Would  form  no  great  addition  to  the  registered  toniiage  of  the  United 
StateSf  yet  that  truth  affords  no  claim  whatever  to  these  vessels  or  to 
'their  owners,  to  be  preferred  to  others,  in  making  an  addition  to  the 
Registered  toimage.  Any  other  citizen,  who  is  the  owner  of  a  foreign 
Vessel,  purchased  unce  1810^  though  he  cannot  obtain  a  certificate  of 
lais  property  in  the  ve^sel^has  as  much  reasoU)  aad  wa  mucki  tc^tj^X^ 
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stsk  a  register,  as  the  fnemorialists,  who  purchased  their  vessels  wh^p 
the  officers  of  the  customs  were  allowed  to  issue  certificates  of  prp^ 

If  the  sealetter  or  certificate  of  property,  be  a  valuable  document, 
affording  to  the  vessel  a  character  highly  advantageous,  in  certain  res- 
pects; and  if  such  documents  are  now  confined  to  a  few  vessels,  these 
vessels  are  the  more  valuable  on  that  account.  If  these  vessels  are 
few;  are  thus  secured  in  the  exclusive  enjoyment  of  this  species  of  do- 
cument, and  are  thus  rendered  more  valuable,  because  they  are  few; 
how  can  the  fact  that  they  are  few,  furnish  any  just  pretension,  to  a 
character  still  higher,  to  privileges  still  greater,  and  to  be  placed  in  the 
rank  of  registered  vessels  of  the  United  Stfles^ 

The  memorialists,  not  content  with  their  present  advaiitaees  over 
others,  present  themselves  to  complain  of  the  advantages  which  re« 
gistered  vessels  have  over  theirs;  and  the  amount  of  their  case,  in 
this  respect,  is,  that  their  vessels  are  not  so  valuable  as  they  would  br, 
if  they  were  registered,  but  are  more  valuable  than  vessels  which  have 
not,  and  cannot,  receive  sealetters  or  ci  tificatts  of  property.  Hence, 
Chey  conclude,  that  it  is  exi:^edient,that  their  vessels  should  be  register^ 
ed.  If  such  logic  is  satisfactory  to  the  memorialists,  it  does  not  con* 
vince  th^  committee.  To  the  committee  it  appears,  that  the  advan- 
tages already  possessed  by  the  memorialists,  are  sufficiently  great.  If 
these  advantages  have  become  greater,  in  proportion  as  the  number 
of  vessels  possessing  them,  has  become  less;  and  if  the  number  has 
itself  become  small,  these  facts  appear  to  be  no  reasons  for  granting  to 
this  small  number,  new  and  higher  privileges.  On  the  contrary,  they 
appear  to  be  reasons  against  the  application.  The  few  vessels  which 
remain  in  this  situation,  must  a' ready  be  old,  and  they  must  sooa 
cease  to  form  a  distinct  class  of  shipping. 

The  memorialists  proceed  to  represent,  that  their  situation,  in 
respect  to  these  two  vessels,  has  been  altered  to  their  detriment,  by 
the  commercial  convention  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Bri- 
tain, now  in  force;  and  that  by  the  operation  of  the  convention,  these 
vessels  are  not  only  greatly  lessened  in  value,  but  even  rendered  al- 
most useless  to  their  owners. 

If  this  representation  were  true,  in  its  utmost  extent,  and  if  it 
Were  admitted,  that  our  government  had,  by  concluding  the  conven- 
tion, incurred  an  obligation  to  afford  redress  to  any  of  its  citizens, 
who  might  suffer  by  the  operation  of  the  convention,  the  claim  of 
the  sufferers  would  be  to  receive,  and  the  obligation  of  the  govern- 
men  would  be  to  give,  a  just  indemnity  for  the  injury  sustained.  It 
tnight  be  a  question*  what  the  indemnity  should  be,  and  how  it  should 
be  afforded;  but  still  rt  would  be  redress  for  an  injury,  and  not  a  grant 
of  new  rights.  If  this  were  such  a  case,  and  if  here  were  such  an 
obligation,  the  proper  redress  might  be,  a  pecuniary  compensatioir 
from  the  Treasury,  adequate  to  the  injury  sustained  by  the  memori- 
alists. 

Instead^  however,  of  any  such  direct  redress,  the  memorialists 


I 


i 


11  £132] 

propose^  that  new  commercial  privileges  sl^ll  be  granted  to  their  vea* 
stis;  privileges  which  are  now  enjoyed  only  by  registered  ves* 
sels.  They  ask  for  themselves,  privileges  which  can  be  granted 
only  by  invading  the  privileges  of  others.  So  far  as  their  vessels  would 
derive  additional  value  from  registers,  so  far  would  the  value  of  all 
other  registered  vessels  be  impaired.  They  ask  as  equity  to  them- 
selves, Uiat  which  can  be  accorded  only  at  the  expense  of  othera» 
.  And  if  their  vessels  should  be  registered  by  a  special  act  of  the  go» 
vemment,the  owners  of  alt  other  registered  vessels,  might  complain 
of  that  act,  as  impairing  their  rights,  and  might  present  a  claim  for  re* 
dress,  similar  to  that  which,  according  to  the  memorialists,  has  re* 
suited  to  them,  from  the  convention  of  London. 

The  convention  regulates  commerce  only  between  die  United 
States,  and  the  British  territories  in  Eur;ope,  with  astipulation  for  the 
admission  of  our  vessels  into  certain  British  ports  in  the  East  Indies* 
By  the  convention,  vessels  of  the  United  States  are  now  admitted  into 
the  British  ports,  upon  terms  more  favorable  to  them^  than  those 
which  before  existed.  The  vessels  in  question,  are  not  received  as 
vessels  of  the  United  States,  either  in  the  British  ports,  or  in  our  own 
ports.  They  are  received  both  in  our  own  ports,  and  in  the  British 
ports,  exactly  as  they  were  received  before  the  convention!  and  upon 
the  terms  which  then  existed. 

As  a  remedy  for  their  grievance,  the  memorialists  propose,  that 

their  vessels  should  receive  registers.     Because  their  vessels  cannot 

trade  with  British  ports,  upon  terms  as  favorable  as  those  which  are 

secured  to  our  registered  vessels^  they  propose,  that  their  vessels 

should  receive  registers,  which  would  enable  them  to  go  every  where« 

smd  trade  with  all  the  world,  upon  terms  as  favorable  as  those  which 

are  enjoyed  every  where,  and  in  every  branch  of  commerce,  by  our 

registered  vessels.     Because  they  cannot  trade  with  Great  Britaiui 

^pon  equal  terms  with  registered  vessels,  they  ask  leave  to  trade  with 

^11  the  world,  upon  equal  terms  with  our  registered  vessels.    Because 

mhey  are  subjected  to  a  disadvantage  in  the  competition  between  their 

^resseb  and  other  vessels,  in  a  particular  branch  of  trade,  they  de'sire, 

^ot  only  that  the  particular  disadvantage  of  which  they  complain, 

should  be  removed,  but  they  also  ask,  that  every  other  disadvantage 

^o  which  they  are  subject,  should  be  removed,  and  that  every  other 

l^ranch  of  trade  should  be  opened  to  them,  upon  terms  as  fav^rvble,  as 

^ose  secured  to  registered  vessels.     On  account  of  the  convention  of 

Xiondon,  they  ask  not  only  to  be  allowed  to  engage  in  foreign  trade 

^^vith  every  part  of  the  world,  and  to  import  cargoes  from  any  foreign 

^»>untry  whatever,  with  the  benefit  of  the  lower  duties,  now  secured 

^xdosively  to  registered  vessels,  but  also  to  engage  in  our  coasting 

trade  and  our  fisheries.    And  on  account  of  the  convention  of  Lon* 

4on,  which  will  expire  on  the  third  ot  July,18l0,  they  desire  to  receive 

lU  the  benefits  of  registered  vessels,  not  only  during  the  term  of  the 

convention,  but  also  so  long  afterwards,  as  their  vessels  shaU.  txkdxxt^* 

If  the  convention  of  £ondoni  is  really  a  grievance  Xo  tViememo* 
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lialists,  by  subjecting  their  vessels  to  unequal  burdens  in  the  com- 
merce with  Great  Britaini  it  is  plain,  that  their  grievance  extends  no 
iTarther.  If  this  be  their  grievance,  their  claim  for  redress  can  extend 
no  farther,  and  the  extent  of  such  a  claim,  would  be,  not  to  elevate? 
their  vessels  to  the  rank  and  privileges  of  registered  vessels;  but  to 
recttive  redress  for  the  precise  inconvenience  to  which  they  are  sub« 
jected  in  one  particular  respect.  In  all  other  respects,  they  sund,  where 
tht*y  stocKi,  before  the  convention  existed;  with  every  right  and  every 
benefit,  which  they  then  enjoyed.  And  even  the  particular  inconve* 
nience  in  question,  must  soon  cease,  with  the  convention,  froih 
which,  it  IS  supposed  to  result. 

So  far,  then,  as  the  acta  of  this  government  are  in  question,  the 
two  vessrls  of  the  memorialists  may  now  be  employed,  as  usefully 
and  beneficially,  in  every  branch  of  trade,  excepting  only,  that  with 
the  British  ports  in  Europe,  or  in  the  East  Indies,  as  they  could  have 
been,  at  any  time  whatever.  AikI  as  the  Unitiid  States  have  a  great 
foreign  commerce  with  many  countries,  besides  Great  Britain,  the! 
committee  cannot  give  their  assent  to  the  suggestion  of  the  memo^ 
rialittts,  that  vessels  like  those  in  question,  have  been  rendered  almost 
wholly  useless  to  their  owners,  by  the  convention  of  London. . 

How  does  the  convention  of  London  operate  upon  the  vessels 
of  the  memorialists?  If  the  effect  of  the  convention,  has  been,  to 
employ  more  of  our  registei:ed  tonnage,  in  the  trade  with  Great  Bri- 
tain than  would  have  been  employed,  if  the  convention  had  not  been 
concluded,  that  excess  of  tonnage,  must  have  been,  at  least  in  the 
first  instance,  withdrawn  from  other  branches  of  foreign  trade. 
Those  branches  of  trade,  must  consequendy,  require  the  employment 
of  new  tonnage,  inplaceof  that  which  had  been  withdrawn.  Thus, 
a  division  of  the  emplovments  of  our  registered  aud  unregistered 
vessels,  may  have,  in  some  degree,  taken  place;  and  thus,  unregia* 
tered  vessels,  like  those  of  the  memorialists,  may  have  found  com« 
pcnsation  for  their  loss  of  British  trade,  in  the  new  employment 
Hfforded  to  them,  by  the  absence  of  their  registered  competitors,  in 
the  other  branches  of  foreign  trade. 

But  it  is  said,  that  our  navigation  has  declined^  and  that  our 
commerce  does  not  now  enable  us  to  employ  so  much  tonnage,  as  we 
formerly  employed*  If  this  be  so,  the  fact  must  be  ascribed,  prin* 
apally,  if  not  entirely,  to  causes  very  different  from  the  convention. 
Among  those  causes,  the  first  and  the  greatest,  without  doubt,  is,  the 
altered  and  peaceful  state  of  the  principal  commercial  nations  of 
Europe.  Those  nations,  cherish  their  own  navigation;  and  are  now 
their  own  carriers  to  a  great  extent.  If  our  ships  cannot  obtain  em* 
ployment,  or  employment  so  beneficial  as  that,  which  they  once  en* 
joyed,  the  misfortune  is  general,  and  falls  upon  every  class  of  our 
vessels^  The  vessels  of  the  memorialists,  may  have  declined  in  value, 
in  common  with  all  our  other  vessels;  but  the  committee  are  not  pre- 
pared lo  charge  this  fact,  to  the  convention  of  London. 
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Tbe  committee  ff>rbear  to  pursae  these  vitws.    Tbej  are  well 
aware,  that  if  it  were  requisite  or  possible  to  measure  exacUy  tbe  va^ 
riatioo  in  value,  which  the  vessels  of  the  memorialists  may  have  uq- 
dergone  by  the  operation  of  the  convention  of  London,  it  would  be 
necessary  to  uke  into  the  account  various  and  complicated  causes, 
^concerning  the  whole  navigation  and  coiamerce  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  estimate  the  influence,  which  each  of  those  causes  may  have 
liad  upon  the  desired  result*     No  such  attempt  is  here  made  or  pro- 
sed.    The  tendency  of  the  few  suggestions  upon  this  point,  which 
ave  here  been  made,  is  merely  to  show  in  general,  that  it  is  by  no 
clear,  that  the  memorialists  have  sustained  any  injury  from 
'^le  convention  of  London;  that  if  they  have  sustained  any  injury 
:A'om  this  cause,  it  is  probably  much  less  than  is  represented;  and  that 
^sf  they  have  suffered  at  all  from  this  cause,  the  amount  of  their  loss 
:ss  iode^nite  and  unknown. 

Let  it,  however,  be  conceded,  that  the  memorialists  have  suf* 
^ered  by  the  operation  of  the  convention  of  London.  The  commit* 
"^ee  then  deny,  that  there  is  any  obligation  on  the  part  of  this  govern* 
^snent,  to  afford  indemnity  to  the  memorialists  on  that  account. 

The  convenuon  of  London  is  a  law  established  by  the  supreme 
authority,  for  the  regulation  of  commerce  with  Grreat  Britain.     Its 
^lispositions  embrace  all  the  United  States,  and  all  our  citizens;  its 
Tcgulations  are  general,  and  its  rules  were  prospective  in  their  ope» 
xatioQ.    The  ponder  of  the  government  to  regulate  commerce  is  uo* 
disputed*    The  object  of  every  treaty  of  commerce,  is  to  institute 
sew  regulations  between  the  parties,  concerning  the  commerce  of 
their  people.     Such  regulations  necessarily  affect  the  pursuits  and 
Interests  of  all  who  are  engaged  in  that  commerce.  *  Under  the  new 
pies  of  a  treaty,  one  merchant,  or  one  ship  qwner,  may  find  himself 
in  a  situation  to  pursue  his  business  with  greater  advantage  than  be- 
&)re;  another  may  find  his  business  less  profitable  than  before;  and  a 
third  may  find  himself  directly  or  virtually  excluded  from  the  par- 
ticular branch  of  trade,  which  was,  before,  his  accustdmed  and  locra^ 
tive  pursuit. 

U  the  government  bound  to  indemnify  those  whose  pursuits  are 
^us  either  entirely  interrupted,  or  rendered  less  profitable  than  before? 
Hay  not  the  government  prohibit  any  particular  branch  of  com- 
^rcial  intercourse  with  a  foreign  nation?  Suppose  that  it  should  be 
^  policy  of  this  government  to  prohibit  the  imporution  of  all  mer- 
<^handise  from  places  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  The  amount 
^f  our  tonnage  now  employed  in  that  trade,  is  very  considerable,  and 
"y  ittcl^a  measure,  that  tonnage  would  be  deprived  of  its  accustomed 
tftployment*  Would  the  ship  owners  be  entitled  to  demand  from 
^  government  an  equivalent  for  the  loss  of  emiAoyment  thus  sus* 
Uincd? 

Suppose  another  case.  Let  it  be  imagined,  that  this  government 
*wH]]d,in  its  pcdicy,  impose  an  embargo  on  all  our  own  ships  and  ves* 
^lii  confining  them  to  our  own  ports  indefinitely,  or  for  a  limited  term. 
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The  effect  of  such  a  anNwure  wonU  be  to  mdes  omr  own  vessels 
useless  to  their  owners  for  the  period  of  its  duration.  Such  a  caie 
would,  therefore^  seem  to  present  a  claim  upon  the  govemiHeat  for 
redress  of  the  highest  nature;  if^  indeed,  the  government  is  bound  to 
indemnify  the  ship  owner,  who  may  suffer  by  its  regulations.  Tet* 
is  it  supposed  that  even  in  so  eminent  an  inatance,  the  govemmeiit  is 
bound  to  afford  indemnity^ 

But  the  case  now  under  consideration,  is  by  no  means  so  exten* 
aive,  as  those  which  have  been  stated.  This  case  present^  merely 
the  question,  whether  the  government  is  accountable  by  wi^  of  in- 
demnity, to  one  class  of  persons,  whose  grievance  consists  whoUy  ia 
this,  that  certain  duties,  imposed  on  other  classes  of  persons,  have 
been  reduced. 

By  the  general  regulations  of  our  system,  it  was  provided,  that 
upon  merchandise  imported  into  the  United  States,  in  vessels  not  of 
the  United  States,  a  duty  of  ten  per  centum  should  be  paid  in  addi- 
tion to  the  duty,  which  would  be  chargeable,  if  the  importation  were 
in  vessels  of  the  United  States;  and  that  foreign  vessels  entering  our 
ports,  should  pay  a  duty  upon  their  tonnage  at  the  rate  of  fifty  cents 
a  tony  while  vessels  of  the  United  States  were  required^  in  the  same 
case,  to  pay  only  six  cents  a  ton.  The  effect  of  these  discrimioadng 
duties,  was  to  give  to  oinr  own  registered  vessels  important  advan* 
tages.  The  power  of  the  legislature  to  impose  these  duties,  and  to 
establish  these  discriminations,  will  not  be  disputed.  If  the  legisla* 
ture  had  power  to  establish  these  discriminating  duties,  they  haxl 
power  to  abolish  the  duties  entirely,  to  reduce  them,  or  to  abolish  the 
discriminations.  And  if  the  legislature  should,  in  its  views  of  the 
public  good,  reduce  th^;se  discriminating  duties,  or  repeal  them  en- 
tirely, would  such  a  measure  bind  the  government  to  make  compen* 
sation  or  indemnity  to  those  ship  owners,  who  would  thus  be  deprived 
in  future  of  the  benefits  resulting  to  them  from  the  operation  of  these 
duties?  The  committee  are  of  opinion^  that  the  legislature  is  at  liber« 
ty  to  repeal  or  reduce,  as  it  was  to  impose,  such  duties;  and  that  oo 
obligation  rests  upon  the  government,  to  indemnify  those,  who  may 
not  gain  what  they  would  have  gained,  if  the  duties  had  continued 
in  force. 

In  this  case,  the  repeal  of  our  discriminating  duties,  was  not 
generaL  By  the  convention  of  London,  it  was  agreed,  that  our  die* 
criminating  duties  on  the  one  part,  and  the  discriminating  duties  of 
Great  Britain  on  the  other,  should  be  mutually  relinquished,  so  that 
the  duties  on  tonnage  and  on  merchandise  should  be  equal,  whether 
the  vessel  should  be  British,  or  of  the  United  States,  and  whe^er  the 
importation  into  the  country  of  either  party,  should  be  in  a  vessel  of 
the  United  States  or  of  Great  Britain.  This  stipulation  was  carried 
into  effect,  on  our  part,  by  the  act  of  the  1st  of  March,  1816,  which 
repealed  the  higher  duties  of  tonnage  and  impost,  before  charged  on 
our  part,  in  the  cases  specified  in  the  convention.  It  had  also  been 
before  provided  by  the  act  of  the  3d  of  Marcb»  181^,  that  our  dia* 
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crifninating  duties  shooHl  cease  ia  respect  to  any  foreign  nation,  which 
should  make  a-similar  relinquishment  of  its  discriminating  duties 
uofavoucable  to  us. 

Ao  alteration  in  the  rates  of  duties  in  certain  cases,  has  thus 
been  made;  which  according  to  the  memorialists,  is  particularly  un* 
favorable  to  them.  According  to  some  opinions,  the  operation  of 
the  convention  has  been  unfavorable  to  the  whole  United  States;  and 
it  is  said,  that  our  own  registered  vessels,  have  suffered  by  its  effects. 
li?ithout  discussing  this  question,  it  is  evident,  that  if  this  be  so, 
and  if  the  government  is  responsible  bv  way  of  indemnity  to  those, 
who  have  suffered  from  the  effects  of  the  convention,  the  owners  of 
registered  vessels,  have  as  just  a  claim  for  redress,  as  the  owners  of 
▼esaels  which  are  not  registered,  according  to  the  degress  of  detri-* 
ment  in  the  respective  cases. 

If  the  power  to  regulate  commerce,  were  subject  to  an  obliga* 
tion  or  moral  necessity,  on  the  part  of  the  government,  to  provide 
equivalents,  for  all  those,  whose  pursuits  may  be  less  beneficial  to 
dicm,  under  a  new  system  of  regulations,  than  they  were,  under  a 
former  system,  the  power  itself,  would  be  barren  and  fruitless,  and 
could  not  be  exercised,  with  advantage  to  the  public,  even  where 
changes  most  important  to  the  general  welfare,  might  be  necessary. 
If  the  power  to  repeal  or  reduce  duties,  were  incumbered  with  an 
obligation  to  afford  indemnity  or  equivalent  advantages,  to  all,  whose 
nursuits  may  incidentally  suffer  from  the  absence  of  the  duty,  or 
irom  a  lower  rate  of  duty,  the  government  could  never  abolish  or 
reduce  a  duty,  without  subjecting  itself  to  claims  for  redress,  from 
all  those,  whose  pursuits  would  have  been  more  profitable,  if  the  du- 
ty had  continued  undiminished.     Not  only  would  the  government 
lose  the  duty  relinquished,  but  by  the  very  relinquishment  of  its  re- 
venue, it  would  become  charged  with  endless  claims;  as  enormous  in 
their  amount,  as  they  would  be  indefinite  in  their  character.     Duties 
caaoot  be  imposed  or  augmented,  repealed  or  reduced,  without  pro- 
ducing indirectly,  benefits  to  some,  and  disadvantages  to  others.     Is 
t  new,  or  a  higher  duty,  imposed  on  tonnage,  or  on  merchandize?  It 
is  at  once,  the  advantage  of  all,  whose  pursuits  are  similar  to  those 
charged  with  the  duty,  but  are  themselves  exempted  from  its  opera* 
tioo;  and  the  disadvantage  of  those,  who  are  directly  taxed.    Is  the 
s^me  duty,  afterwards  repealed  or  reduced?     The  result,  is  reversed. 
Those  who  were  charged  with  the  duty,  now  receive  the  benefit  of  the 
change;  and  those  who  were  exempted  from  it,  lose  their  advantage. 
Strange  indeed,  would  be  the  doctrine,  that  the  legislature  may 
withdraw  a  tax,  at  pleasure,  but  may  not  withdraw  the  incidental  bene- 
^  which  those  who  are  not  taxed,  derive  from  it;  that  the  indirect 
l>^efits  of  a  tax,  to  those,  who  are  not  charged  with  it,  are  in- 
^nolably  pledged  to  them;  while  the  burden  may  at  any  time,  be 
Removed  from  those^upon  whom  it  is  imposed.    But  this  is  not 
so.    The  power  to  repeal  or  reduce,  is  like  the  power  to  impose.     It 
i)  always  the  same;  and  is  always^  in  the  legislature,  for  xVvt  \Attk^ 
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being.  He  who  derives  ao  inoidMital  beoeftCyirom  an  esiating  duty 
imposed  on  others,  knows,  that  his  advantage,  is  at  all  times,  sub* 
ject  to  the  will  of  the  legislature.  He  knows,  that  whenever,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  legislature,  the  public  good  sball  require,  that  the 
duty  shall  be  increased,  reduced,  or  abolished,  such  a  change,  will 
take  place.  He  holds  his  advantage  upon  this,  and  upon  no  other 
tenure.  He  knows,  that  when  the  duty  shall  be  reduced  or  removed, 
he  will  have  no  more  right  to  claim  from  ti>e  government  an  equiva* 
lent,  or  the  substitution  of  other  advanUges,  than  he  had  right  to 
claim  from  the  government  that  the  duty  should  be  imposed  in  the 
first  instance.  And  he  knows,  that  he  never  enjoys  his  advantage 
for  a  moment,  upon  any  other  condition  than  that  of  being  subject 
at  all  times  to  the  policy  and  will  of  the  legislature.  The  govern, 
roent  makes  the  regulations  which  it  deems  necessary  for  the  public 
welfare.  This  high  trust  is  subject  to  all  the  restrictions  and  res- 
ponsibilities provided  by  the  constitution.  It  is  not  among  those 
restrictions  and  responsibilities,  that  the  government  is  bound  to  pro- 
vide benefits,  or  to  aflFord  indemnities,  to  those  who  may  incidentally 
suficr  by  the  operation  of  new  commercial  regulations,  or  by  the  re- 
lirquishment  or  reduction  of  duties  before  imposed.  The  govern* 
ment  is,  indeed,  accountab  e  for  these,^as  for  all  its  acts*  But  its 
accountability  is  to  the  nation  and  the  people,  the  coustituenu  of  the 
government,  who  rejudge  its  acu,  revise  iu  policy,  and*  approve  or 
condemn  its  measures- 

The  memorialisu  say,  that  ^'  as  the  United  States  were  about  to 
relinquish,  by  the  provisions  of  the  treaty,  that  principle  of  policy  in 
their  navigation  system  which  reserved  peculiar  rights  and  exemp- 
tions to  American  registered  vessels,  and  to  confer  on  those  of  Great 
Britain  a  mutual  participation  of  those  privileges,  there  could  no 
longer  exist  any  reason  why  the  distinction  should  be  continued  be* 
tween  the  vessels  of  American  citizens  having  certificates  of  registry, 
and  those  sailing  under  sealetters  only:"  and  they  proceed  to  state, 
that  the  policy  of  our  system,  in  favor  of  vessels  built  in  our  own 
country,  has  been  abandoned  by  the  stipulations  of  the  convention. 
The  claim  of  the  memorialits  to  registers,  is  then  urged  upon  the 
ground  of  a  change  of  national  policy  in  this  respect;  and  the  com- 
mittee are  thus  led,  by  the  memorialists  themselves,  into  the  policy 
of  our  system  of  navigation* 

Whether  the  convention  has,  in  a  general  view  of  all  its  results, 
operated  favorably  or  unfavorably  to  the  United  States,  the  commit- 
tee will  not  now  inquire;  but  the  committee  deny  that  the  policy  of 
our  system  of  navigation  in  favor  of  vessels  built  in  our  own  country, 
has  been  abandoned  by  the  convention.  The  regulations  of  the  con- 
vention relate  oi<ly  to  intercourse  between  the  United  States,  and 
certain  paru  of  the  British  dominions.  Our  system,  in  respect  to  all 
the  rest  of  the  world,  and  in  respect  to  our  own  coasting  trade,  is  not 
altered  or  touched  by  the  convention.  If,  therefore,  we  have  by  the 
convention,  abandoned  the  policy  of  our  system  of  navigationi  it  is 
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dear,  that  we  have  abandoned  it  only  in  respect  to  that  iotercourse 
between  the  United  8tiite§  and  certain  parts  of  the  llHtiih  dointntonil| 
which  is  regulated  by  the  convention.  But  the  policy  cf  our  systcni 
has  not  been  abandoned  by  the  convention  in  that  intercourse,  which  ik 
the  subject  of  its  provisions.  British  vessels  are.  indeed,  admitted  hntb 
our  pons  under  the  convention,  upon  equal  terms  with  our  own  register^ 
ed  vessels.  This  is  a  concession  on  our  part,  and  taken  by  itself,  would 
be  a  concession  at  the  expense  of  our  own  shirpTng.  But  it  is  a  conces* 
sioni  which  is  not  to  be  taken  singly;  for  it  is  compensated  by  an  equ?» 
valent  concession  on  the  pan  of  Ghreat  Britain.  In  returUiOur  regf^stered 
vessels  are  admitted  into  the  ports  of  Ureat  Britain  under  the  conven- 
tion, upon  equal  terms  with  British  vessels.  Thus,  the  high  dis- 
criminating duties  of  Great  Britain,  operating  either  to  exclude  otit 
vessels  from  her  ports,  or  to  charge  them  with  very  disa'dvantageout 
burdens,  were  removed  in  favor  of  our  registered  shipping.  Thu^ 
the  discriminations  of  the  two  parties  were  mutually  relinquishedf 
but  neither  party  abandoned  or  meant  to  abandon  the  policy  of  ita 
system  of  navigation.  On  the  contrary,  each  party  meant  to  adhere 
to  its  policy  in  that  respect.  Ucnce  the  advantages  derived  to  ua 
from  the  compact,  are  secured  exclusively  to  vessels  of  the  United 
States.  How  then  is  the  assertion  made,  that  the  policy  of  our  sys« 
(em  of  navigation,  which  gives  advantages  to  vesftels  built  in  our  own 
country,  has  been  abandoned  by  the  convention?  On  the  contrary,  has 
BOt  our  policy  in  this  respect,  been  studiously  pursued  by  the  con« 
vention,  since  we  have  confined  all  the  stipulations  of  the  compact 
ftivorable  to  us,  to  vessels  of  the  United  States^  But  though  thiS  greai 
and  fundamental  principle  of  our  policy,  that  vessels  built  in  otir 
country  and  belonging  to  our  citizens,  shall  enjoy  exclusive  or  supe* 
lior  rights,  has  not  been  abandoned  by  the  convention;  though  it  it 
recognised  and  enforced  by  the  convention;  though  it  ha^  never  been! 
abandoned  by  our  government;  and  though  it  is  now  more  than  ever 
seen  and  felt  to  be  essemial  to  our  prosperity;  yet  the  memorialists 
Ire  not  only  quite  willing,  but  they  even  solicit  venr  earnestly,  that 
this  same  principle  should  be  abandoned  in  favor  of  themselves  and 
their  own  foreign  vessels.  Though  no  change  of  our  policy  on  thia 
lubject,  has  taken  place,  they  propose  that  a  change  should  now  tak^ 
place  in  their  own  case.  '  And  if  registers  should  be  granted  to  foreigii 
Vessels  purchased  by  our  citizens,  then  would  a  most  important 
change  take  place,  and  then,  indeed,  would  the  great  principle  of  ouf 
system  be  abandoned. 

Was  it  expedient  and  wise,  in  1810,  to  impose  farther  restric- 
tions u^n  the  introduction  of  foreign  vessels  into  our  mercantile  ma<* 
Tine?  .It  was  deemed  so  by  the  government;  the  measure  was  adopt* 
61;  and  to  the  policy  and  expediency  of  that  measure,  this  committed 
^ve  their  Adlest  assent.  But  why  was  such  a  measure  then  wise  6t 
txpedient?  Because  the  introduction  of  foreign  vessels  into  our  mer« 
tUmSiM  itrvice,  had  already  tended  materially  to  diminish  the  induct* 
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IDents  to  ship  building  in  our  own  country,  and  to  injure  our  rcgia^. 
tered  ve38els,  by  interfering  with  their  employmcot.  If  this  was  a 
great  and  cogent  motive  of  policy  then,  is  it  less  so  now?  Is  it  not 
much  more  so  nowi  when  we  are  told  on  every  side,  that  our  naviga- 
tion has  declined;  that  our  shipbuilding  is  declining, and  that  the  vcv 
selst  which  are  in  every  sense,  those  of  our  own  country,  are  un- 
employed, or  unable  to  obtain  sufficient  employment?  And  has  thia 
inotive  less  force,  when  the  question  is,  whether  a  class  of  vessels  of 
{oreign  origin,  which  have  already  received  a  particular  advantage, 
shall  be  naturalized,  and  advanced  to  the  full  rank  of  registered  ves- 
sels; and  shall  thus  be  enabled  to  enter  into  full  competition  with  our 
r<:gistered  vessels,  so  far  as  iht  amount  of  this  toqnage  now  unregis* 
tered,  may  extend?  If  it  is  proper,  to  leave. foreign  vessels,  held  by 
our  citizens,  in  possession  of  any  advantages  which  they  now  enjoy « it 
appears  to  the  committee,  that  the  strongest  considerations  of  public 
policy,  require  us  not  to  confer  upon  those  vessels  any  new  advan^ 
tages. 

If  the  committee  were  now  to  recommend  alterations  in  the  ex- 
isting laws,  they  would  propose,  that  foreign  vessels  condemned  as 
prize,  or  adjudged  to  be  forfeited  for  a  breach  of  our  laws,  should  be 
excluded  from  registry,  llicy  would  make  the  rule  uniform  and  uni- 
versal, that  no  vessel  shall  receive  a  register  or  any  other  document, 
conferring  any  of  the  privileges  of  a  vessel  of  the  Unittd  States,  or 
any  of  the  rights  of  national  character,  except  those  which  are  built 
in  the  United  States,  and  which  belong,  and  have  at  all  times  coo- 
linued  to  belong,  wholly  to  citizens  of  the  United.  And  the' commit- 
tee would  also  think  it  desirable,  that  the  &^g  of  the  United  Stated 
should  never  be  borne  by  an)  vessel  in  mercantile  service,  excrpt  thohe 
^hich  are  built  in  the  United  Stales,  and  held  by  our  own  citizens. 

These  would  be  new  restrictions  upon  the  admssion  of  vessels 
of  foreign  origin  into  our  mercantile  marine.  If,  on  the  other  hand, 
the  committee  were  now  to  propose  any  relaxation  of  the  present  sys- 
tem, that  which  occurs  to  them  as  the  least  exceptionable,  would  be, 
that  vessels  built  in  the  United  States,  and  becoming  the  pioperty  of 
forei^ers,  might,  when  they  should  afterwards  become  the  property 
of  citizens,  receive  registers,  as  vessels  of  the  United,  notwithstand- 
ing the  Intervening  foreign  property.  The  committee  do  not  mean 
Jo  expres8>n  opinion,  that  such  an  alteration,  would  be  expedient. 
On  the  contrary,  they  entertain  a  decided  opinion,  that  the  principle , 
which  excludes  a  ye^scl  built  in  the  United  States  from  a  register,  af* 
ter  «h^  shall  have  once  l^en  transferred  to  a  foreigner,  is  founded  in 
sound  policy.  But  the  opinion  which  they  mean  to  express,  is,  thait 
when  a  vessql  built  in  this  cpuntr}',has  been  temporarily  the  property 
of  a  foreigner,  but  is  now  held  by  ^  citizei^,  her  owner  has  a  much  bee*- 
ter  claim  to  a  register,  than  another  citizen,  who  has  purchased  froi^ 
a  foreigner,  a  vessel  built  in  a  fore jgn  country,  considering  the  twp 
caies  in  reference  to  the  policy  of  pur  system.  In  the  first  case,  to 
give  to  the  vessel  a  register,  would  be  but  a  rehabilitatibi^    It  could 
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Daly  reinstate  in  the  registered  class,  a  few  vessels  which  had  been  in- 
deed sold  to  foreigners,  but  had  still  been  constructed  by  our  own  arts 
and  induitrv.  lu  the  second  case,  to  give  to  the  vessel  4  register, 
would  be  to  give  a  right  which  was  never  enjoyed.  It  would  be,  to 
iotrodu':e  into  our  registered  cLiss,  the  vessels  of  all  foreign  countries, 
^nd  would  thus  subvert  our  whf)le  system,  by  destroying  the  distinc- 
tion between  vessels  built  in  our  own  (Country,  and  those  built  in  other 
couninrs,  upon  which  the  sv  stem  itself  rests.  Wc  might  perhaps,  ' 
without  much  injury,  relinquish  so  much  of  our  policy,  as  seeks  to 
promote  tht  biiiiding  of  vessels  in  our  own  country,  for  sale  to  fo- 
reigners, and  for  tiie  service  of  other  countries  But  we  cannot,  wit^ 
oat  a  sacrifice  of  s'^mc  oi'the  vita^.  interests  of  the  nation,  abandon  the 
policy  af  build'ng  ships  in  our  own  country,  for  our  own  use,  and  for 
the  betv'ue  of  our  own  citizens. 

The  navigation  of  this  country,  is  one  of  its  highest  interests;  a 
great  source  of  its  prosperity;  and  one  of  the  strong  foundations  of 
its  poiver.     As  an  instrument  of  commerce,  it  is  indeed,  highly  im- 
portant; but  as  an  instrumeot  of  power,  it  is  invaluable  and  indispen- 
sible.     If  we  have  learned  any  thing  from  our  own  experience,  ancl 
the  events  of  our  own  times;  we  have  learned,  that  our  power  on  the 
ocean,  must  keep  pace  with  our  power  on  the  land.     Upon  our  own 
soil,  we  may  indeed  defy  the  world;  but  our  home,  is  not  merely  upon 
our  own  soil.     It  is  also,  upon  the  ocean.     There  too,  we  live  an4 
paove;  and  there  too,  we  must  exhibit  our  strength^  and  maintain  our 
rights.     In  the  present  state  of  the  world,  when  so  much  of  the  pow- 
er of  nations  is  displayed  and  ej^trted  on  the  ocean,  it  is  not  less  ^ 
mailer  of  necessity,  than  of  policy,  that  we  should  display  our  power 
OD  the  same  theatre.    In  the  future  course  of  this  republic,  the  alter- 
native which  will  be  presented  us  by  other  nations,  will  b^y  that  we 
must  maintain  ourselves  on  the  oceant  by  force;  or  we  must  retir<i 
from  that  element.     Deplorable  as  the  truth  may  be,  it  is  still  true, 
that  our  rights  on  the  ocean  will  be  respected  only  so  far.  as  we  shall 
tcjich  respect,  by  force;  by  the  ability  to  resist,  and  the  power  to  ^naoy. 
Wl\a(  then,  are  the  means,  by  which  we  may  carry  our  flag  and  our 
thunder,  to  distant  seas,  or  other  shores?      And  what  are  the  means 
which  shall  enable^  this  nation,  in  its  march  to  greatness  and  glory,  to 
maintain  its  rights,  wherever  they  may  be  disputed,  and  to  teach  respect 
to  th;^  most  distant  nations?   Those  means,  are  the  ships  and  the  seamen 
of  our  own  country.  Ilicse  precious  resources,  if  properly  cherished, 
will  furnish  the  solid  and  sufficient  materials  of  our  naval  power. 
And  these  resources,  are  essential  to  that  obj  ct.     Without  them,  it 
would  be  vain  to  attempt  ro  maintain  an  efficient  navy.     It  is,  there- 
fore/m  ihi:  building  of  ships  in  our  own  couniry,  and  in  the  employ- 
incnt  of  those  ships  ^ni  our  own  mariners,  on  the  ocean,  that  we  see, 
Dotonly  the  ordinary  benefits  of  industry  and  commerce,  but  also, 
one  of  the  deep  and  strong  ioundations  of  national  greatness.     '^The 
pfoper  and  beneficial  encoui  agenter>t  to  ship  building,  connected  as 
iti3  with  so  many  arts,  is  best  g'^en,  by  the  operation  of  a  system* 
which  secup  ^ment  advantages  in  commerce,  to  ve^stl^  Wv\x\i\^ 


f 


£139]  SO 

our  coamryi  and  e«i|do^  lucmr  mercantila  tervice.  Soch  is  ptir 
•ystein.  This  tystem*  U  ooe  of  the  great  benefits,  which  have  re* 
suited  to  this  country,  from  the  present  constitution  of  the  United 
^Utes.  It  was  amon^  the  early  acts  of  the  present  government;  it 
lias  been  steadily  chenshedi  and  experience  has  afforded  the  most 
ample  proof  of  its  wisdom  snd  utili^.  The  progressive  augmenta* 
tions  of  our  tonnage^  furnish  .the  demonstration.  £very  lesson  of 
experience,  every  consideration  of  provident  resard  for  the  future 
exigencies  of  our  country,  and  every  motive  of  policy  conspire  to 
show,  that  this  system  should  not  be  relinquished  or  relaxed* 

Such,  are  the  views  of  this  subject,  which  the  committee  hav^ 
taken.  The  general  conclusions,  to  which  they  lead,  are,  that  the 
daim  of  the  memorialists,  to  receive  registers  for  their  vessels,  is  on 
dieir  part,  without  merit;  that  it  is  not  suppoited  by  any  obli|;atioa9 
on  the  part  of  the  government;  and  that  national  policy  forbids  the 
extension  of  the  cluiracter  of  registered  vessels  of  the  United  Sutea, 
to  vessels,  which  are  not  now  entitled  to  that  character.  Tliese  viewSf 
and  these  conclusions,  are  submitted  to  the  Senate.  Sheuld  they  be 
adopted)  the  prayer  of  the  memorial)  will  be  accordingly  refused 


[ISO 


IN  SENATE 

OP 

THE  UNITED  STATES, 

March  11,  1818. 


The  Committee  of  Claims^  to  whom  was  referred  the  petUioti  of 
Margaret  IPVhite,  widow  of  colonel  Anthooy  Walton  White, 
make 

BEPORT; 

That  the  petitioner  represents  her  late  husband  to  have  served 
during  the  revolutionary  war  as  colonel  of  cavalry,  and  that  in  July, 
17S0,  atimc  when  his  regiment  were  suffering  from  a  want  of  pay 
and  subsiitence,  he  advanced,  on  his  own  credit,  one  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  dolbrs,  Virginia  currency,  for  which  the  petitioner 
alleges  he  has  never  received  payment.  Out  of  the  documents  re« 
ported  to  the  committee,  abundant  evidence  is  afforded  that  cc^onel 
Whitens  claim  had  been  before  the  accounting  officers,  under  the  con- 
federation, for  a  long  period,  and  before  those  of  the  present  govern* 
ment.  as  well  as  Congress,  up  to  1797.  Insurmountable  obstacles 
prevented  a  settltment,  notwithstanding  he  pursued  his  object  with  - 
singular  perseverar.ee.  What  c6lonel  White  could  not  explain  when 
he  sought  redress  in  person,  it  would  seem  useless  to  investigate 
now,  when  some  of  the  documents  are  not  to  be  found.  Those  laid 
before  the  committee  appear  wholly  unsatisfactory,  and  insufficientto 
warrant  the  inttfrference  of  Congress.  A  bill  seems  to  have  passed 
the  House  of  Hfpre-eniaiire*;,  in  1792.  authorizing  the  settlement  of 
the  demands  of  Anthony^WaltonMAYhite  against  the  United  States, 
but  it  was  lost  in  the  Senate,  where,  subsequently,  several  unsuccess* 
iul  attempts  were  made  to  renew  it.  What  the  provisions  of  the 
ai'ores;jicl  bill  were,  cannot  now  be  known,  but  the  eventual  failure  of 
tbe  measure,  indicates  its  merits  as  exceptionable.  The  committee 
are  tlurclort  led  to  ofTer  the  following  resolution: 

Uholvcd^  lliat  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw  her  peti« 
tion. 


[133] 


IN  SENATE 

OF 

THE  UNITED  STATE8, 

March  10, 1818. 

Mr.  Storer  submitted  the  following  motion  for  considenitioii; 

Re^olveJy  That  the  committee  on  post  office  and  post  roads  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  causes  which  so  frequently  prevent  the 
due  arrival  of  the  public  mail. 


m^m 
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MESSAOE 


THB  PVESSIDENT  OP  THE  UNITED  STATIC* 

TRAirtMlTTlMa 

A  REPORT 

YEOM 

THE  SECRET  ART  OF  WAR, 

asspsoTiiro 


The  requisitions  that  were  made  on  the  contractors*  between  tiie  Ist 
of  June,  and  d4th  of  December,  1817,  for  deposites  of  provisions, 
in  advance,  at  the  several  posts  on  the  frontiers  of  GeorgiSt  and 
the  adjoining  territory;  tiieir  conduct  in  compliance  therewith; 
.  the  amount  of  money  advanced  to  B.  G.  Orr;  and  the  extent  of 
.  his  failure;  with  a  copy  of  the  articles  of  contract  entered  into 
with  him. 


Mascb  11,  1818. 
Printed  by  order  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 


irAssuraroir: 

PRIMTBD  BT  E.  DE  KRAFTT. 
1818. 


[1S83 


7b  thi  Stnati  of  the  United  States: 


I  compliance  with  a  resolutioa  of  the  SeoatCi  reqqestiog  inform* 
ptlon  respecting  the  requisitions  that  were  made  on  the  contractorst 
between  me  1st  of  June  and  the  24th  of  Decemberi  1S17,  for  depo- 
sites  of  provisions  in  advance,  at  the  several  posts  on  the  frontiers 
of  Oeorsia  and  the  adjdiping  territory,  their  conduct,  in  compliance 
dierewith,  the  amount  of  money  advanced  to  B.  G|^  Orr,and  the  ex- 
ten^^  his  failure*  with  a  copy  of  the  articles  of  contract  ento^  into 
ititllliimy  I  now  lay  before  the  Senate  a  repprt  from  the  Secretary  d 
War,  which,  with  die  documents  accompanying  it,  wQi  afford  the  in- 
formation desired. 


JAMES  MONEOE, 


fFasMnpon^  March  ti>  1818^ 


[1351 


DEPARTMENT  OF  WAR, 

*^  7ih  March,  iSiB, 

The  Secretary  of  War,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  of 
the  Senate,  requesting  the  President  of  the  United  States  tp  inform 
the  Senate^^what*  requisitions  were  made  upon  the  contractors  be« 
tweeo  the  tst  day  of  June,  1$17,  and  the  24th  of  December,  of  the 
nmeyeair,  for  depositse  of  provisions  in  advance  at  the  several  post$ 
on  the^&^ntiers  of  Qeorgia,  and  ip  the  adjoining  territory,  specifying 
t|ie  dattf  <^f  such  fequbitipn,  the  amount  of  depostte  required,  and  by 
whom  ma^ie;  and  also  the  particular  instances  in  which  B.  G.  Orr, 
coDttacti^l'^  has  failed  to  furnish  rations  agreeable  to  his  ODn tract;  the 
amoimc  qt  money  advanced  by  the  government  for  supplies  in  coAse* 

Suence  of  such  failures;  ^nd  also  the  amount  of  money  advanced  by 
le  government  to  said  Q.  G.  Orr|  at  or  before  the  time  of  said  faiU 
ttre^l  and  also  to  furnish  the  Senate  with  a  copy  of  the  articles  of 
contract!  entered  into  Vith  the  said  B.  G.  Orr,  for  supplying  the  army 
under  the  command  of  Gen.  Gaines,  with  provisions,'*  has  the  honor 
to  tnm^it  copies  of  th^  articles  of  contract,  entered  into  with  B.  G. 
prr,  for  supplying  the  army,  marked  A*  and  Bf^  an  abstract  of  mo* 
Jieys^vanced  Mr.  Orr,  marked  C-»  a  statement  of  mon^y  advanced  by 
the  pf  partment  of  ^Tar  to  ofRcers  to  supply  deficiencies  of  the  contra^Ct 
tors,  marked  D  ;  a  copy  of  a  requisition  of  major  general  Gaines,  mark- 
ed E.;  and  a  statementof  major  Van  De  Venteri  deputy  quartermaster 
general  of  the  southern  division,  marked  F«     'I'he  two  lastipentioned 
dcH^unents  contain  all  the  evidence  of  reouisitions  beipg  made  on  the 
contractor,  for  a  deposite  of  provisions  in  advance  to  the  st* vera!  posts 
on  the  frontier  of  Georgia.     Requisition  for  supplies  are  made  by 
comiDaoding  officers,  and  are  n^ver  reported  to  the  Department  of 
Wari  except  when  the  contractor  has  failed  to  obey,  and  then  they  s^Cr 
conipaiiy  the  account  of  purchases,  to  supply  the  deficiency  of  the 
coDtracti^r.    The  account^  of  the  officers  detailed  by' Gen.  Gaines,  to. 
purchase  provisions  after  the  contractor  had  failed,  are  not  rendered 
to  the  Treasury*    That  the  amount  of  these  requisitions  might  be 
knc^n  to  this  department,  Gren.  Gaines  hi|s  been  ordered  to  transmit 
copies  of  the  requisitionai  which  have  been  made  on  the  contractor 
since  the  ist  pf  June  last,  and  which  the  contractor  has  failed  to  com* 
ply  with. 

The  accpropaoying  d6etimeMs,  iharked  G.  show  the  times  and 
the  extent  of  the  failure  of  th^  coiibractor  in  Georgia* 

fieapectftdlj  subqiitted. 

J.  C.  CALHOUN. 
The  Frtsident  pfihc  Unked  States. 


-^ir.- 


<» 


[isej 


A. 


ASnCLBSOF  AOSEBMBSn^  rniie  boi  Ae  fifteenth  day 
of  January^  Anno  Domiai  one  thousand  dght  hnndred  andaevenleen« 
betvwi  Georse  Grabani»  Acting  Stcretary  for  the  Department  of  War 
«f  die  Umt^  atmes  of  America,  of  the  one  part,  aiid  Betgamin  Ck 
ftr,  of  the  "Distritt  ot  Cohimbia,  of  the  other  part. 

'Iliia  agreement  witneBseth,  That  the  said  George  Graham,  for 
aid  on  bel;^  of  the  United  States  of  America^atidthesaid  Benjaa^ 
6.  Orr,  hJ^  heirs,  executors,  and  administrators,  have  mutually  cove* 
liUited  and  agreed,  and  by  these  presents  do  mutuaUy  covenant  mid 
^e^ti^  and  with  each  other,  aafoBows,  viz: 

Flrsu  That  the  said  Beoyamin  O.  Orr,  his  heirs,  executors,  or 

tdmtnistratorsr  shall  supply  and  issue  all  the  rations,  to  consist  of  the 

iidde^yb^ioafeer  iipecified,  that  shall  be  required  of  him  or  them 

for  the  41^  of  the  United  States,  at  aU  and  every  place  or  places  where 

tE0O|jiarc  or  may  be  stationed,  marched,  or  recruited,  within  the  li« 

mits  of  the  states  of  South  Carolina  and  Greorgia,  including  that  part 

<rftlie  Ci^bIc^  land  lying  within  the  territorial  litibiu  of  the  said  state 

of  Godrgia,  thirty  days  notice  being  given  of  the  post  or  place  where 

iitipns  ma^  be  wantedi  or  the  number  of  troops  to  be  furnished  on 

dieir  i^^frchf  from  the  1st  day  of  June,  1817,  until  the  31st  day  of  May, 

Iftft,  inclusive,  at  the  following  prices,  that  is  to  say:  Forevtry  com« 

pkte  ration  issued  within  the  state  of  South  Carolina,  the  price  there* 

ofbhall  be  twenty«two  cents;  and  for  every  compbte  ration  within  the 

ftlte  of  (Seorgia,  including  that  part  of  the  Creek's  land  lying  within 

tke  tgrritorial  limits  of  the  said  state  of  Greorgia,  the  price  thereof 

ikdt  oe  twenty-^even  cents  five  mills.     Where  the  price  of  the  rattoa 

a  IWenty*two  cents,  the  prices  of  the  component  parts  thereof,  shall 

be,  fb^ '^reader  flour«  eight  cents;  meat,  seven  cents  five  itiiUs;  li« 

flK>r,  five  cents  five  mill;  small  parts,  one  cent*     Where  the  price  of 

the  rarihn  is  twenty ^seven  cents  fiv«  mills,  the  prices  of  the  compo« 

sent  'paifts  thereof  shall  be,  for  bread  or  flour,  ten  cents;  meat,  ten 

cem;  li^or,  six  cents;  small  partSi  one  cent  five  mills.     Where  the 

price  of  the  ration  is  twent](-two  cents,  the  prices  of  the  component 

ports  of  the  small  parts  thereof,  shall  be  ten  cents  per  pound  for  soap; 

twenty-five  cents  per  pound  for  uindles;  five  cents  per  quart  for  salt; 

and  Uiree  cents  one  mill  and  a  quarter  of  a  mill  per  quart  for  vinegar. 

Where  the  price  of  the  ration  ts  twenty  cents  five  mills,  the  prices  of 

the  component  parts. of  the  small  parts  thereof,  shall  be  thirty  cents 

per  pounrl  for  candles;  twelve  cents  five  mills  per  pound  for  soap; 

ten  centf  per  quart  ior  salt;  and  eight  cents  seven  and  a  hulf  mills  per 

quart  ff^r  vinegar. 

Sdfiond.  That  the  ration  to  be  furnished  and  delivered  by  virtue 
ot  this  cUDtract,  shall  consist  of  the  following  articles,  viz:  one  pound 
and  a.quartesi  of  beef,  or  ^ree»quarters  of  a  pound  of  pork;  eighteen 
'ounces  of  bread  or  flour;  one  gill  of  rum,  whiskey,  or  L  randy;  and 


at  the  ntt  of  two  qdarts  of  salt,  four  quarte  of  vinegir,  foa 
of  Aoap,  and  one  pMod  aad  a  hair  ^f  caiuUibSy  to  tveiy  dM 
raiion^k  . 

It  U  liademopd»  ilM  it  «kdU  be  at  the  optioii  or  ^ 
.officer  o^aaiiiaiidiMaii  artoy  ora  aulitary  depafetowafe^i^  w* 
'Od|enriaft>pioviikd  6lr  hf  this  coottact,  to  4ifttet  whoi^  aac 
len^  fcafh  draaliBicat  ihall  be  tabued,  by^eaemloladiist 
tnulgateq  a  reasonable  toe  before  the  ia«ie  lii  to  commwce) 
iBimH'«cior  iihall  always  issue  Botir  tslo  days  iii  every  week 
icqilioii  of  bread. or  flour  for  the  remaioder  of  the  wtckji^ 
aootractor.  "^^ 

TUrd*  That  supplies  shall  be  furnished  by  the  iaid  Ben 
Orr,  his  heirs,  executors,  or  admiQisiaators,  at  the  fortified  pi 
tnilWy  posts  that  are  or  may  .be  estaUished  in  the  liakita  a 
upon  the  requisition  of  the  commandant  of  the  armv^  or  a  po| 
quantities  as  shall  not  ei^ceed  what  is  sufficient  for  ^  troopsK 
•tattoned  for  the  spaceof  three  aoonths  in  advance,  in  geodfl^ 
aonae  proi^tsions,  consisting  of  due  proportions  of  all  the  artie 
ing  thermion. 

It  is  understood,  that  if  the  contractor  shall  be  requiiM 
site  provisioos  at  one  place  of  post,  and  shaU  afterwards  be<^ 
to  remove  them^  to  be  delivered  at  another  (ilace  or  post,  tbei 
pf  transportation  to  such  other  phiee  or  post,  shall  be  borp 
Vnittd.  States.  Iv  is  also  understood,  that  all  anpplies  ar»^ 
ginally  delivered  at  the  posts  where  they  may  be  reqairedy 
expense  to  the  United  States. 

Fourth.  That  whenever,  and  as  trften  as  the  provisioiis^ 
ed  to  be  furnished  under  this  contract,  sbaU,  in  the  opinion  oil 
matKling  officer  of  the  post  or  place  where  they  are  offered  tc 
ed,  be  unsound,  tinfit  for  use,  or  of  an  unm^chantable  qualit 
vcy  shiUl  be  held  thereon,  by  two  disinterested  persons,  one  K) 
sen  by  the  commanding  officer,  and  the  other  by  the  said  1 
6.  Orr,  or  his  agent,  and  in  case  of  disagreement,  a  third  p 
be  chosen  by  mutual  consent,  who  shall  have  power  to  oondei 
part  of  the  provisions  as  to  them  may  appear  unfit  for  use*  1| 
said  Benjamin  6.  Orr,  or  his  agent*  shajl  fail  or  neglect  to  a 
person  to  inspect  the  said  provisions, after  reasonable  noti^  in 
it  shall  be  permitted  to  the  said  commanding  officer  to  appo 
persons  as  he  may  think  proper,  to  inspect  the  provisions,  tm^ 
with  power  to  condemn  as  aforesaid.  And  all  provisions  con 
by  such  survey  or  inspection,  may  be  destroyed  by  the  comi 
officer. 

Fifth.  That  the  commanding  general,  or  person  appq 
him,  at  each  ]h)sC  or  place,  in  case  of  absolute  failure,  or  defic 
the  quantity  of  provisions  contracted  to  be  delivered  and  isau^ 
have  power  to  supply  the  deficiency  by  purchase,  at. the  ri|i 
account  of  the  said  Benjamin  G.  Orr,  his  heirs,  executOfs>  oi 
istrators. 


er  bf  ifNMi  U4i^t^  of  die  Ufttttd  States,  in  antcl«g  iatiMed  lo 


iMWfafe^rii^  towed  uockr  «ito4MifMec«  bdttg  the  pi'op<r^ 

<iiiWilM^MiMfV  M  w«ll  Mr  hi  Mh^  pmpietty  iMceMirily  usW  m 


[die  iame,  siMiite  p«M  fer  at  the  tammm  ftiee  of  the 
e  to|||{KM)|^t  rarti^alid  at  an  i^raised  value  of  the  otiier 
le  d^pfoiittOD  of  one  or  more  creditable  characterti  and 
im^  oooioattaioned  officer,  whea  the  same  can  be  obtain* 
Hg  At  circuniBtances  of  the  loss,  and  the  amount  of  the 
'  wkidk  compeoaation  is  claimed. 

ftl  IPfcl^t  escorts  and  guards  for  the  saifety  of  the  provisions, 
ttf^  cattle  against  an  enemy,  shall  be  furnish- 

W^HlJ^lMaev ^in  the  opinion  of  the  commanding  officer  of  the  army, 
pcjiC,  10  whom  ap|dication  may  be  made,  the  same  can  be 
(il^  pircjiidiee  to  the  service;  and  that  the  said  Benjamin  O, 
;  beirsi  ej^ecutorst  or  administrators,  shall  not  be  answerable 
ietity  of  ipuppties,  at  any  of  the  said  posts  or  places,  if  it 
!  tfipear,  upon  satisfactory  proof,  that  such  deficiency  WM  occa« 
^  tile  want  of  proper  escorts  and  guards. 

That«  at  aU  sutionarvposts,  propel*  storehouses  shaO  be 
i  behalf  of  the  public,  tor  the  reception  and  safekeeping  of 
m  depditod  from  time  to  time  at  such  posts,  respectively ; 
i  contractor  shaH  suffer  no  loss  for  want  of  such  stores. 
Ilhvdi.  That  the  said  Benjamin  G.  Orr,  bis  heirs,  executors,  or 
adirtbiftratoff,  sliall  render  his  or  their  accounts  to  the  Accountant  of 
ibn'^Kpartment  bf  Wm-,  for  setdement,  at  least  once  in  every  three 
'Mkfimt  agreeably  to  such  form  as  by  the  said  Accountant  may  be  es« 
.iibfiihed  and  made  known  to  Imh  or  them. 

^  Tenth.  That  all  such  advances  of  money  as  may  be  made  to  die 

^  \  ^.  Orff  his  heirs,  executors,  oradministrators,  for  and 

^  lli^  Supplies  to  be  furnished  pursuant  to  this  contract, 

t  atfnis  of  n|oney  as  the  commanding  officer  of  the  troops 

its^ibit  are  or  may  be  within  the  limits  aforesaid,  may  cause 

Ktiied,  in  order  to  procure  supplieSy  in  consequence  of  any  fail- 

I  pdH  of  die  sfid  Benjamin  Q.  Orr,  his  heirs,  executors,  or 

atora,  in  complying  with  the  requiiiitions  herein  contained, 

rduty  ai^oiitited  for  by  him  or  them,  by  way  of  set-oiF  against 

^unt  of  such  supplies^  and  the  surplus,  if  any,  repaid  to  the 

[States  immed{ttteiv  sifter  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  this 

^  ^  tbji^er  with  an  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum  per  aA« 

\m  tfke  time  of  such  expiration  until  the  same  shall  be  actually 

Abd  that,  if  any  balance  shdl,  on  any  settlement  of  the  ac« 

t  df  the  said  Benjamiu  6.  Orr,  his  heirs,  executors,  or  adminis- 

i  6t  fouikl  toiie  ^ue  to  him  or  them,  for  or  on  account  nf  the 

I  whtc^  shall  be  totoUe4»  pursuant  to  this  agre^ment^  the  sadie 

Ib0  p^    i^that  t^0  upTijaioaablc  or  unneceflMs 
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ry  ikUy  on  the  pztt  of  the  officers  of  Ar  Umted||t«let  $hatt  bf!  siirea 
to  the  ietdemeat  of  the  |k:comim  of  |he  Mid  B/e^jamiii  G.  Orr^kif 
bi^rs,  etecutora^  or  adminUtrators.  Provided  faoiieveri  TMt  oip 
member  of  Congress  shall  be  admitted  to  any^hare  or  part  of  this 
contract,  or  any  b^efit  to  arise  tberefrom. 

In  witness  whcrcor,  the  said  Acting  Secretary  of  War^lfcr  200^ 
on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  hath  hereunto  subscribed 
his  name,  and  affixed  the  seal  of  the  War  Office  of  ike 
tJnited  States}  and  the  said  Benjamin  G.  Orr^  bath  hefe« 
to  set  his  hand  and  seal,  the  day  and  year  above  written. 


CSigned) 


GEO.  GRAHAM, 

Acting  Secretary  of  thtr* 
[Seal  of  the  War  Offi(^.] 


BENJ.  G.  OHR. 


[Selojg. 


(Signed) 

Signed^  $ealed  and  deRoered\  [     '       '  ^ 

in  the  presence  of         J 

JACO.  LAUB, 

Witness  to  the  signing  of  the  Ac^og  Secretary  of  War.  -^ 

ALEX.M'C0RMIC1^ 
WM.J.M'CORMICK. 

Witnesses  to  the  signing  of  Benjam^  G.  Orr. 


WH£REAS,  By  a  certain  agreement,  made  oil  the  fifteenth  d^ 
of  Januaryi  1817,  between  George  Graham,  Acting  Secretary  of 
War,  and  Benjamin  G.  Orr,  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  it  was'ajl- 
pulated,  that  the  said  Benjamin  G.  Orr  shall  furnish  and  supply  f^ne 
troops  of  the  United  States^  according  to  the  said  agreement  and  cqn* 
tract  hereunto  annexed.  * 

Now  therefore,  it  is  agreed  between  the  said  George  Graham 
smct  Benjamin  G.  Orr, 

First.  That  an  inventory  d>all  be  taken,  which  shall  compprisc 
all  such  supplies  as  shall  have  )>een  actuallv  delivered  on  or  before  the 
last  day  of  .May  next,  by  virtue  of  the  said  agreement,  and  shall  oa 
that  day  remain  unexpended*  either  of  the  deppsites  of  the  proi^^nt 
contractors  James  Boddey,  of  South  Carolina,  and  James  Tho^s, 
of  Georgia,  or  other  public  deposites,^  ordered  by  the  commanc^g 
general. 

Second.  That  the  inventory  shaH be  taken  ^  the  presence  of  t^e 
commanding  officer  of' the  post^  and  the  party  of  the  second  p^it  of 
this  a^ement,  or  his  agent,  and  duplicate  Peceipti%iveii  therefbrvby 
die  0Bid  psorty  of  the  second  part,  or  his  agents  exprcsaiog  Ae  qoan* 
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quafiwof  ettth  micif ;  or  the safd deposits ^%I*^^f^ 
ipted  lor  b3|:order  of  the  conunanding  general,  in  n^  mn^' 


JThiit  the  part^' of  the  second  part  shall  acccount  to  ihe 

».fbr  all  the  siiippUes  which  diiall  be  receipted  for,  as  in  the 

ick,  he  beiii|  allowed,  howei'er,  a  deduction  of  twelve 

percent,  as  a  nilkaHo«rance  far.wasfieage,  lealteilge,  and 

^t)f 'whaceVc^  nature^  exceptiiig  only  suth  losses  as  may  tfe 

^  bf  ftre,  water,  an  encfmyi  or  by  the' troops  oftheUn|t(B4 


tki  That  the  party  of  the  seccyid  part  sbtil  issue  alt  tfie  sop* 
plies  aa  aforesaid,  to  the  troops  at  the  several  posts,  in  rations  u>  coa» 
WiStjiaUi^Hewsy  vis: 

v*  r  Jdw'fQiiad  and  a  quarter  of  beef,  or  three  qnarters  ^  a  pound 
f         ofpork; 
/  ^w'lihie  gilt  of  rum,  brandy,  or  whiskey; 

'  Attdat  the  rate  of  two  quarts  of  salt,  four  quarts  of  vinegar,  four 
•    ^         pottads  of  soap,  and  one  pound  and  a  haft*  of  candles  to 

.     jevery  kundred  rations* 
^  Fifth*  That  the  said  party  of  the  first  part  shall  pay,  or  cause  to 
^  pud,  to  the  said  party  of  the  second  part,  one  cent  for  every  ra« 
dml^rhich  he  shall  issue  as  before  recited,  as  a  full  pompensatiop  for 
his  ^puble  and  ejcpense  in  issuing  the  same. 


if 


(Signed) 


GEORGE  GBAHAM,  Acting  Secretary 
of  War. 

[Seal  of  the  War  Offke.] 


r ;  ^>^  witness  wherjeof ,  th^j  said  Acting  Secretary  of  War,  on  behalf 
^^^itwf^  United  States,  hath  hereunto  subscribed  his  name,  ^d  affixed 

JjStwkmiof  die  War  Office  of  the  United  States;  and  the  said  Benja- 
*i$M  XjK  Orr,  bath  here|o  set  his  hand  and  seal  the  day  and  year  first 
H^ve  written. 

BENJAMIN  G.  ORB. 


(Signed) 


IScaL] 


9igaed^  sealed  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of  Jacob  I^ai^d, 
j||iUids6  to  the  signing  of  the  Acting  Secretary  of  Wan 

';^>Afeiaii4er  It^Comucfc,  WiUiwil  l^  M^CkMrmick,  witnesses  to 

rgiOlig  of  Bciipftaim  G.  dOrr. 

\''        .       .  .      • 

■  r'      ■  ■     •  .    .      * 


C»^l 


l« 


ARTICLES  OF  AGREEMENT  made  en  the  fttiiihd«rof 
February 9  Anoo  Domitti  <me  thousand  eight  hundred  end  tidbteen. 
betwten  John  C.  Calhoun^  Secretary  i^the  l>ep«rt]|Mnt  pf  Wa^<|f 
the  United  States  of  America^  of  the  erne  party  and  Boigadiin  OlOrri 
of  &e  cky  of  Washington  of  the  other  part* 

'  This  agreement  "wttnesseth.  That  the  said  lohn  &  Calhoutt^ for; 
and  .on  behalf  of  the'  United  States  of  Americny  and  .the  said  Bemitttii 
O.  Orr,  his  heirs,  executors,  and  administrators,  have  routuafn^cii« 
veaanl^  «nd  agretd^  and  by  these  presents  do  mutiiaUjr  coydant 
and  agree,  to  and  withf  each  other,  as  foBoWs,  vi^ 

]nr8t.  That  the  said  Benjamin  6.  Orr,  his  heirs^executeiNiOf 
administrators,  shaH  supply  and  issue  Hi  At  nrtiens,  to  consUt  o^tlie 
lirtieles  hereinafter  specified,  that  shall  be  reqaived  of  him^  thefa 
for  the  use  of  the  Uafittd  States,  at  all  and  every  place  or  places  wftre 
troops  are  or  may  be  stationed*  marched.  Or  riecruited,  vtitbis-the  It- 
niu  of  the  Stete  of  Georgia,  ineludtim  that  part  of  the  CreeU*  tand 
^ing  withhi  &e  territorial  Kmics  of  said  StatCi  thirty  dbys  notice 
being  given  of  the  post  or  place  where  rations  may  be  ^ranted,  or  the 
number  of  troops  to  he  furnished  on  their  march,  from  the  first  j^ey 
of  June,  eighteen  hundred  and  eighteen,  until  the  thir^-first  dSi^Mf 
May,  eighteen  hundred  (ind  nineteen  inclusive,  at  the  tolhowing^ri- 
ces,  ^at  is  to  say:  for  every  complete  ration  issued  at  Point  Fttsei 
on  the  St.  Mary's  river,  ihb  price  thereof  shall  be  twenty*two  cents. 
AtT}t>ee  barracks,  fort  Hawkins,  fort' Scott,  and  at  all  other  placce 
iirhere  troops  are  or  may  be  stationed,  marched  or  recruited  withia 
the  State  Of  Georgia,  including  that  part  of  the  Creeks'  land,  lying 
within  the  territorial  limits  of  said  state,  the  price  thereof  sludl  be 
twentyrsix  cents.  Where  the  price  of  the  ration  is  twenty ••twoxetM'^ 
the  prices  of  th^  component  parts  thereof  shall  be,  far  bread  or  floui:^  f 
eight  cents;  meat,  seven  cents;  liquor,  six  cents;  small  parts,  one 
G^nt*  Where  the  price  of  the  ration  is  twenty-six  cents,  the  prices  eX 
the  component  parts  thereof  shall  be,  for  bread  or  flour,  nine  cents'* 
five  mills;  meat^  nine  cents;  liquor,  six  cents  five  mitts;  small  part%^^ 
one  cent.  The  prices  of  the  component  parts  of  the  small *part8  of  the 
ration  shall  be,  fifteen'  cents  per  pound  for  candles;  ten  cents  per 
pound  for  soap;  five  cents  per  quart  for  vinegar;  and  eigbt  cents  se- 
ven and  a  half  mills  per  quart  for  salt;  .      ' 

Second,  lliat  the  ration  to  be  furnished  and  delivered  by  virtue 
of  tins  eicnitract  shall  consist  of  the  fbllowtng  articles,  vtit  one  pound  • 
and  a  qtiartttr  of  beef,  or  three-quarters  ef  a  pou9d  of  norkf  ei^t^fpi 
ounces  of  bread  or  fhmv;  one  gill  of  rum,  whiskey,  or  brandy;  and")!^ 
the  rate  of  two  quarts  of  salt,  four  quarts  of  vinegar^  four  pounds  of 
soap,  and  one  pound  and  a  half  of  candles,  to  every  one  hundred  W* 
tions. 

It  is  understood,  that  it  shall  be  at  the  ofltion  of  i^  geniirali;  or 
officer  commanding  an  army  or  a  military  deparsoaenl^  in  all  cases  not 
otherwise  provided  for  by  this  contract,  to  direct  when,  aiid  Jiov 
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im} 


«fM,Mo»jli^|M|  MM  IMl^llf  p*«*  «?4«»%|f  pro, 
irtJffilftt  »  r»MQB«wc  6wi^>wre  uS^Msue  ts  to  commeQce;  ifet  the 
coQtr|rt|g  fHi^  i^fyy  .iM«*  Jiom'  two  d^  p  eyerjr  week,  and  the 
I  ct  j|^  Cor  ^  Hmaiuiffqi  the  .tfeek  he  v4^  the 


-^♦^■j-kr-.  .^ 


_  ,,  _    ies  iluill  be  fumisbcd  h^  jthe  «|dd  B»  0*  Qrr^bift 

$^  or  a^a^iDutrflttoj^  at.ibje^fo  and  military 

, r  fttV  ^  esuUU bed  iaibt  rtm]t9.aiQrc]Mi4f  upon  the  re* 

^  €q»f|i|iia|idapf  Pft^e  ari»^  or  a  post^Jlff^  Mich  qpuuititiea  ai^ 

sd  irb^  la  sul&cient  for  the  troops  tf)  b^  there  8tatione4 

I  c^lhrige  moQtba  io  advance^  in  gMd»od  wJMetome  pro- 

UstiDg  of  dift  prqporuoDi^  of  jill  the  iu-ticlp  fqrmiiig  the 

kflJJ^  -  '•■  •>  ,r      ■  .         ..."  -      •:.,■'  '•'; 

Igg^qodf  tbatif  the  contractor  shall  be  required  to  depo* 
Alt  p|fflpjjp»  jif .  ope,  placfC  or  po9t«  and  shall  afterw^cU  be  required 
to  mppi^^fiijio  be  jdjsHvered  at  another  place  or  po^t,  the  expense^ 
of  tn^jpfrtsia)^  IP  aucb  otbcr  place  ow  foat  shall  be  bofoe  by  the 
V^it»j^iiB9f^i^^^U  understooclf  tha^ all  sopplies  art;  ^o  bo  ori- 

gioafiy  Ipj^yefM  j^  (he  posts  where  ^hcy  may  be  required,  f  ithout 
«5?P«fef»  l|l^lMte4  St^tteii, 

^A«  That  wheoev^^  and  as  often  as  the  provisions^  stipuUr 
J|iil^li|d  W^^^  ws  contract,  shall,  19  the  opinion  of  the 
*~  ol^%  of  thcppst  or  place  where  they  are  offered  to  be 
ifoopd,  unfit  for  use,  or  of  an  uiimercbantable  quality,  u 
be  Wid.tb^reon  by  two  disinterested  persons,  one  to  be 
ty  the  conuDandiog  officer,  and  the  other  by  the  said  B.  G. 
'  I  ^^n^  and  in  case  of  disagreement,  a  third  person  to  be 
miuuai  consent,  who  shall  have  power  to  condemn  su^h 
provisions  as  to  thei^  may  appear  unfit  for  use.  But  if 
0^.Qrf,  or  his  agent,  shall  fail  or  neglect  to  appoint  ^ 
pcr^^^  il^spe^  the  said  provisions,  after  a  reasonable  notice  in 
wririiig,  i|  f^u^.]^  to  the  said  aommanding  officer  to  ap* 

^Qjisj^per^ns  as  be  may  think  proper,  to  inspect  the  provisions^ 
uiHlii^''^dv  with  power  to , condemn  as  aforesaid.  And  all  provi- 
i»of||  (?<^nciemnea  fay  such  survey  or  inspection  may  \>t  destroyed  by 
die  cOTwnaiidmg  officer.  ^ 

^Wtb.  TPh0X,  ^e  cionsmanding  general,  or  person  appointed  by 
h^^fH  es^h  p^t  or|ilacet  in  case  4>f  iibsoUite  iailure,  or  deficiency  in 
^  goMCity  oJF  provisions  eontracted  to  be  delivered  and  bsued, 
aiidfliavf  power  to  .supply  the  deficiency  by  purchase,  ^t  the  risk  and 
oikf^p|qiuiito£t^^^  Q.  (^r^bis  Jb^irarezejputors»ora4miaistra» 

^q{:|jdu.  ^Ehat  all  loascn  ausuioed  bjr  the  depredations  of  an  ene« 
fl(iy«  or  by  meai^^^e  troops  of  the  tJnited  States,  in  articles  intend- 
ed to  .compose  rations^,  to  faNC  issued  under  this  contract,  hieing  the 
property  of  the  ^ntractor,  as  well  as  in  other  property  necessarily 
vaed  in  transport^  tbe  same,  shall  be  paid  for  at  the  contract  price 
of  the  rations,  or  the  ^mpooeat  parts,  and  at  an  appraised  value  of 
the  other  ai^des^^on  the  deposition  of  opp  or  Qiore  creditable  qVaxac- 
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ters,  and  the  certificate  of  a  commssa^ned  officer^  when  the  mme 
^an  be  obtained,  ascertaining  the  circumstances  of  the  bss,  aoA  the 
amount  of  the  articles  fOr  which  compensation  is  claimed. 

Seventh.  That  escorts  and  guards  for  tlie  safety  of  .the  provi- 
sionSf  and  for  the  protecting  of  the  cattle  agMist  an  enemy,  shall  be 
furnished  whenever,  in  the  opinion  of  the  commanding  officer  of  th^ 
army,  or  of  any  post,  to  whom  application  may  be  made,  the  same 
can  be  done  without  prejudice  to  the  service;  and  that  the  said  B.  6. 
Orr,  his  heirs,  executors,  or  administrators,  shall  not  be  answerable 
for  any  deficiency  of  supplies,  at  any  of  the  satd  posts  or  pl^es,  if  it 
shall  appear,  upon  satisfactory  proof,  that  such  deficiency  mms  occa- 
sioned by  the  want  of  proper  escorts  and  guards. 

Eigth.  That  at  all  stationary  posts,  proper  storehouses  shall  be 
provided,  on  behalf  of  the  public,  for  the  reception  and  sa^eeping 
of  the  provisions  deposited  from  time  to  time  at  such  posts,  i^spec- 
tively;  and  the  contractor  shall  suffer  no  loss  for  want  of  sudi  stores. 

Ninth.  That  the  said  Benjamin  G.  Orr,  his  heirs,  executors,  of 
administrators,  shall  render  his  or  their  accounts  to  the  Accountant 
of  the  Department  of  War,  for  seutement,  at  least  once  in  ev^ry  ^hreo 
months,  agreeably  to  such  form  as  by  the  said  Accot|nt9^n(  may  be 
established  and  made  known  to  him  or  theqn, 

Tenth.^  That  all  such  advances  of  money  as  may  b^  made  to  the 
said  B.  6.  Orr,  his  heirs,  executors,  or  adn^inistrators,  for  atid  on  ac- 
count of  the  supplies  to  be  furnished  pursuant  to  this  contract,  and  aU 
such  sums  of  money  as  the  commanding  officer  of  the  troops  or  i^e* 
cruits,  that  are  or  may  be  within  the  limits  aforesaid,  may  cause  to 
l>e  disbursed,  in  order  to  procure  supplies,  in  conseijuence  o#  any 
failure  on  the  part  of  the  said  B.  G.  Orr,  his  hefrs,  executors,  or  ad- 
ministrators, in  complying  with  the  requisitions  herein  contained, 
shall  be  duly  accounted  for  by  him  or  them,  by  way  of  set-Oif  against 
the  amount  of  such  supplies,  and  the  surplus,  if  any,  repaid  to  the 
United  States  i^imediately  after  the  expiratiop  of  the  terin  of  this 
contract,  together  with  an  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum  per 
annum,  from  the  time  of  such  expiration  until  the  same  sl^all  be^ac- 
tually  repaid.    And  that  if  any  balance  shall,  on  any  settlement  of  t(ie 
>ftCcounts  of  tlie  said  Benjamin  G.  Orr,  his  heirs,  executors,    or:-^ 
administrators,  be  found  to  be  due  to  him  or  them,  for  or  oc^ 
account   of   the  rations  which  shall  be  supplied,  pursuant  to  tht^^ 
agreement,  the  same  shall  immediatcfly  be  paid.     And  that  no  uprei^^  ' 
sonable  or  unnecessary  delay  on  the  part  oi  tlie  officers  of  the  Unii^^ 
States  sKlllbe  given  to  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  thi^^said 
B.  G.  Orr,  his  heirs,  exec;utors,  or  administrators.     Provided  lio^w* 
ever.  That  no  member  of  Congress  shall  be  admitted  to  any  sliarc  or 
part  of  t)us  contract,  or  to  any  benefit  to  arise  therefrom. 


llS6i 

In  witness  iiHiereb^  the  said  Secnlttry  d  War,  for  and  no  behalf  of 
Ae  United  States,  bath  hereunto  mibscribed  his  name,  and  afl|^* 
ed  the  seal  of  the  War  Office  q{  the  United  States;  and  the  said 
Benjaanin  Q*  Ofr,  hath  hereto  set  his  band  and  seal  the  day  and 
year  first  above  written. 

(Signed)  JOHN  C.  CALtlOUN. 

[Seal  0/thc  fTw  Office.^ 


(Signed) 


BENJAMIN  6.  OBR 


Si^piedf  sealed  and  deliveretl 
in  die  presence  qf 
1^ 


bar 


two 


1*1  tH'CWh 


tfie^  00 


^,000  00 
l,7M  10 


Cuo 


r,66d  cfo 

Moo  00 
l,7M  10 


I 
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CPpy  ?/*  ^  ^^  fi^^  ^^^  thumu  to  Benjamin  B.  Orr^  amufeanira^' 
or 9  pr  hig  agent  a^  fort  Howkvu^  dat^  Hartford^  Oeorgi^y  Jamia* 

The  army  contractor  is  htrcby  rtquired  to  provide  for  Ae  daily 
istue  of  two  diousand  complete  rations  to  United  States'  troops  and 
militia,  at  the  new  fort  now  b||ilding  on  Flint  river,  nea^  the  Cbehaw 
village;  and  to  have  in  store,  a^hat  fort,  by  the  twentieth  day  of  oe^ 
mondi,  (February)  sixty  thousand  complete  rations:  the  nieatpart 
of  which  to  consist  of  good  pickled  pork  or  bacon. 
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In  the  Inner  psirt  of  Majr  last,  I  received  t  requbidkiii  on  A€ 
contractor,  fi.  O.  Orr,  from  major  general  Ctaines,  Uur  thirty  thousand 
radons  in  advance,  to  be  delivered  at  fort  Scott  and  fort  Gaines,  dii 
thelstandjbthof  July,  lSi7,  which  I  handed  to  the  contractor's 
agent  at  Charleston,  South  Carolina.  This  requisition  was  tot  coidm 
pUed  widi  until  August  or  September  following.  On  the  14th  of  June^ 
die  commanding  officer  of  Charleston  harbor,  finding  that  the  con* 
tractor  had  not  made  arrangements  for  furnishing  rations  to  the  troops 
nnder  his  commahd,  ordered  the  quartermastet^'s  department  to  8up« 
ply  the  deficiency.  In  obedience  to  this  order  I  made  a  contract  for 
ra^ns,  which  continued  in  force  until  the  last  of  August,  1817.  Ear- 
ly in  September,  colonel  Brearlv,  the  commanding  officer  of  the  7th 
military  department,  notified  the  contractor's  agent  at  Charleston, 
(the  only  one  then  in  the  states  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  that 
two  regiments  of  Georgia  militia  would  be  immediately  called  into 
the  United  States'  service,  and  would  rendelvOds  at  fort  Hawkins^ 
The  agent  neglected  to  make  proper  arrangeitienta  for  provisioning 
this'  force,  and  the  comnMmdiQff  officer,  under  the  injudctions  of  the 
contract,  ordered  a  special  purchase* 

C  VANDBYENTBlli 
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Bxiract  of  a  letttr  from  ChriatophelP  Van  De  Venter,  B.  Q*  M.  G.  to 
Oeorge  Qtafunn,  Jkimg  Secretary  of  War,  dated  Fort  Johnson^ 
June  i^,lS±7. 

The  contractor  havhig  failed  to  furnish  rations  to  the  troops  in 
this  harbor^  I  have,  in  obeaience  to  the  orders  of  the  comm^^ttdant, 
aiade  a  contntct  on  the  lowest  terms  that  could  be  obtained. 

I  have  recently  been  informed  by  gen.  Gaines,  that  strong  indica* 
tioDS  of  a  iFailure  in  the  supply  of  provisions  to  the  troops  stationed  at 
fyn  Scott,  and  in  that  quarter,  have  manifested  themselves.  A  failure 
m  this  lime,  would  be  distressing  to  the  army,  and  extremely  detri* 
IIKM^  to  the  service.  ^^  It  is  not  easy,''  general  Gaines  remarks  in  a 
lale  communication«  ^^  to  calculate  the  injuries  that  result  from  fisiilures 
on  thfi  part  of  contractors.even  in  time  o(  peace  in  a  wilderness  like  this* 
The  eiq>ensevatal^  times  very  great,  :)re  doubled,  and  often  quadru« 
piied^  by  a  few  weeks,  or  even  a  few  days,  delay  in  the  supplies,  and, 
at  this,  time,  the  troops  would  either  be  compelled  to  abandon  their 
poflta,  and  leave  the  frontier  setders,  and  public  property,  at  the  mercy 
of  hostile  Indians,  or  suffer  inevitable  death  by  hunger,  in  the  event  of 
filil|ire,A8  the  wildrness  aflPords  no  means  of  subsistence.'' 

Mr*  Orr  being  near  Washington,  it  may,  perhaps,  be  proper  for 
the  W^r  Department  to  know  the  real  state  of  his  supplies  in  that 
(UNHrtei^,  und  alsp,,  to  know  his  intentions  as  to  Tuture  arrangements, 
l^fore  active  measures  be  taken  by  the  commanding  general,  to  fur* 
nish  the  troops  through  other  channels.  It  is  with  this  view,  that  I 
have  suggested,  that  apprehensions  of  a  failure  in  Georgia,  are  enter- 
tained by  the  major  general  commanding. 


(Copy.) 

GENERAL  ORDERS. 

Head  Quarters,  Bartford^Oeo. 

December  20, 1817. 

The  contractor's  department  having  failed  to  provide  for  tlffe 
supply  of  raiii)ns  required,  the  acting  assistant  deputy  quartermaster 

Snejal,  lieut.  Keiser,  will  purchase  a  supply  for  the  detacl)ment  of 
^orgia  militia,  under  the  command  of  brig,  general  Glasscock,  so 
that  the  supply  on  band  shalli  at  all  times,  consist  of  not  less  than  two 
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ifs  rations  in  advance.  Lieut.  Reiser,  will  transmit  bills  and  draw  on 
te  Department  of  War  for  the  amount  pupcbasedi  Kinr^aaAWto  the  re-^ 
ilauoos  on  that  subject. 

By  order  of  nujor  general  Gaines* 

(Signed)  CLINTON  WRIGHT, 

\^rst.  Mj.  BeneraL 


\xtraU  of  letter  from  Ckneral  Oaines  to  Capt.  0.  W.  CoBis^  contractors^ 
ageni^  at  FortHawkimtj  dated  Ear  for  d^  Georgia^  January  Itft^ 
1818. 

I  ;bave  received  your  report,  in  v^hich  you  state,  that  you  have 
»me  rations  on  the  way;  but  you  do  not  state  where,  and  in  what 
lantit'ies,  they  are  to  be  found.  Let  me  be  informed  on  this  subject 
ithout  delay. 

Having  been  informed  by  brig,  general  Glasscock,  that  he  has 
3t  been  regularly  supplied  with  rations  by  you;  that  he  had  advanced 
ou  8^,000  to  purchase  pork  for  the  detachment  of  Georgia  militia 
nder  his  command,  (which  I  directed  you  to  forward  to  this  place, 
3r  that  detachment.)  I  Icai^^a  that  you  have  not  complied  with  my 
equisitioo  or  order.  , 


^iract  of  a  letter  from  M.  Arbuckk^  lieut.  coL  7th  rrgt,  infantry ^  to 
major  general  Jindrew  Jackeon^  dated  Fort  Scott ^  ±2th  February ^ 
1818. 

N.  B.  Since  writing  the  above,  I  have  received  a  letter  from 
general  Gaines,  dsited  on  the  20th  ultimo,  at  Hartford.  The  con- 
tractor's agent  in  that  quarter,  I  am  informed;  has  failed,  and  the  mi- 
Ktia  are  now  about  ninety  miles  above  this  badly  supplied  with  pro- 
visions. Capt.  Birch  has  informed  me,  that  he  wiH  be  able  to  obtain 
thifty  or  forty  head  of  beef  cattle  at  fort  Gaines*  He  will  be  compell* 
ed  to^t^ke  themi  as  the  people  refuse  to  sell. 
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Bictraet  dftt  Utter  from  JK  JhiucUe^  lieutenant  cohnet  commandant f 
to  general  Gaines^  dated Jbrt  Bcott^  ±Sth  January  ±S±S. 

I  have  heard  nothing  more  of  colonel  Brearly,  or  the  militim,  es« 
tept  that  they  were  within  twenty-five  miles  of  the  Flint  river,  on  the 
^th  instant. 

Brockman  wrote  me  on  that  date,  and  informed  me  dun  he 
was  engaged  procuring  provisions  for  the  militia;  the  extractor 
having  failed  to  supply.  This,  with  the  information  you  gave  on 
that  subject,  has  induced  me  to  contract  with  Mr.  M^CuUoh,  to  de» 
tiver  fifteen  thousand  rations  of  meat  at  this  post,  in  twen^  days 
from  this  time,  at  twelve  and  a  half  cenu  per  ration:  should  he  fulfil 
his  agreement,  and  captain  Birch  succeed  in  procuring  thirty  or  forty 
head  of  beef  cattTe,  I  think  that  supply  will  last  the  troops,  undl  pro* 
visions  are  received  from  New  Orleans. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  M.  JirbucUe^  Reutenant  colonel  commanding^ 
to  brigadier  general  GUaoococA^  at  Chehaw  tavntj  Flint  rivers  dated 
Fort  Scott^  ±Sth  January^  1818. 

In  the  latter  object  they  expect  to  succeed,  owing  to  our  want  of 
supplies,  and  their  calculations  are  not  without  a  reasonable  prospect 
of  successf  should  not  uncommon  exertions  be  made  to  supply  us 
from  your  quarter,  as  this  command  has  been  without  meat  at  this 
time  for  five  or  six  days,  and  have  barely  a  hope  of  receiving  a  tempo* 
rary  supply  by  a  command  sent  to  Fort  Gaines,  for  the  purpose  of 
cdlecting  a  few  beef  cattle. 


of  a  letter  from  general  Gameo  to  Ser^amm  6.  Orr^  army  con* 
tractor^  or  his  ageni^at  Fort  Sawkinoj  dated  BaftfordyGt^f^rgiai 
January  ±9th^l%l^ 

SIR,  > 

The  army  contractor  is  herebjr  f eqiitred  to  provide  ibr  ^  |biily 
issue  of  two  thousand  complete  rations  to  United  Slates'  trodps  and 
militia,  at  the  new  fort  now  building  on  Flint  river,  near  the  Cll^haw^ 
village;  and  to  have  in  store  at  that  fort,  by  die  tweotUirtrdiy  of  next 
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BMith,  rFebruaryO  ^^^  tlroutaod'  cbmpleCe  ratioiiai^^t^  tqeat  part 
of  which  to  consist  of  good  'pickled  pork  or  bacon. 


C0fy  9f  a  kiUr  ftom  0.  W.  Callhy  contract9r^9  agent ^  to  major  gene* 
rjd  €kannt  ^2i^  Eartfordj  Georgia^  January  tMh^  1318. 

Ihaye  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  recept  of  your  requisition 
und^  date  of  the  i9th  and  to  report,  that  the  contractor  cannot  com^ 
ply  with  it  io  full;  but  that  there  is  engaged  to  the  contract  to  have 
been  dklivered  at  Fort  Hawkifi?  dil'tlie  20th  of  this  month,  twenty 
thousand  rations  of  pork,  which,  together  withthe  provisions  and  the 
money  I  have,  or  may  have,  will  procure,  shall  be  fomished  the 
troops. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Iec. 


(Copy.) 

WashtngUmj  MM  lanutm^ 

sni, 

By  Bfr.  Thomia  Holliday,  who  left  this  place  early  in  December 
bit,I^&ent  00,200  tor  the  use  of  the  Georgia  contract,  and  by  Mr. 
loha  Prank,  who  fallowed  him  about  the  39th,  I  sent  8^,300  more, 
fer  the  same  purpose.  I  am  gready  concerned  to  hear  that  requlsi- 
tioas  Imt  sttpi^s  have  not  been  comfdied  with,  of  which  the  newspa* 
pas  ii^dte  mentieili,  and  that  general  Gaines  has  been  compelled  to 
order^fMrchases  to  be  nsade  by  government  agents.  I  hope  that  tlus 
pumm^  hastm  been  nnde  in  the  contractor's  default,  and  that  the 
jpneral  haa  resorted  |o  it  as  a  measure  of  addbional  safty,  as  he  was 
WrA|rH  in  doang  by  the  exigent  cire»mstances  under  which  he  was 
pluSL  ^  I  pr^.  you  to  midce  every  exertion  to  fulfil  my  engagements, 
and  lot  flse  faiow  fiiUy  and  bttfy  your  wmHSf  and  they  shall  be  aap- 
Ffied  at  %di.iritl  fMWCTf 
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I  h^ic  aot  hp^rd  n  woni  Ifom  Mr.  Frank,  Mr.  Hrilida; 
yourself,  or  Mr.  Cope,  for  a  month  past,  and  am  really  uneasy. 

With  great  respect^ 

lam, 

Tour  obedient  servant. 

(Signed)  BENJAMIN  G.  OII& 

A  true  copy, 

(Signed}        0.  W.  CALUS. 


ExlHKt  of  a  later  from  general  Qaines  to  the  .Secretary  of . 
dated  Hartford^  Oeorgia^  January  30, 1818. 

The  acting  quartermaster,  lieutenant  Reiser,  has  purchasec 
greater  part  of  the  provisions  issued  during  the  present  month,  ai 
now  engaged  in  the  purchase  of  thirty  thousand  rations,  the  gr< 
part  of  which  is  now  on  the  way  to  Fort  Scott,  by  the  way  of  J 
fiver. 


Mtctract  of  a  Utter  from  megor  general  Jlndnew  Jaoteon^  to  the^ 
tary^  mar^  daied  Fort  JOawkina^  gebnuary  4»thy  *»i»v. 

The  re^i^fdar  tvoops  at  9Wt  ficott  hn»t  bees  eat  of  pnov&i 
fcut  the  means  adapted  hy  major  general  Gafam  id  lenedf 't^ ' 
tndtvce^  il  Mrdng  presumption  ihot  tbey  Iwe  by  this  dme  mppl 
trtUchy  with  the  stores  errdeved  by  me  fann  Ndw  Otttans.,  wi 
iPim,  aftvd  me  an  ample  supply  ftn*  the  oamp^ 

The  contractor  iiaving  iailed,  general  mfbeji  ^hm  fay  wf  |p 
4ilMCCed  the  qwutermaitet  te^frarctiase  firovisioK,  in  which  &e 
•iitooedcri  so  far  as  toLfMMA  fj^fcotts,  md  a  aafiDiiincyiot  tN 
atttif;  this  will  march  the  xxw>i^  to  aoki  nomimm^'edmim.^ 
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Extract  of  a  letter  from  C.  ICeiser,  A.  D.  q.  M.  G.  to  the  Secretary  of 
War  J  doted  Fort  Hawkins^  Georgia,  la/A  February^  ^818. 

I  have  the  honor  of  traDsmiuing  to  you  the  enclosed  accounts  ot 
purchases  made  of  provisions  and  supplies  for  the  use  of  the  troops 
in  this  section,  for  the  payment  of  which  I  Have  drawn  on  the  De» 
partment  of  War.  In  consequence  of  the  several  failures  of  the  con- 
tractor's department  to  furnish  the  supplies  required  by  general 
Gaines,  I  have  been  compelled  to  disburse  funds  intended  for  the 
contingent  expenses  of  the  army  in  this  frontier. 


Ext(ait  of  a  letter  from  Mtjor  General  Andrew  Jachon%  to  the  Secre* 
tary  of  War^  dated  Hartford^  Georgia^  February  ±Uh,  18i8, 

I  arrived  at  this  place  on  the  evening  of  the  12th,  and  here  met, 
with  general  Oaines.  From  a  letter  received  from  the  governor  of 
Qreorgia,  advising  of  the  movement  of  the  militia  from  the  several 
counties  to  the  designated  point  of  rendezvous,  as  well  as  the  punctu^ 
ality  with  which  the  troops  have  assembled  here  under  g^eneral  Gaines's 
requisition,  has  induced  a  hope  that  I  shall  be  enabled  tu  make  a  prompt 
and  speedy  march  for  the  relief  of  fort  Scott. 

I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  colonel  B.  O.  Orr  to  cap*  ' 
uiii.CaIU&,  contractor's  agent  at  fort  Hawkins.  From  the  sum  which 
he  states  to  have  furnished  his  agents  in  this  country,  you  can  judge 
how  far  efficient  means  have  been  adopted  to  insure  the  necessary  sup« 
pbes  to  the  troops  heretofore  in  service,  as  well  as  those  summoned 
to  the  field  under  the  late  requisition.  The  mode  of  provisioning  wet 
army  by  contract,  is  not  adapted  to  the  prompt  and  efficient  movement 
of  troops.  It  may  answer  intime  of  profoiind  peace,  where  a  failure 
or  delay  cannot  produce  any  serious  ill  consequences.  But  where 
actiire  operations  are  necessary,  and  success  dependent  on  prompt  and 
quicft  movements,  there  is  no  dependence  to  be  placed  on  the  cen- 
tractor.  His  views  are  purely  mercenary,  and  where  the  supplies 
will  not  insure  him  a.  profit,  he  hesitates  not  on  a  failure,  never  regard- 
ing how  far  it  may  defeat  the  best  devised  plans  of  the  commander  la 
chieL  Expjsrience  has  confirmed  me  in  this  t^pinion,  and  the  recent 
failure  has  prompted  me  agaia  to  express  it. 

Tlie  plan  which  has  been  adopted  to  procure  the  necessary  suj)* 
plies  for  the  army,  to  transport  them  to  fort  Scott,  and  the  quantity 
otherwise  ordered  to  that  point)  will,  I  hope,  relieve  me  from  any 
5 
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embarrassmetit  on  that  account,  until  a  decisive  blow  has  been  struck 
upon  the  eoemy.  I  have  been  so  fre(|uencly  embarrassed  from  the 
f « ilure  of  contractors,  that  I  cannot  but  express  a  hope  that  some  other 
more  efficient  and  certain  mode  of  supplying  our  army  may  be  adopts 
ed— -such  a  plan  as  will  render  those  charged  with  the  execution  of 
so  important  a  trust  responsible  to  military  authority,  and  exposed  to 
severe  and  merited  chastisements,  whenever  defaulters,  at  the  discre- 
tion of  a  court  martial. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Arthur  P.  Hayncs^  Inspector  Genercd^  to  the 
Secretary  of  Wary  dated  Camp  Blount ^  mar  Fayettville^  TeneesseCf 
February  9, 1818. 

The  volunteer  brigade  from  West  Tennessee,  which  has  been  as' 
sembled  at  thi^  place,  has  been  furnished  by  private  contract.  The 
regular  contractor  not  having  been  given  the  legal  notice,  refused  to 
furnish  the  troops*  Under  these  circumstances  I  have  made  the  best 
arrangements  in  my  power.  Each  ration  has  cost  the  government 
twenty  cents.    The  provisions  furnished  have  been  of  good  quality. 
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miSEKATE 

on 

THfi  UNITBD  STATES, 

MaXCH  12,  1818. 

BMnillee  of  Cbdint,  to  whom  wm  referred  the  petition  of 
uielGbrk, 

at  th^  pettdoner  acted  a«  judge  advocate  of  a  court  martial 
in  the  state  of  New  York,  in  the  year  181S,for  trial  of  militia 
B  under  orders  of  general  Dearborn.  The  petitioner  recetv- 
»  hundred  dollars  from  two  delinquents  who  had  been  fined 
lars  each,  by  the  advice  of  the  court  and  general  Dearborn^. 
ceipt  was  had  in  preference  to  imprisoning  the  men,  as  the 
of  the  court  could  not  be  made  public  while  the  cdurt  was 
'When  the  proceedings  of  die  court  were  approved,  the  pe« 
paid  over  the  money  aforesaid  to  the  paymaster  general  of 
5  of  New  York,  by  direction  of  the  governor  of  that  state. 
ive  since  been  brought  aninst  him  for  the  recovery  of  said 
mcky  in  which  judgments  have  been  obtained  for  the  amount 
I  by  the  petitioner  with  interest,  through  the  misconduct  of 
liding  officer,  who,  in  withholding  the  records  of  the  court, 
since  left  the  country.  Thus  the  petitioner  alleges  he  has 
evented  from  making  a  successful  defence,  though  he  has 
le  diligence,  having  delayed  the  trial  a  long  time  in  the  hope 
icing  me  records  add  sentence  of  the  court, 
omthis  statement  of  (acts  it  appears  the  petioner  is  an  innocent 
I  having  become  involved  in  this  concern  without  fault  or  in- 
He  haa  had  his  claim  before  die  Secretary  of  War,  but  has 
vised  the  equiuble  authority  of  this  officer  does  not  extend  to 
wance  of  a  settlement  of  it. 

le  committee  believe  the  petitioner's  case  merits  relief,  and 
re  report  a  bill. 


i 
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IX  SENATE 
or  , 
TUB  UNITED  STATlis, 

^  Mj^kch  12, 1818,  ^ 

TIm^  CofiimUec  of  Cbims,  to  whom  has  been  referred  the  memorial 
of  a  commUtee  op  behalf  of  the  surviving  officer?  of  the  revolu* 
dooary  army,  soliciting  an  equitable  settlement  of  the  half  pay 
for  life,  as  promised  by  thp  resolves  of  Congress  make 

REPOBTi 

That  the  CQmmittee  have  with  the  most  earnest  attention  con- 
sideted  the  subject  of  the  memorial,  desirous  alike  of  doing  justice  to 
honorable  men  submitting  the  claim,  atid  tv)  that  commtintty  whom 
they  feel  the  strongest  obligations  to  senre  with  fidelity.' 

The  various  resolves  of  Congress  out  of  which  the  present  claim 
arises,  were  resoned  to  in  a  moment  of  extreme  peril,  the  end  6( 
which  could^not  be  foreseen,  and  the  peculiav  circumstances  of  Ae 
time  left  little  In  the  power  of  the  public  atiihofi ties  but  promises  of 
Veward  to  those  who  should  continue  in  the  service  to  the  end  of  the 
war.  These  promises,  however,  being  made,  were  binding  on  the 
public,  and  vested  rights  in  the  officers  to  the  promised  benefit  who 
fulfilled  the  required  service.  Theicaiures  of  this  compact  could  be 
changed  only  by  conset  of  both  parties.  'ITiat  it  hals  4»o  been  changed 
the  memorialists  admit,  but  under  circun>staoces  on  their  part  (hey 
allej;e  hardly  optional.  The  United  States  may  accede  to  the  proposal 
now  made^  but  \t  is  not  ertvnieh  there  be  power  tO  do  this,  there 
ought  also  to  be  perfect  fitness*  'That  the  officers  of  the  army  haVe  sttf- 
ft  red  from  the  depreciated  state  of  the  public  paper,  there  Is  fio 
^loubt  Many  may  have  sold  their  certificates  for  smHll  Vahie,  but 
this  evil  was  not  due  to  the  arrangement  oF  comnftutaiion  hut  to  the 
t^onditions  of  public  affairs.  There  apptrars  tiofhin^  in  the  resolves  of 
^he  old  Congress  to  prevent  the  transfer  of  certificates  of  hsrlf  pay  Ihr 
^^fe;  the  saipe  necessity  of  sale  would  have  existed  io  the  one  case  as 
^^  other,  a6d  the  same  suflferings  wouW  have  aris^,  working, 
however,  more  injustice  to  the  public  by  the  increased  amount.  Thb 
proposal  of  the  22d  of  March,  17H3,  oflPcring  to  commute  the  half  pay 
*^^r  life  into  five  years  whole  pay,  was  offered  to  the  free  acceptance  of 
^^e  officers  of  the  army.  The  chances  of  human  life  were  to  be  taken 
^^to  the  balance  in  trying  the  question.  It  was  oflfering  a  benefit, 
^Wch,  taking  the  ordinary  chances,  wiu  fairly  equivalenU  Wh'At.  >iia's 
^''^  at.uai  icoua  11  u  uOL  ucccdaMQ'  oow  to  inquire.     iudiv\d\xvA% \vijL<i 
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the  chances  to  survive  a  long  period,  and  to  ghre  to  the  survivors  at  dtia 
time  what  they  ask  would  appear  to  the  comflMttae  mjosticc  lo  thoac 
who  are  deceased*  Indeed  this  consideration  offers  a  strong  cvi« 
d«:nce  of  the  propriety  of  ihe  comfnutatton  as  ibe  beneits  of  tint 
arrangement  wete  more  equal.  Those  who  survived  tbe  wnr  but  m 
few  years  would  not  only  have  received  but  a  sasall  benefit,  but  ibeir 
loss  to  their  families  was  a  UMsfortuae  whtch  those  of  the  snnrWoaa 
have  not  suffered^  In  this  view  tbe  latter* are  in  a  j^eferaUe  ciSKltdoii 
and  have  the  least  to  complain  of.  The  committee  foibearto  enburg^ 
upon  these  points  further,  than  to  remark,  that  it  seeass  evident  tbcnre 
were  good  reasons  for  making  the  prdpositions  of  i7U,  wmd  good 
reasons  for  accepting  them.  They  were  offered  to  linea  wmd  corpst 
not  to  indtviduais)  and  in  their  acceptance  it  is*  fairiy  presumible  dbat 
some  consideration  was  had  to  public  feeling  and  opinion  as  well  as 
to  mere  benefit,  and  that  a  majority  of  the  illustrious  men  who  formed 
the  officers  of  the  army  of  the  rrvolmion,  in  accepting  the  cons* 
mutation,  acted  with  that  regard  to  their  country  wbtck  bad  indueed 
tbem  to  enter  into  its  service  in  which  they  so  nobly  encountered  sa£» 
ferings  that  proved  their  virtue  permanent.  Some  it  is  probable  from 
the  heginniag  assented  with  reluctance,  l^ld  those  who  have  survived 
a  long  series  of  years  feel  how  niucb  individually  they  hisve  smrren- 
dered.  This  feeling  the  committee  do  not  condeipan,  but  with  sen- 
timents of  the  utmost  deference  for  the  petitioners,  they  must  suppose  ' 
itbas  had  much  weight  with  tbem  in  offering  their  claim  wttb  so 
much  confidence.  The>  memorialists  allege  their  case  is  distinct  frosa 
all  other  creditors,  as  no  change  of  compensation  was  made  to  any 
other  class*.  This,  seems  liable  to  be  cpntroverted.  Hie  vfhfAc  pub- 
lic debt  of  the  revolution  hai^  been  arranged  upon  principles  different 
from  the  original  contract,  by  consent  of  the  creditors,  if  is  true, 
but  the  funding  Jaw  was  but  a  modification  of  the  commutation;  Such 
as  tbe  creditors  agreed  to,  and  like  the  commutation,  was  most  ad- 
vantageous, or  at  least  convenient  in  their  opinion. 

The  memorialists  refer  to  a  report  made  to  the  House  of  Be* 
p^esenlatives  in  1810,  which  center  in  the  conclusion  that  the  claim 
is  reasonable  andoug^t  to  be  granted.  The  committee  in  traversing 
the  same  question  feel  bound  to  come  to  a  different  result,  the  more 
so  as  a  bill  has  lately  passed  ix)th  Houses  of  Congress,  granting  bene- 
fits  to  oflScers  of  the  revolutionary  army  who  may  be  in  indigent 
cinaunstances;  but  even  t|iis  benefit  is  only  made  prospective.  There- 
fore. 

Resolved^  That  tbe  petitioners  have  leave  to  withdraw  their  pe- 
tition. 
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W  SENATE 


•Y 


W8  UNITED  STATES, 


MAmCH  12,1818^ 


Jic.  CfoUftborong^  ittna  tlie  committee  on  the  District  oi  Columbia, 
to  wliea  was  referved  the  petittQii  of  Joho  AcUum, 

aEFOBT, 

Tliat «  hiir,  passed  on  the  5ih  Jtdjr,  1812,  autfiorises  the  President 
of  file  United  States  to  lease  out,  for  a  term  not  exceeding  ten  years^ 
die  fcaenratioos  of  the  public  grounds  in  the  city  of  Washington, 
which  are  designed  for  public  gardeosf  walks,  &c«  on  such  terms 
sod  ccMiditions  as  he  nu^  think  proper,  providing  at  die  same  time 
for  dieir  improvement.    This  law,  the  committee  are  of  opinion,  i# 
SBsply  sufficient  for  the  intended  purpose;  and  as  die  improvement  of 
the  puUic  grounds  is  the  immediate  care  of  Congress,  they  do  not 
think  it  adviseable  to  authorise  the  extension  of  the  lease  beyond  ten 
years  at  one  time,  but  leave  it  to  the  distretion  of  Congress  to  renew 
the  lease  at  its  expiration,  as  circumstances  shall  direct.    The  com- 
mittee therefore  beg  to  be  discharged  from  the  furrier  considerap 
ti^o  of  the  memorial. 
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W  SENATE 
THE  UNITED  STATES, 

MABCHi2,  1^16. 

The  committee  of  Clnms^  to  whom  wis  referre4 1)|€  petiUon  of  MU 
duiel  Hogjaoi  maipe 

BEPOBT: 

^niat  tbey  find  the  petitioner's  house  in  the  i^ilkge  of  Utioi,  in 
the  state  of  New  York,  was  forcibly  occupie4  in  February,  1813,  for 
about  fifteen  days,  by  captain  Samuel  Moore,  commanding  a  deuch- 
ment  of  volanteers,  then  in  the  United  States^  servicci  for  quarters 
£ot  hi$  men.  Considerable  damages  appei^r  to  have  been  done  to  the 
88ud  hous<i^  by  said  detachment,  for  which  die  petitioner  has  not  beeQ 
compensated.  In  Ju)y  following  the  occupancy  as  aforesaid,  an  ap« 
praisement  w^%  had  by  certain  |>erson8  agreed  on  by  quartermaster 
general  Swartwout  and  the  petitioner,  who  adjudged  the  damages  at 
1,95  dollars,  lliis  ilppraisement  was  not  approved  by  the  quarter- 
master  general,  he  being  advised  from  the  War  Department  the 
claim  could  only  be  allowed  by  act  of  Congress.  The  committee  be- 
lieye  the  claim  b  reasonable  to  a  certain  extend  and  report  a  bill  for 
itsaUowance. 
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IN  SENATE 
THE  UNITBD  STATES, 

BfABOH  13, 1818. 

The  Covunittee  on  Pensions,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Godfrey  H.Belding) 

REPORT: 

.  That  the  petitioner  states  in  September,  181£,  he  enlisted  in  die 
lltH  regiment  of  infantry,  as  a  private  scddier,  for  the  period  of  18 
months;  that  he  continued  in  the  army  until  the  peace  in  1815,  during. 
which  time  he  was  regularly  promoted  to  the  rank  of  2d  lieutenant* 
l^t  in  the  campaign  of  1813,  under  general  Wilkinson,  at  the  batde 
of  Williamsburg,  November  11th,  1815,  in  Upper  Canada,  he  (then 
a  sergeant  in  the  regiment  aforesaid)  was  wounded  by  a  musket  ball, 
which  entered  his  arm  at  the  elbow  joint;  that  he  was  placed  on  the 
pension  list  at  eight  dollars  per  month,  according  to  hb  rank  as  a  ser- 
geant.   The  petitioner  now  asks  for  a  pension  equal  to  the  rank  he 
held  at  the  close  of  the  war,  which  was  that  of  a  lieutenant,  or  that 
his  pension  may  be  increased*    The  committee  are  of  opinion  that 
it  is  inexpedient  to  depart  from  ftdes  long  settled  by  Congress,  and 
that  the  pension,  so  far  as  it  regards  rank,  should  be  confined  to  the 
rime  the  wound  was  received,  or  disability  incurred;  and  as  the  pe« 
titioner  offers  no  special  circumstances  to  induce  the  committee  to  in- 
crease his  pension,  they  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following 
resolution: 

Besohedj  That  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw  his  peti- 
lion. 
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IN  SENATE 


ow 


THE  UNITED  STATES, 


MabchIS,  1818. 


*ne  CoBtButtee  on  Naval  Affiun,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  Belinda  Bowee, 

BEPOBT^  ^ 

That  your  committee,  having  ezanuned  the  due  of  the  petition- 
er, are  of  opinion  that  she  is  entitled  to  the  relief  prayed  for,  under 
enstmg  laws,  which  no  doubt  would  be  aflPorded  her  b^  a  proper  ap« 
plication  to  the  Department  of  the  Navy.  Your  committee  therefore 
submit  the  following  resolution; 

Resohtdy  That  tiie  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw  her  peti- 
tion. 


ri4s] 

MESSAGE 


JPROM 

THB  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

TftANtMITTIIfO, 

IN  OBEDIENCE  TO  A  RESOLUTMMf 

OP 

TEE  8EJMTB  OP  THE  rOlRD  OF  FEBRUARY  tAST, 

ABl»OET 

FROM 

THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY, 

RESPECTINQ 

11k  progres$  made  under  the  act  to  pnroide  for  swroeying  the 
coast  of  the  United  States. 


Maxch  16,  1818. 
Printed  bj  order  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 


^ 


WASHINGTON* 

raiNTEP  BT  B.  DE  KRAFFT% 

1818. 


£Mfl 


To  ^  Senate  of  AeVmttd  BiaU^ 

Id  compfiaDce  with  a  resobitum  of  the  Senate  of  die  United 
8dttes,of  tbeSdof  Fetmiaiy last^ reooetling the F^eiideiit to ceuie 
to  be  laid  befi»re  them  *^  a  statemeot  of  the  prc«es8  made  imdeir  the 
act  to  provide  for  sunreying  the  coast  of  the  united  Sdttes,  pmsed 
Pdinufy  iOf  1807,  and  any  sobseqiient  acts  on  the  same  subject,  and 
the  expenses  hicurred  thereby/'  F  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secit* 
taty  of  the  Treasury,  containing  the  information  re<)uired« 

JAMES  MONROE. 


WoihmgtQn^Mptrch  ^6^1818. 
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TREASURY  DEPARTMENT, 

28th  Feiruaryt  ISlSt 

In  obediitoce  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  8d  inatant,  request* 
ioft^tt^^t^^^^^^^  ^^  ^^  Uotted^  States,  to  cjtuse  a  statement 
tif '  t^jM0g|geflb  made  under  the  act  to  provide  'for  surveying 
di^^^^||pt  ^  the  United  States,  passed  February  tOth,  1807, 
and  'miifi  anhscquent  acta  on  the  same  subjectj  and  the  ex- 
penses ^Ufted  thereby «  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate^  whkh  has 
b<^  referred  by  die  President  to  this  Department;  the  Secre- 
tly of  the  Tri^uiy  respectfully 

REPORTS: 

13ie  endlkised  ctmimmieatiohs  to  and  from  F.  IL  Hassler,  and  a 
statemi^t  of  the  sums  which  have  been  expended  in  the  execution  of 
that  seifvice*;  of.  the  appropriations  which  have  been  made  for  this 
object  249,284  25  was,  on  the  Slstof  December,  1810,  carried  to 
the  credit  of  the  surplus  fund;  and  the  further  ^um  of  g29,720  BT 
was  carried  to  the  credit  of  the  same  fund  in  the  year  ISlSy  and  the 
part  of  the  %S0,595  45,  now  unexpended,  which  shall  be  unapplied 
on  the  27th  of  April  next,  will  be  carried  to  the  credit  of  that  fund, 
ID  the  same  manner;  as  the  Treasury  has  no  m^ans  of  avoiding  the 
operation  of  the  law  directing  all  appropriations  which  are  not  ex« 
pended  within  two  years  from  their  respective  dates,  to  be  carried  to 
tfie  credit  of  the  surplus  fund. 

I>educting  the  sums  which  have  been  carried  to  the  credit  of 
che  surplus  fund,  it  appears  that  there  has  been  expended  under  the 
several  acts  directing  the  survey  of  the  coast,  the  sum  of  fifty -four 
thousand  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars  and  twelve  cents* 

All  which  is  rfispectfuUy  submitted, 

WM.  n.  CRAWFORiJ. 

The  Freaident 

of  the  TJnitei  States. 


tw«l 


(C«wO 

■   \ 

TREA9PRT  DKSMK^MENTt 

SIB, 

The  correspondence  relative  to  vour  being  einployed  as  t^ 
tendent  of  the  survey  of  the  coast,  under  the  act  of  Congress  tei 
ingthat  object,  have  been  submitted  to  the  Presi^^ent,  and  yqi 
vices  are  engaged  on  the  following  terms: 

i.  Th^  whole  of  jrour  time,  laliour,  talenu,  and  att^yat^M 
be  riven  to  the  work;  as  well  in  relation  to  the  superintendeiiGa, 
duties  to  be  performed  by  miliary  or  naval  officers  and  assistluii 
by  draughumen  and  engraversy  as  in  relation  to  the  parts  of  ^ 
which  arc  to  be  execut(^d. 

2*  You  will  be  provided  with  competent  assistance  ofti 
and  men,  from  the  corps  of  engineers,  and  from  the  navy;  wi^ 
and  field  equipage,  with  baggage,  wagons,  and  horses;  and  yoi 
liave  the  free  use  of  the  public  instruments  and  books,  for, |hi 
poses  of  the  survey. 

3*  The  parties  of  officer^,  men,  and  assistants,  accoiimpf 
3-0U,  will  be  ordered  to  cootform  to  your  instructions;  and  all  tl 
cidental  expenses  of  the  survey,  which  are  of  a  public  Datvi|ie,V 
defrayed  by  the  government;  but  your  own  personal  expensesi  1 
be  defrayed  by  you,  whether  you  are  employed  nt  home  or  j|brc 

4.  tunds  will  be  placed  from  time  to  time,  upon  your  re^ 
tioqs,  in  the  hands  of  the  chief  officer  accompanying  you,  td  b 
bursed,  upon  your  order,  in  the  payment  oi  the  expenses  pf  a  | 
nature^  and  to  be  accounted  for  by  bimiit  the  Treasury,  onfce  $,\ 
i&  every  three  months. 

5.  You  will  receive  in  full  of  all  your  services,  a  compens 
at  tbt  rate  of  three  thousand  dollars  per  annum;  and  for  all  ypw 
aonal  expenses,  an  allowance  at  the  rate  of  two  thousand  ^^ai 
annum,  to  commence  on  the  18th  day  of  June,  1816,  and  Yo  be 
quarterly,  at  the  Treasury,  upon  yoUr  drafts. 

6.  You  will  make  frequent  reports  of  your  progress  to  thii 
partment;  and  deposite  here  aU  the  surveys,  draughts,  notes»  e 
maps,  journals,  and  documenU  in  anywise  belonging  to  the  si 
of  the  coast;  and  you  will  return  the  public  instruments  and  hoc 
soch  place  as  shall  be  directed|  when  tbey  are  no  longer  require 
the  business  of  the  survey. 


[US] 


%Ut^U(if  tiHie,1t  ahouUI  be  nfjiiiiry  t^  esplaia  the  mitiir^ 
^adieitsDt  of  jsmnr  eQiptoyment,  ydur  coromunicationi  to  Ms^^m 
pirtnieiiti  ilsA  particularly  the  art&de  submitted  by  you  oo  the  liHh 
m  Jufy,  lSi6,  will  be  resorted  to. 

It  only  renuuns  to  repeat  ihe  President's  soUcitude  for  a  sueess- 
fUl.and  speedy  ei^cntioii  of  the  great  natioaal  work,  which  is  thus 
cootded  10  you;  and  to  assure  yo^pf  the  esteem,  with  which 

Tour-most  obedient.senraM, 


is^-^,  .-v 


li^ed) 


A.  J.  DALLAS. 


¥fi^ 


[|,^^.    H 
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^otti  mwie  assented  to  by  Mr*  ffiM^ler,  >y  let- 
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First  report  to  the  Treasury  Department  of  the  United  Stai^^  upQn  i4r 
survey  of  the  coast. 

Tlie  settlement  of  my  accoiiiUs  bpoa  my  mission  lb  Xonofe 
for  procuring  the  instruments  for  the  survey  of  the  coasvbeiDg  com* 
pleted  on  the  21st  of  July,  1816,  I  returned  to  Philadelphia,  to  com- 
municate with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Mr.  Dallas,  uppn  the 
beginning  of  the  operations  to  activate  the  work  of  the  survey. 

Mr.  Dallas  wished  me  to  proceeds mmediately^^sayiag,  m^  i  ksd 
not  need  of  any  thing  more  than  to  request  frop  gener^  J^if  j  ' 
mandefin  chief  oFthe  United  States' engineers,  the  nece^ayaty  ^ 
assistance:  that  major  Abert  of  the  topographical  eilgind^tf, 
accompany  me;  take  the  command  of  the  military,  and  be  ftc^}  ' 
the  necessary  funds  for  the  expenditures  of  a  puttie  nnfp 

The  first  operation  in  a  work  of  this  kind,  \%  tb^&A'. 
well  situated  localityto  measure  a  base  liiie  of  from  8(^nTto^._ 
in  length,  if  possible,  by  which  all  the  subsequent  t^a6^qtlt^ 
comes  calculable.     Planes  of  such  an  extent  of  ^olld  |iroui»f, 
impediments,  are  not  frequent  in  f^y  CQWtT^K  jatn^d  th^p|ig|peij 
ing  of  the  bases  to  evolve  a  good  and*  wii^wM^ie^us^ft^ 
from  them,  required  always  much  combiniurarti^  particulai 
tries  yet  much  wooded.  ^  , 

It  \tas,  therefore,  first  of  all,  necessary  for  nie  to  reCbivacAi 
localities  of  the  seashore  and  its  neighborhood,  as  by  a  g'Snerj 
ledge  of  the  country;  might  be  most^  likely  to  pfcscnt^these  ri 
intended,  or  at  Ibast  approxiimites  thetik  the  nearest. ^^V^^ 

Such  a:  loCaHty  I  hoped  to  find  on  the  W>w  shorei  of  Ne 
or  on  Ijong  Island,  where » in  the  first  place,  tic  triangles  shtil 
extend  over  New  Tcirk'bay,  by  the  means  of  thy  Highlands  o1 
Sink,  or,  in  the  secclid,  over  the  Sound  by  ^eans  of  the  hilW^ 
Island  and  Connecticut. 

The^rth  of  Jul/I  left  Hhiladelphfa  wlrfrtlic  necessary  insti 
intending  to  mtht  major  Ab^t  in  Moiint  HQlly»J(;CW  Jersj 
quest^im  to  accotnpany  me  in  a  toiir  to  the  fiprtheastern  seftthoi 
of  this  state,  hi%  not  yet  being  provided  w(tb%eans  and  fu^ds  to 
assist'ime,  prevented  him  from  covi^ua^,  Fatftftnpted  to  procecfd  a^one, 
but  accidental  in^edtmems  pre>e9ted&lig0p^e|,  and  proved  vfl^  at 
this  first  outset,  that  it  would  be  irri'ppssiblc  to  proceed  in  thejmend  " 
work  without  ihM  kind  of  asshtimce  which"!  had  required^^DamclVs 
military.  ^  ^     -   /  '^ 

I  re«iirn^,  th^^fore,  on  the  high  road  from  Trenton  to  New 
Tprk,  visiting  the  eminences  which  I  thought  might  afford  points  c' 
tiiSrgle  to  connett  the  head  on  the  navigation  of  the  llelaware  witi 
Ne^.  York  bay,  and  attendilDg  to  the  ^itpaiion  of\bc  roads,  toseeiJ 


€:d 


f  3j^M  them  might  furaish  a  proper  locality  for  the  base  line. 
iMhl^^a^aver^  wa9  reduced  to  the  discovery  of  one  well  situat* 
pMt  on  Uie  aand  hills,  about  eight  miles  southtrest  of  New  Bruns« 
(^,;iriiAi^h,p|oj$ctiDg  towards  the  eastern  plains,  is  likely  to  give  a 
pijyi^^  for  tike  said  connection* 

Tlie'lSt  ot  Aiigast,  I  arrived  at  general  Swift's,  in  Brooklyn,  on 
tng  t^bcod,f%  request  assistance  in  soldiers  and  means  of  convey* 
ce  for  ^tl|e  instruments,  &c.  which,  however,  the  situatidn  of  the  mi* 
dry  sefvi^idid  not  enable  him  to  assist  me  with.  But  upon  the 
'^^n^li^^^l^'^^'^^^^'^*  three  cadets  of  the  military  academy, 
*^  ilgki^SSnnet  and  Newton,  volunteered  their  services  in  the 
fm^Kided  to  make  over  Xjong  Island  smd  Connecticut,  to 
Ij^^ll  plains  which  the  general  thought  one  of  the  most 
jtJbr^l  base  thereabout,  and  the  hills  on  both  sides  oi  (ht 

i)^^f$jfifo{^€  young  gentlemen  I  left  Brooklyn  the  6th 
^«|imtd  both  shores  of  Long  Island  as  far  as  Setauket.  and 
rtii^l^ltynRampsaead  plains,  and  the  range  ol  hills  through  the 
(Klk^Qf>Uie  island  and  on  Connecticut  side,  from  Fairfield  to  New 
^rk.;."-/.^       '.'..•.       : 

^e  I|ilb,^%l4png  Island  are  so  much  upon  one  Une  and  of  ^o 
»r  d|ualelevad^jthat,  though  some  tops  of  them  are  free'of  woo^s, 
t  the  next  wooded  hill  always  covers  the  view  of  all  the  others.^ 
ittipsttad  plains,  though  not  very  evea,  would,  however,  aiford  a- 
oi  ground  fpr  the  measurement  of  a  base,  but  it  lays  too  near  the 
l|l^|bat  a  base  ^uld  actually  be  measured  which  would  be4(he 
gnKSi^e  of  the 'first  triangle,  and*  tnlrefore,  render  its  length  nae- 
A«»*i  HfQli^iead  harbour  hill,  which  is  the  only  point  presenting  i> 
if  as  auilrd  pointto  the  first  triangle,  lays  only  between  thnfc  ai«d. 
ir  jnUes  perpendicularjv  from  the  mo^t  distant  line  which  could  be 
aMired  ip  the  plaiii.  From  this  to  a  hill  in  Eastwoods,  the  propor* 
|l  of  the  triangle  would  be  advantageous,  requiring  only  to  cut  ^ay 
pug^  t^e  i!roo4  pa  the  tpp  of  Ham pfitead  harbour  hills  but  cheq  |^e' 
lii:^fia*r<9|ponding  point  which  could  be  pbtained,  would  be  aboitt 
^CfSf  Piains,iiear  the  bpupdary  between  New  Tork'and  Connecticut; 
**  SjKi  far  oflf as  to  give  a  too  acute  angled  trhingle.  ■, 

Mb  there,,^ea%tward8,  the  side3  ot  the  triangles  crossing  the 
ffnSt  become  of  considerable  length,.and  k  will  require  carei'ul 
tf|9  find  distances  on  the  same  shore  coipre^ponding  with  them, 
^|j|S^^ the  elevjyions  in  Long  Island  are  top  mufh  wooded,  and 
is^  dfCbnnectiCut  do  not  admit  very  distant  views*  The  connect 
sj^between  them  mi^t  most  likely  succeed  by  connecting  alter* 
icIjF appint  oadu^Jtilb  with  one  op  the  shore. 

,Q£^dttJwest  s;|le,  towards  New  York,  the  equality  of  the  elc'* 

te4  wi^^  thcci^,  will  oblige  to  Jay  ^Ome  of  th&prin- 

yal  pcnim  lo*the  west  ftide  of  the  Hudson  river,  to  forn^^he  con^* 

ctioD  with  the  %ay  ol  New  York. 

I  arrived  mdn  fo  Philadelpbiai  about  the  18th  of  Ax^caaX^wsi 
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stated  in  my  letter  to  the  Treasury  Department  oT  tt^X^ 
ivecessity  to  continue  to  reconnoitering  till  to  Cape  May, 
plan  of  operation  could  be  formed  for  the  siirvey  of  this  part  ^ 
country*  , 

In  Philadelphia  I  gave  directions  upon  soikie  wood  woxlp  to'jy 
made  for  the  base  measuring  arrangements,  and  received  olbi 
works  that  were  done.  » 

The  cadet3  who  had  accompanied  me,  having  df  cbwie  rctumec 
to  the  military  academy,  and  genera}  Swift  and  majbr  Abert  notye 
being  provided  with  me^ns  to  assist  my  further  operations«whic] 
means  they  expected,  however,  soon  to  obtain,  I  employed  the  tiiti< 
from  this  to  the  5th  September,  to  effect  the  removal  of  my  frnmily  n 
Newark,  without  detriment  to  the  work  of  the  survey. 

I  had  directed  major  Ab^rt  to  meet  me  in  South-  Amboy  Witl 
the  instruments,  (which  I  had  left  under  the  car£  of  general  8#ift„ 
two  soldiers,  and  the  necessary  conveyance^  on  his  infoniia|aoii  tba 
.  he  was  ready  to  repair  to  the  place,  I  met  him  there  on  Simday,^|)ii 
-Stb  September,  provided  with  a  small  Jersey  wagon,  two  barso 
which  he  had  purchased,  ^nd  two  soldiers  from  the  garrison  ot  Wt^ 
Coint.  '       '  •  /  > 

Th^  heavy  storms  of  this  month  interrupted  us  here  till  the  16th 
on  which  day  I  went  to  New  York  to  proceed  by  water  to  South  Am 
boy  in  order  to  take  a  yiew  of  the  shores  of  New  Y^rk  bay  ai^ 
;the  Narrows,  The  18th  of  September  we  proceeded  on  our  Xq^ 
over  the  Highlands  of  Neversink,  Sandy  Hook,  and  Shreiysbtiry 
which  1  had  intended  to  visit  on  my  first  outset  frond  Pl|tila4c|pbia 
anct  from  which  we  bad  late]g^  be^n  prevented  by  storms*  Th^B^ 
versink  presented  us  a||;ain^  chain  of  elevations  of  so  ^ear  e^ 
height,  that  the  woods  in  most  of  them  impede  greatly  the  view^ 
'one  from  the  other*  However,  the  beach  and  plain  of  Long  BmtiM 
south  of  Sandy  Jlook,  appeared  to  promise  belter  prospects  ^f^J 
base  than  Hampstead  plain;  we  visited,  therefore,  all  the  remarku 
.hills  west  of  it,  an4  measured  the  angles  of  all  thq  promineat  pcm 
of  the  vicinity,  by  always  observing  the  whole  circle  of  the  hori]^ 
with  the .  theodolite,  as  I  had  done  already  in  my  foriner  ezcursliii 
attending  pauipularly  to  such  points  as  >vould  direet  upon  the  viub? 
extent  of  the  Ix)ng  Branch  shore,  from  the  hills  which  mig^t  be^ifnd 
tlie  points  of  the  first  triangle,  •  *^i^ 

\Viih  similar  inquiries  we  proceeded  ffll  soutir  of  FrechoJM 
Monmouih  Courthouse,  where  an  apparently  lasting  slorm  inter|un(B 
us.  Our  horses  had  suffered  severely  by  travelling  ifi  the  hjeavy  ali&c 
find  marshes,  gne  of  them  wa^  wounded,  and  the  wagon  aeedtfd^poC 
repairs:  major  Abert  and  I  partec',  therefore,  frtim  one  another^appoits 
ing  to  meet  again  fpur  days  after  at  New  Bruns^vick;  at  which  |)|^rce  vi 
met  again  ihe  2rth  of  September.  "\Vc  went  to  the  poin^tSn  Sad 
Uill  whigh  I  h;\(J  visited  before,  and  put*up  a  temporary^stgrij^;  bo 
haziness  prevented  of  mak'ing*any  observations,  and/  also  to  see  thi 
signal  again  from  somy  hills  souiK and  cast  of.it,  which  we  visiteil 
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f^  to  the  seashore,  in  an  easterly  dtt^ection,  in  search  of 
comection  tovrards  Trenton,  first, ^nd  again  from  Shrews- 
ke  iil<^e  southern  shore;  but  with  the  exception  of  a^eacoa 
i  Ve^c^Q  Craniiurg  and  the  Burnt  Tavern,  no  interesting  hill  or 
^foUlil  fi0iQt  ^^eared,  and  ffom  this  latter  place  till  to  the  seslshore, 
vl&^iRre  nket  again  at  peaVer  Bams,  the  head  of  Cramburg  Bay, 
iidi^ne  plains  fully  destroyed  every  expectation  to  find  either  an 
dvaatggtk^  triangle  point  or  a  locality  for  a  base  line,  which  re* 
laifjed  of  courae  yet  our  principal  object,  as  Long  Branch  is  much 
11^  limited  than  I  shobld  properly  Wish. 

^We  cpHtiBued  our  route  from  there,  southwardly,  on  the  beach, 
at4#i5  tW  bay»  until  opposite  Forked  River,  where  we  passed 
^laitk  on  thej^ain,  having  seen  almost  nothing  but  fogs  and  musqui- 
»es4.tWe  d^tinued  on  the  main  through  pine  barrens  and  cedar 
K^M^HfirirTackerton,  from  where  we  crossed  again  overtone 
le^ittDtt^^^dies  forming  little  Egg  Harbor  Inlet,  and  returned  to  the 
isi^^^l^d's  Point,  south  of  MuUicus  river,  on  which  last  place, 
rmr^l^liieiKhat  more  favorable  weather,  we  confirmed  our  former 
idgin«;[{its&r  iafotmation  collected  and  what  little  we  had. 

ben  abh^  to  see,  viz:  thsit  this  country  is  unfit  for  a  survey  on  an  ex» 
:iisive>:^^ale,  and  can  only  be  surveyed  by  a  secondary  and  detail 
;>erat;idnsV  ^isytherefor^i  indicates  again  as  the  only  possible  route 
»r  t&elmain  inangulation  that  from  the  Neversink,  through  Jersey, 
I  a  aoutliwest  direction,  to  Trenton,  Philadelphia,  and  Wilmington, 
Ucli  I  idwviya  had  in  contemplation  as  the  most  proper  and  adVan^ 
tj^pus  to  the  general  accuracy  and  speed  of  the  work;  however^  we 
^Dtinoed  out  route  on  till  Cape  May  Island)  with  regard  toidie 
EeUE^  taken  upon,  this  subject.  '^ 

/  >lE*he  chores  of  the  Delaware  Bayi  particularly  near  its  outlet  into 
le  sesi,  seemed  by  a  general  view  of  their  configuration,  to  hold  out 
>me -expeciatictfis  for  the  main  object  which  we  had  in  vie#|  the 
^liog^^l^an  advantageous  base;  but  they  were  fallacious* 

OSie  Jersey  shore  presented  nothing  useful  for  the  intended^ur* 
>se,  and  onl^.  some  projecting  law.  points  of  land  useful  for  a  secon« 
uy  tHangulation,  in  the  whole  length  till  up  to  Salem,  which  we 
ere  oliged  to  fpllow  it,  on  account  .of  the  impossibility  to  obtain  a 
issage over  theb^y. 

•  We  crossed  the  Delaware,  opposite  Newcastle,  aodproce^ed  to 
i^miogton,  where  a  consultation  widi  colonel  M^Lane,  collector  of 
^  state  of  Delaware^' destroyed  all  hopes  of  better  success,  on  the 
esterolshore  of  the.bay;  we  limited' ourselves,  therefore,  to  the  vi« 
^tgof,  a  base  of  'near  three  miles,  measured  by  major  Kobardeau, 
am  Fort  Penn,  northward,  which  could  by  no  means  answer  our 
&e;s,  aild  by  giving  us  an  idea  of  the  nature  of  the  ground,  showed 
iil^^e  would  lose  nothing  to  trust  to  the  information  obtaiped,  and 
^^S^apend  oiir^in}e  much  better  in  a  speedy  return:  to  inquire 
^acieiT  iiilot^e  rw^ts  of  the  rcconnoissances  hitherto  made,  if  possi- 
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ble,  to  take  advantage  of  tbe.remaindier  of  t^e  fPasMMm 
detail  inquiries  upon  the  base,  on  I/>ng  Branch,^&9. 

Besides  this,  the  weather  proved  now  so  adverse,  as  to  i 
evcp  our  desire  of  a  nearer  inquiry  into  the  « icioity  of  Wilmi^  _ 
where  the  hill  on  which  Doctor  Tilton  lives,  seems  ^  offer -a  yerjr 
good  point  of  junction  from  the  Delaware  to  the  head  of  Chcsapesil^^* 
jBay,  which  is  again  the  proper  direction  for  the  main  triaiitgulaliw  ^ 
in  like  manner,  and  for  the  same  reasons  as  mentioned  with ,  r^^p^  ^ 
tp  Kew  York  Jtoy  and  the  Delaware.  .^jj^     X 

We  arrived  in  Philadelphia  the  16th  of  October,  an^  h^^p, 
immediately  for  home,  to  make  the  necessary  platting  and  co^~    '  * 
son^  of  the  observations  and  informations  collect^  tp  the  <* 
reconnoisances  hitherto  related. 

The  result  of  these  inquiries  was,  that  the  plain  of  Long  Bmi^h^r^ 
was  the  only  locality  of  aA  those  hitherto  visited,^  giving  any  |ii)m?  ^ 
bttlty  to  allow  a  base  line  of  only  admissible  lengdi9  tob^e  jm^^^^^^^ 
upon  in  a  position  lo  admit  a  continuance  of  triangles.    In  ^t4|Ei|^j^ 
respect,  it  appeared  superior  to  Hamstead  plains,  if  PolheraQ8^K^;  , 
between  Coltoneck  and  the  Academy,  would  Uipiowed  to  be  fakeii^ 
^  first  triangle  pdiot,  which  depended  on  the  length  and  parilcjo^; 
places  of  the  beach,  visible  from  this  hill,  and  for  this  I  bad  sooiq  v. 
hopes,  as  a  considerable  angle  was  subtended  between  the  aor^iei*  ^ 
most  visible  point  of  the  beach  and  the  plai:e,  where  high  pines  .p^zd^i'j^., 
it  certain  that  the  view  was  lo^t  towards  the  south;  the  lowei;  Jater* j,; 
Vening  woods  I  hoped  could  be  overseen  by  a  high  %igfi^  and  aja  ek*^<^ 
vated  ^tand  for  the  instrument.  *^   "M 

More^  difficulties  seemed  to  be  expected  in  the  second  nect§$a0^ 
requisite,  that  of  determining  by  the  first  triangles  two  points,  ^Oti4f^^ 
^ar  the  east,  the  other  near  the  west  end  of  the  Meversink  |^g)K^  ' 
lands,  which  would  be  vfeible  from  one  another,  and  present  ^  J^S|i 
ciently  extensive  line,  open  to  the  view  of  the  shores  of  New  xi>rl4r^. 
Bay,  and  for  the  furthter  continuance  of  the  survey,  north  and  cs^t^ 

of    !••  ^  ,  •'        ;  .       /'\,..     -^■ 

To  inquire  into  the  details  of  these  two  questions,  it  becamene«»sc.>v 
cessalry  to  go  again  to  the  place.    I  went  therefore  to  New  York,  toj^.. 
request  of  genersd  Swift  the  necessary  assistance,  and  partic^lar^^-^v:^ 
that  of  the  two  soidiers^  who  had  accompanied  us  before,  whojD|J(  ,v 
wished  to  meetmie  either  at  Mount  Pleasant,  Middleto^p  tpwns 
on  the^th  of  October,  or  at  Lgtig  Branch  on  some  future  day. 
wrote  9J|so  to  major  ^Abert,  requesting  his  presence  with  the  n€(ces<  ^ 
aary  m^ans  of  assistance,  at  the  same  places  mentioned,  or  in  calif; 
he  sho^  not  be  aUe  to  come  himsdf,  to  send'  me  the  wagon  ffisk* 
the  horses,  theiaatnunents^  and  some  toolsf  .  r-^ 

By  an  excursion  from  home,  during  the  period  I  stayed  th^^%  I 
had  also  ffsited  the  vicinity  of  Newark,  Snake  Hill,  and  ]|meiir 
Neck,  to  ascertain  the  probabtlky  of  finding  ^«uch  points  as^Spuld. 
ftcxve  to  coniK&ct  fipom  die  Ifeversink  and  thr<}ugh,SUten  Ib^di^ 
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'  ytkp^BMt  of  Kcw  York,  and  the  further 
lliis  I  think  possible,  in  a  aausiactory  man- 

^4t^  ofKovettilief  upon  Stateii  Inland,  to  ascertain  the 
e^Cliilkf'^l^llls  for^lie  collection  jqst  mentioned,  tinderway  to  the 
idil«feim^  wMb^h  1  had  appointeif  to  meet  my  as^istaou,  I  imade 
wftiirmvi.ia^ef^fdiatp  jfpr^  of  a  small  pocket  instrument,  lent  to 
{i^c^  Swtft,  and  took  my  son  w ith  me  as  assistant.  I  found 
f#i^  suitable  points  for  my  purpose,  upon  the  hills  of  the 
ttl^ftH^'^e  Island;  among  whichj  to  make  a  choice,  will'be 
^*!^i^HH^  Ji|^^frrangements,  when  the  points  south  of  the  bay 
^  Tiipott. 
^tfsw^J^*^'^^^  I  had  arrived  at  Momit  Fleluiant,  the  appoint- 
I  diQr^  4F  J#tfp^  froni  iniijor  Abert  our  wagon,  with  two  hirdl 
ines  SKiid  la- OTVefi  together  with  the  iastruments  and  tools  re« 
m9Af^^iiltfB^^p$fi^  himself  fpr  want  of  funds  to  defray  the 
ipk  ^||ubnc  natii|«,  wbieh  j^^d  mentioned  him;  the 
iiMiii^  i^3l)^^SS9^i^  and  did  not  jbtn  me  afterwards,  during 

s  4CMf«^  crT^^^jFollpw^nj^  operations,  I  kept  lihereforey-^iDy  soa 
th  nis^iail'^e^i^i^t]^  to  h|ve  at  least liis  asssisunee,  being  much  in 
i^^'^^^'^  ■'■:■■''.  i: 

Ai^tlll^  fipet  B^4^n  Hrll  tn  Mr.  Nott's  farm,  abput  one  mile  west 
4ie#^0lPdf3Hl^^  by  the  seamen, 

hid  fi«»to;||ib'^t£kj^th^^^  wooded  parts  .of  the  Highlands,  I  fixed  a 
^ptli^m'^ttr^  yi^os^tht  highest  p9rt  of  Mount  Pleasant,  which  is 
ii^|r««^ed^  to  fisC^^ain  its  position  and  visibility  from  the  places 
fi^|{biiB^#»  fisU^^  ^pped  it  might  become  the  western  point  of 
1^  li|tremli^'w6iirn'i^^^  in  (]^ue8t  of,  aqd  I  obsejrved  that  in  an  east* 
dy  di^tkj^k^j^^Sti  ififord  a  view  of  th^  eastern  part  of  the  ffigh- 
iida^jiflliM^^ble  distance,  if  a  Way  was  cut  tor  it  through  the 
rapiJidi^iftft  i(^/  ^^^^^  proceeded  to  Polbemus'  hill,  as  i}rst  point 
IW  A^:i]i|k^^^^l^  plainly  my  signal  on  Mount  Pleasant, 

thence^  to  Long  Br^ncb^  1  found  the  southermost 
J,    inter6^j^bg4  ^  three  marshy  ctj^ks,  or  ponds  laying 
irs^/^iMVas'the  part  which  had  been  hid  from  Ae  direct 
'^nt^/^ill  by  apparently  low  woods.    I  proceeded  until 
I  open  ()h1n  changes  into  a  thick  pine  wood,  and  %  large 
M^tfjrdxxt^e  sea,  would  at  all  events  interrupt  all  fur* 
iBJtte;  tlils.I  conlidt^red  to  be  the  southermost  point  of 

^ -^^^ ^JjejnW  Bill,  xnentioned  above:  under  an  angle  corres- 

R94^|f  :abouC^#kh  l3b4k  direction  towards  IPalhemus^  hill,  the  wood 
ppqtifdratlwr  Idiireir  thiin  on  the  sides  of  it,  but  being  without  suffi* 
lent  assistance,  I  could  not  erect  a  high  signal  to  fry  the  elTeei  of  it 
iMtUs  viei^-^^j|)tppnthatinj9h^  direction  of  the  ba^  which 

rilig  riidch^mift^teirated  in  the  intermediate  parts  between  this  and 
le  probable  nofimi'n^end  of 'the  base,  interru^       naturally  also  this  . 
^wh^  the  gi-duM  It  Simple  Man's  Height.    'I^o  ascertain,  how- 
fttf  by  obtenrauoa  on  my  return,  in  which  places  -a  line  dnLNVn  fto^ 
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this,  northerl)')  would  ^ass  the  creeks  ihentione^^^fVftfctefl  a  frfoMtiA 
this  spot.  Better  than  two  miles  to  the  notth  of  Ibis4ti  Mr.  WesA 
farm  lays  a  hilf  of  gentle  ascent,  and  about  fifty  feef(4et^OD;  ftom 
this  the  prospect  extends  itself  pretty  free  for  the  most  drriie  intereal- 
ing  points  of  the  vicinity*  As  to  Palhemus'  hill,  however,  ft  Wate  Qii; 
certain,  because  the  direction  for  it  falls  for  ab6ut  six  d^giSees  Wtthttt  ' 
more  wooded  parts  of  the  view,  lliis  hill  seeonii^d;  honiiever,  soirf* 
vantageonsly  placed  as  to  make  it  desirable  to  form  the  ^i^citb  end  of 
the  base,  therefore,  I  made  a  signal  and  the  necessar;;^  bbsen^tibns 
upon  it.  On  the  north  part  of  the  beach  in  Mr.  Wardcll*t  farm,  1 
found  a  point  which  enjoyed  a  full  view  both  of  Palhemuii'  hill  and 
West's  hill,  jin  such  a  direction  from  the  latter  as  just  to  ai^oid  a  pond 
laying  near  it,  and  probably  admitting  good  ground  t)n' the  whole 
teng(h  of  the  line  of  a  base  laid  between  th^m,whi'ch,  tfal^refeire,  I  ooo* 
ceived  proper  to  become  the  north  end  of  a  base. 

In  aearching  for  a  scxond  point  of  triangles  bti  the  cast  part  of 
Neversink,  I  came  upoi^ilPortland  Hill,  enjoying  a  comroatkling  vi^ 
over  Long  Branch  and  Shrewsbury,  with  the  advantage  of  seetOK     y 
the  light  house  on  "Sandy  Hook.     I  had  tvtry  reason  to  believe  I     '^ 
mountain,  seen  towards  the  west,  to  be  Mount  Pleasant,  and  as  &r 
as  Eddy's  map  of  the  vicinity  of  New-Tork  may  be  considered  as  a    U 
sufficient  approximation  to  compare  with  any  prdipiinary  rough  cal*    ;s 
culations,  seems  to  agree  with  it;  and  also  its  position,  about  wat,    :^ 
,  seems  to  correspond  with  the  remark  made  there.  1* 

If,  therefore,  Polhemus'  and  West's  hills  could  Ha^  been  ft*  !■ 
sible  one  from  the  other,  I  considered  tny  first  triangle  as  sketched  ^- 
and  forming  the  system  joined  here.  No.  1,  which  I  made  underiliii  ^s 
sup^^os^tipn;  thfe  triangles  of  it  are  well  eciough  propbrtioned,  and  ^ 
grounded  upon  a  base  of  about  five  miles.  To  ascertain  this  possi*  _ 
biliry,  1  began  by  erecting  on  West's  hill  a  signal,  about  «b  feet  bigH,  )& 
in  form  of  a  tripod,  made  of  ^  ladder  and  two  stack  poles^  fir^  ^ 
the  top  of  which  the  view  extended  itself  more;  then  MnWcstW-  ta 
lunteered  his  assistance,  by  firing  signals  with  gunpowder  by  m^\  ts 
three  times,  at  intervals,  about  one  third  ofa  |^ound  of  powder  eiU^  ^ 
time;  of  which  I  sihould  have  been  able  to  observe  ihe^^ash  on  F^  ' 
hemus'  hill,  where  1  went  with  the  theodolite,  and  l^ft  it  in  the  ^  i^ 
sitioh  in  which  it  had  served  for  the  observation  by  d^y.  None  of  r^ 
these  two  trials  succeeding  to  render  the  plain  visible.  ^ir.PoIheittW  ^^ 
assisted  me  the  foHcwing  night,  by  lighting  a  torch  of  ^r  ^nd  hetB|^  *■ 
on  a  pole  near  the  signal  upon^his  hill,  whik  I  was  lipon  West's  biBi  ^ 
burning  sin^ltatieously  a  tar-barrell,  filled  with  shavings  and'lVF  "^ 
mixed.  However,  also  this  proved  unsuccessful;  none  of  us  sSfT  « 
the  signal  of  the  other.  *  « 

To  ol>servc  all  the  signals  made  in  the  vicinity,  to  get  the  datii     ^ 

required  for  the  sketches  of  triangle  systems  joined  here,  I  wcoi      ' 

ite,^  under  way  in  the  varfous  courses  which  these  tria)s  occasioned  me 

vpon  (ke  intermediate  point  of  Cedar  hill,  from  which  aU  these  p6ioti 

are  visible^  ihoirgh  itIaysitseU  too n^l^x  \Yveb^\^  w^«vc  asm  rosia 

point  of  the  triangulation,  as  \\  wouYd  occaaAOi\  ^  ^Qm'^Xv^ait^V^;^^ 
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id^fioii9<cB,Cfaftfl||^^  tri«ig|ej|.    There  the  circuin« 

Mcyp  bc^^fiei^twl^b  pccsiaibDed  my  leiler  of  the  i8th  in&t.  to 
h^^  tsd^  ^  tibeny  to  refer  in  this  re^pect.^ 

J^qlhqjIflB^  hill  U  the  principal  point  upon  which  the  first  tf  tangles 
iii|9t^til^^|^%Jbase  lar,  meaioired  on  LongJPi^nch;  there  is  no  point 
I  the  vif;i9|ly  whiph  can  be  substituted  for  ft^  as  I  have  convinced 
ly^elf  iiy^  j)roper<^investig|tjiqn  on  my  return  here,  , 

fo|M|»s|ii^  pi^r  iN  higt\lands  of  Neversink,  f  visited  also  Beer's 
iBf  wi^U^tq^odsjo  the  range  pif  it,  has  the  view  of  ]^ew-York  Bay, 
i4  ^o^^^.  sight  Qf  t)\e  ligl^t  house  of  Sandy  liook,  through  the 
Qody  vwiS^if'ivaroiXf  of  their  present  nakeduess;  but^  the  weather  did 

jIlie^l^v^itHl^  of  Polhemus'  hill  from  West's  hill  occasioned 
it  to  prc&ct^ptpr  syste^is  pf ,  triangles,  grounded  upon  a  change  of 
Dsitioo  m  Jait  base,  wliich  I  thinjf  migfht  be  admissible  by  the  n^^ 
ire  q/^^^f^o^fyi^iWa^  in  respect  to  the  view  from  Polhemus'  hill. 
a  the  mmuuHi^fteim&trty  (in  these  projects)  to  determine  the  po- 
doii Hi  ^if  new  basc;^  the  pea  is  well  vlsitile,  aii4  therefore  a  spme* 
hat  high  signal^ should  b<s  visible  also. 

To  ipauire  io^  the  possibility  of  these  jplans,  I  intended  to  make* 
longer ftt|f|)r  cm  {long  branch,  but' was  determined  to  postpone  this 
iqiiiry  on^accoimt'Of  the  circumstances  mentioned  in  my  letter,  and 
|e.  WMite;oflj»ufficit^pt  assistancei  it  being  necessary'  to  have  night 
goals  i&a4e  in  Various  places  at  once.  I  had  intended  also,  in  case 
'  ancygi^f  tp  make:^the  detaU  si^rvey  q£  the  plain  which  is  neces- 
uy^jmp^ilj^e  iiptiw  .measgrement  of  the  base,  in  order  to  lay  it 
Itjiae^  d^aif||>e4iments,  and  direct  the  preparing  of  the  ground  for 
fejbii^,!^  sM^ne  reasons  m^     this  impossible. 

fis^th^trjim^^^^^^  ^  the  only  9hange  made  is  in  the 

Btttitm^pirthebas^,  wfireh  is  laid  niore  qorth,  .and  close  to  the  sea  . 
ifrii^  lihe*^  i^i^i^iB^  ,to  inquire,  if  the  north  point  is  admissible  so 
fc  l|S^%fUnjbd  ifal^      l^^dpg  ^^.  P^^^  thrQ)igh  a  pon4  whiph  is  near 
1^  l^ittppoly  a  narrow  beaeh  between  it  and  the  sea,  and  if  the 
,c«r  ^  J^Ulhemus^  l'$^ai)is  open  over  the  protraction  of  Cedar 

3I»^  l?p.J6i#  gro^Dde4^^^^  the  possibility  pf  seeing  the  light 
in/u  di^'&iiidy  Ho^lc  ai^d  M!qunt  Pleasant  from  this  same  point. 
pd  No*  ^substitutes  Beer's  jiilj  for  Mount  He;isapt  in  the  last  plan, 
I  avoid  thgeuttiftg  out  oif  .view  )o  the  woods  of  Mount  Pleasant. 
las  laat>i(|m^m  AMhe  most  prefer9l)le^  but  also  the  most  doubtful, 
R>'^n4l^le^^to  the  po^ibility  q(  either'oi^  of  these  systems,  the 
rc^^t  jM:asoirj^f  tl^e  year  is  the  most  fayor^blei^  on  account  of  the 
^edpels  pf  tbif  woods  and  the  clearness  qf  the  colder  atmosphere. 
should  like,  therefore,  to  be  pfoperly  assisted  for  so  doing.  I  in- 
9Bd  IP  itfjf^  n^ajpr  Abert  to  that  efiec^j,  as  soon  as  I  know  him  prot 
idcd  with  the  necessary  n^eans.       » 

>    l^or  the  esmp  ot  none  of  the  above  plan^  being  adnnissible^  I  re- 
iiited,  wi(ih  proper  attention,  in  my  return,  the  roads  bu^^e^^ 

f  cufffi^vne  of  Jj/s  freeit^  to  be  used  U6  SLHi^X^fil 
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Brunswick  qnd  this  placet  ^e  straightness  df  w^ch  mi^  iiidv^t^ 
believe  them  fit  ground  for  a  base  line;  but  they  are -entirely  U9dMi 
for  the  purpose,  unless  I  should  be  obliged  to  tontent  my«elf  vtdk^^* 
line  of  only  four  miles  between  here  and  EHzabethtown,  #hich  weuld 
occasion  ^  number  of  inconveniences  and  a  complication  of  sniH 
trian|rles. 

I  arrived  again  here  on  the  18th  inst*  and  s<^nt  next  d^jr  tut 
wagon  and  horses  back  to  major  Abert^  keeping  the  iipstrum€»^  as 
the  theodolite  wants  much  repair,  though  in  no  very  «S9eatfat  pans. 
I  had  bought  the  two  small  common  and  strong  theojoiites  cKplrmsty 
for  similar  purposes,  as  better  instruments  would  M^c'  been  de- 
stroyed by  such  conveyance*  A 

The  telescope  I  supplied  by  a  ship  glass  of  mine,  Jifter  seeing 
.  that  the  better  ones  of  the  government's  collection  would  be  tdo 
much  exposed  by  the  quick  travelling. 

(Signed,)  F.  R.  lOASSLeft- 

JiTeiuartp  Jtew  Jersey f  ^^v*  2$(i^  ±U7f 


Meport  upon  the  operations  meuk  in  the  spring  iS±7 ^  for  the. ^isurvif^ 

the  coast. 

The  locality  of  Longbranch  on  the  Jersey  coast,  i^hic^  had  been, 
visited  in  detail  last  fall,  with  a  view  to  measure  there  a  b;^e  rme,fdr 
the  survey,  hiaving  been  found  sufficiently  advantageous,  it  occurred 
to  me  that  ajtttcr  locality  might  be  furnished  by  the  Talley  of  the 
Hackensack  River,  west  of  the  North  River  Mountaiiis.  ^ 

In  a  reconoitering  turn  between  the  i6|h  and  28th  of  April,  $ 
found  that  the  Valley  of  English  Neighborhood  and  Tinevely,  at  tfc^ 
west  foot  of  the  North  River  Mountains,  would  afford  a  sufficie^d^ 
extensive  and  suitable  ground  for  the  measurement  of  a  base  lin^^ 
from  which  the  first  triangle  poiqt  could  be  laid  at  the  Weasel  MouiK^ 
tainsj  near  Patcer^on,  in  the  ridge  of  New  Ark  Mountains  first  ranges 
presenting  to  the  east  a  naked  rock,  those  north  to  thq  road  ffbqi^ 
Aquakinack  to  the  little  falls  of  the  Passaic. 

The  first  operations  becoming  necessary  then,  went  to  surve]^ 
ppon  a  large  scale  the  details  of  the  locality,  in  order  to  asSrtain  fulfy^ 
its  fitness,  ahd  to  Riake  a  proper  choice  of  the  ground  through  whicB- 
the  base  line  should  pass,  and  of  the  places  of  the  ehd  sta^iops;  tcr 
make  the  prefimrnary  n^asurpment  of  this  ij^se,  atnd  to  place  the 
signals  of  the  first  triangle  scheme  to  be  formed  upon  it,  with  the^ 
approximate  measurement  of  the  Angles  to  dhrect  in  a  proper  cl^oice 
of  stations,  with  several  other  works  In^^ident  to  these. 

These  operations  were  executed  between  the  7th  May  and  tC^i^ 
JTune  last.     1  made  a  detailed  plan  of  the  part  of  the  plain,  through 
whteh  the  base  i^oukl  parss  on  the  scaiie^  of  j^  with  thc^  plane  table^ 
^s  ibc  wbtrumtDt  best  adapted  to  this  pur^x*s«.    Two  prelimitMurf 
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_  the  line  were  madf  with  a  cbatn  conatructed  for  the 

^  giving  ky  a  mean,  SQ,992:fcet)  with  a  very  trifling  difference 
liiuk  9ie  two  measuremenu;  and  the  signals  were  placed  for  the 
f  iriangleSf  joiaed  here  No.,^,  which  are  to  be  grounded  upon 
^ .  i^  qn  the  west  of  the  Bay  of  New  York,  joining  in  the  south 
on  iS'eversink,  of  which  I  forwarded  a  sketch  last  fall. 
Jtlo  plan  the  continuation  of  the  survey  eastward,  it  became  ne« 
cesM^lto^  n^comipltre  the  ^art  of  X<ong  Island,  from  its  west  end  till 
tqt  H^tingtqi^  and  Babylon^  which  waa  done  in  a  turn  between  19ib 
?Cj^|iy.A<^4^^^^  July;  the  result  of  which  is  the  sketch  of  triangles 
Sfq/^jin  whidi  Ihope  to  find  a  verification  base  between  Fort  Lewis 
ind -^  ea^t  end  of  Gravesend  Beach.  In  this  turn,  it  would  have 
M^eii  V^i^  Skdi^stntageousi  if  I  could  have  obtained  the  assistance  of 
QOK  ^$ire  jofficers  orcadets,  whooo  I  could  now  send|th<!re,  to  give 
ignaLs  to  here/as  the  junction  &om  here  imuiediately  would  be  the 
00»st^^^aiita|{eous9  but  is  uncertain.  I  a6stained  from  extending 
bis  re6cm6in^Tmg  turn  to  the  north  shore  of  the  Long  Island  Sound, 
rhjch  would  have  required  about  ten  days  more,  oh  the  following 
opaidc^tions:  .         .     * 

1.  The  seafioii  was  so  eminently  favorable,  that  I  was  anxious. 
3  t^e  advan^tage  of  it  for  the'triai  and  adjustment  of  the  instru* 
aents,  auidthe  e^act  measurement  of  some  triangles,  which  was  also 
^ery  ^^ira^W.to  give  a  more  certain  ground  to  the  planning  of  fur- 
$ar  worlL3»  than  that  which  was  obtainable  by  the  preliminary  ap» 
m|^liial«^  ot^ervatipn^  upon  objects  pot  sufficiently  determinable. 

f^^*'  'Jtfy  signals  are  cones  made  of  sheet  tin,  having  about  sixteen 
^ifi^  by  an  equal  base,  and  about  fourteen  inches  top,  from 
tl^^  t^r  ^  f?^P  obtuse  angular  top,  by  which  they  are 
OO  the  tppc^^  pole*  It  was  necessary,  to  be  sure  of  their  suc- 
eK|V^Ojpropprtion  tp  the  distances  of  the  stations,  and  the  power  of 
tie  tf*^e9€op(esiq  f^  instruments.  They  have  proved  to  answer 
C|V  wdDjkB  a.^c^jj^jng  gr  evening  iUumination^  the  only  one  und  r 
^&h  objects  ar<(^  distinctly  visible,  as  about  noon  even  steeples  be- 
olBie invisible,  tWy  present  then  a  bright  reflection  from  the  stir, 
1^1  ^luHre  seen  froq^  here  and  upon  Beer^s  Hill  in  the  Neversink 
t^ipil^ds,  at  a  distaiiice  of  more  than  thirtv-  miles  in  a  direct  line. 

J^s  the  point  of  VTeaBel  Mountain,  which  I  am  now  upon,  is  the 
irst  triangle  point  after  the  base  ends,  and  a  solid  rock  about  6^  feet 
bcjl^^e  level  of  ifie  sea,  enjoying  an  extensive  eastern  view,  I  se- 
ecteck'itYor  the  first  point  of  exact  operations,  and  the  trials  and  ad- 
astsments  of  the  instruments,  which  I  stated  already  in  an  early  let- 
tr^m  being.be^  done  in  the  first  statloh  q^  the  actual  survey. 

It  was  to  be  expected,  that  the  instruments  would  stand  much 
ti  need  of  many  acljustments,  alter  a  long  voyage  over  sea,  and  some 
4nd  trmveiing,  during^  which  they  must  have  ol  course  be  confined  in 
oxes  and  frcquf  ntly  under  Unequal  pressure  of  their  different  prrts. 
tideed,  they  had  all  lost  every  k»od  of  adjustment,, and  recovered 
\eir  free  state  and  spring  only  after  having  been  several  days  ftecd 
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their  boxes.     The  two  feet  theodolite  seems*  beside^  the  toss  < 

adjustments,  to  have  met  with  an  accident^  which  has  occasiocu 

to  become  eccentric,  and  has  therefore  given  me  Ihuch  perplexii 

ork;  it  will  give  me  still  more  to  bring  it  right  again;  I^hattu 

'very  exertion  towards  it.    Notwithstanding  this,  the  angles'whii 

measured  with  it,  gives  ultimately  good  results,  as  the  nature  of  i 

.^construction  tends  very  much  to  correct  its  own  errors. 

1^  ,      The  eighteen  inch  multiplying  circle,  similar  to  die  one  He 

Lfor  the  determination  of  the  northern  boutidary,  dcpending^  bytl 

I  nature  of  its  construction,  very  little  on  its  adjustments,  has  givi 

f  me  the  least  trouble,  notwithstanding  its  few  adjustmenu  were4o 

also.     1  shall  stand  more  in  need  of  this  instument  in  the  field  than 

thought,  as  I  shall  have  to  observe  in  lighthouses,  steeples,  high^Miil 

ings,  where  th^^odolite  kind  of  instruments  cannot  be  osed.      B^id 

this^  the  astronomical  observations  are  to  be  made  by  it. 

This  kind  of  instrument  being  best  adapted  to  supply,  to  an  o 
servatory,  (the  construction  of  at  least  one  of  which  becomes  no 
indispensable  to  the  advancement  of  the  survey,)' the  absence  of  d 
mural  instrument.  I  must  wish  ver^'  much  that  the  one  lent'ftnr  tl 
boundary,  may  be  returned  immediateTy  after  that  servite. 

The  repeating  theodolite  of  one  loot  diameter,  foieing  calculatt 
for  transportability  itiore  than  the  large  instruments,  has  also  Suffen 
much  by  the  voyage  than  any  other;  and  it  has  proved  that  widi  po 
per  care  and  repetition,  it  gives  the  angles  with  as  much  accuracy^ 
the  great  theodolite,  so  that  the  advantages  of  the  larger  iuati 
over  the  3maller,  consist  principally  in  the  power  of  the  tele 
which  is  of  course  proportionable  to  their  seize,  and  will  make 
ferable  for  the  greatest  distances.  Besides,  when  I  shattfaave  bi 
the  two  feet  theodolite  fully  right  again,  it  will  be  more 
particularly  in  a  precarious  state  of  the  weather*  * 

As  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  try  the  reflection  circles  a6d  j 
instruments,  they  will  prove  satisfactory;  but  it  was  jtist  iti  thij 
that  my  diseased  hand,  and  the  want  of  assistance,  were  of  mc 
pediment,  as  far  as  relates  to  observations. 

(Signed)  F.'R*  HAS 

Weasel  Mountain^  August  6th,  ±S±7^ 


^  •  'V-  ■  1 

Gravesend  Beach^  an  Long  Island^  J 

Sth  Decemberl 
MOST  HONORED  SIB,  i 

It  would  have  been  earlier  in  the  course  of  tny  dut|| 
you  some  report  upon  my  proceedings  in  the  surrey  of  the  ^ 
the  favorable  weather,  which  has  lately  prevailed  pressed  v^i 
iM^e  udvMDtige  of  atl  my  time  for  the  v(ork  itself.  I  postpoif 
forCf  till  DOW  to  give  you  a  more  deietnutkeA.  vvcii  oIniVa^^ 
*ct  to  fulfil  in  the  caoipaisa  of  iVua  'jeac. 
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The  month  of  (ktdber  having  been  veiy  unfavorable,  iy  almost 
constant  l^d  weather,  my  work  was  so  much  delayed  at  that  period, 
that  it  seemed  almost  to  prohibit  me  to  fulfil  the  plans  I  had  proposed, 
and  of  which  I  had  the  honor  to  give  you  an  idea,  by  the  two  sketches 
oftriaogles  forwarded  in  the  earlier  part  of  the  season. 

While  on  Staten  Ishind,  in  the  course  of  last  month,  the  weather 
4:leared  up  so  favourably  with  the  beginning  of  the  cold,  that  my  ex- 
pectations being  again  raised^  I  began  the  work  on  the  second  of  the 
two  sketches  alluded  to,  including  part  of  Long  Island,  &c.  I  have 
come  in  it  so  far  as  to  be  now  just  leaving  thie  second  station  of  t|[p 
verification  base  to  go  tp  Bockaway  Beach  to  complete  that  part  of 
this  triangle  shem  which  I  contemplate  for  my  task  of  this  year. 

Then  I  shall  yet  go  to  the  north  end,  of  the  base  in  Tinisly  where 
the  anji^  could  not  be  observed  while  the  leaves  where  on  the  trees, 
beeauae  the  signals  to  be  used  show  from  there  only  through  the  tops 
oEthe  trees  of  an  interbiediate  wood  through  which  it  would  have 
beeii  difficult  to  make  a  proper  cut. 

At  the  station  of  Bergen  Neck  it  was  necessary  to  cut  large  trees 
to  open  the  viewof  a  hill  on  Staten  Island,  ii^  vice  president  Toaip« 
kins*^  famd,  which  commands  such  a  favorable  prospect  over  all  New 
York,  its  harbour  to  the  south  of  Loi\g  Island,  as  to  have  become  tho 
most  favorable  to  the  ^iiielleration  of  this  year's  work. 

The  results  of  my  wservations  have  proved  very  satisfactory  ia 
|k)int  of  accuracy;  as  far  as  the  preliminary  calculations  have  led  hi- 
therto, the  sums  of  those  triangles  of  which  all  these  angles  are  mea- 
vsiired,<being  within  about  on6  second  in  a  mean  equal  to  twd  right 
angles;  and  the  distances  conchided  by  variou$*elements  agreeing  in  si 
loeain  within  about  one  foot  in  distance  from  eight  to  twenty  miles; 
SQ  fharevery  desirable. accuracy  is  likely  to  be  ol^taiped  by  the  proper 
combination  and  reduction  of  the  observations,  and  their  accurate 
catculatioo,  which  must  be  the  work  of  this  winter,  and  the  results 
wiU,  I  hopeveiiable  to  begin  already  |iext  summer  the  detail  survey 
of  die  part  of  the  country  in  which  I  have  worked  this  year. 

It -isi  however,  necessary  for  this,  thatthe  season,  notwithstand- 
ing! persevered  in  the  work  for  the  two  stations  mentioned,  in  order 
to  obtain  all  the  elements  necessary  for  the  accurate  calculation  of 
the  whole  system  of  this  year's  wotk,  and  X  can  spe^k  decidedly  ia 
this  respect,  onl/ after  the  full  closure  of  the  campaign,  and  the  exe- 
tvition  of  the  main  part  of  th^  calculations.  I  must,, therefore,  now 
he  satisfied  with  the  above  short  statement  of  the  manner  in  whicli 
the  plan  has  been  acted  upon,  which  I  had  the  honor  to  communicate 
to  you  at  the  beginning.    .  - 

^         (Signed^  r.  n.  HASSLER. 


i 
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^erwark^  JV.  J.  BtctnAtr  1«,  l«ir. 
Most  HOHOSBD  Sib, 

Unforeseen  expenses  occasion  me  to  take  tte  liberty  to  reques 
the  favor  to  forward  me  the  amount  of  my  compentation  for  thi 
quarter  which  will  eipire  the  Ist  of  n^zt  month,  by  m  draft  xi 
S  1.250,  upon  any  of  the  banks  of  this  neigKboFhood:  ytsa  wUl  obligi 
me  very  much  by  it. 

^  \  have  just  returned  from  Rockaway,  -where  the  bad  weathei 
has  frustrated  me  of  the  hopes  to  make  that  station  yet  this  3fm^ 
which,  therefore^  remains  postponed  to  nett  spring,  with  some  moR 
in  that  neighborhood., 

I  intend  to  take  some  of  the  first  fair  days  to  make  the  statioii  a 
the  north  end  of  the  base,  and  shall  later  make  the,  obsenratioas  on 
the  station  here  in  the  high  part  of  this  town.  I  shall  also,  in  dM 
course  of  this  winter,  make  a  series  of  latitude  observations  here 
and  for  that  purpose  fix  a  proper  sheltered  place  for  observing. 

The  verification  base  having  agreed  in  ita  measurement  so  ez 
actly  with  the  results  of  the  calculations,  the  execution  of  the  tw( 
stations  above  mentioned,  during  this  winter,  will  enable  me  to  pro 
pose  the  beginning  of  detail  surveys  next  ^ing;  though  the  base  ii 
English  neighborhood  is  not  yet  measured  with  the  means  of  acto 
racy  which  it  is  intended  to  employ,  by  the  apparatus  intended  for  it 
The  possible  difference  aftecting  only  very  large  distances^  I  dan 
safely  postpone  this  so  very  impottat  part  of  the  work  imtti  nex 
summer. 

It  becomes,  therefore,  interesting  to  km>w  the  intenttoiis  of  tk 
legislature  of  ihis  state*  in  resplect  to  the  plan  I  proposefd;  .for  whicl 
purpose,  I  shall  in  a  few  days  speak  with  the  governor,  nrfio  has,  ii 
answer  to  my  letter,  said  he  would  propose  it,  and  expected  a^  earl) 
decision,  in  what  is  called  the  long  session,  in  Jiliiuary» 

I  have  the  honor  to  join  here,  on  a  srasdl^  scale,  a  sketch  of  th 
triangles  ezecuted  this  year,  and  within  which  the  detail  survey  cai 
be  begun.  In  the  course  of  this  winter  I  shall  have  the  honor  t< 
present  to  you  the  results  of  the  calculations  and  the  projections  o 
the  triangles,  in  the  papers  to  be  used  for  the  detail  surveys  whict 
I  shall  now  work  upon. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.  8rc. 

(Signed)  F.  R.  HASSLEB. 

The  Hon.  Wm.  H.  Crawford^ 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury • 
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SMenunt  showing  the  amount  of  appropriations  for  the  Survey  of  the 
Coast  J  the  amount  of  tuarrams  drtwm  upon  those  appropriations^ 
and  the  balance  of  appropriatton  remaining  in  the  Treasury  apph* 
cahk  to  that  object;  also  the  severed  amounts^  from  time  to  time^ 
carried  to  the  surphis  fund. 

ISOa.    April  r«  Isaac  Briggs, 

iSlO.     Dec.  %t.  Surplus  f^rd, 

1812.    Aprils.  F.  RHassler, 

June  11.  Bowie  &  Kurts, 

M    SO.  F.  B.  Uassler, 

••  ••        ..  QO.  ' .  • 


•• 

August  12, 

do. 

«. 

*. 

do. 

••  ■ 

M 

do. 

lais. 

March  & 

do. 

•• 

June  9^ 

do. 

•• 

.. 

do. 

1814. 

Peb.1, 

do.          • 

M 

•  . 

dp. 

„ 

June  4. 

do. 

lSi5. 

Surplus  fund, 

1816. 

JuQe2r. 

James  Cox,     • 

M 

«My  s* 

F.  R.  Hasslen 

W 

•• 

do. . 

•4 

M 

do. 

.. 

.•     20. 

do. 

•• 

August  12.  JohoX.Abert, 

•• 

26 

.  F.  R.  Hassler, 

N 

Dec.  24. 

Joha  J.  Abert, 

1817. 

Jao.  6. 

F.  R.  Hassler, 

•• 

14. 

John  Steele, 

*• 

April  5. 

F.  R.Hassler^ 

M 

19. 

John  J.  Abert^ 

•  • 

My  11. 

F.  R  JEIassler, 

i                     •• 

Sept.  SO. 

John  J.  Aberty 

f 

0^  10. 

F.  R.  Hassler, 

•• 

Dec.  22. 

do. 

Balance, 


1807. 
1816. 


Appropriated, 
do. 
do. 


.   8715  76 

-       49,284  25 

100  00 

8,688  89 

1,105  62 

186  67 

942  50 

1,042  50 

l/}42  50 

150  00 

892  50 

2,085  00 

1,042  50 

1,042  50 

1,042  50 

•       29,720  57 

7,362  42 

1,042  50 

1,042  50 

1,042  50 

6,572  68 

1,000  00 

1,428  57 

2,000  00 

1,250  00 

104  52 

1,250  00 

3,000  00 

1,250  00 

3,000  00 

1,250  00 

1,5250  00 

133,129  94 

50,595  45 

8183,725  39 

50,000  00 

49.284  25 

8    441  14 
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te  Oe  lieUMe  bfihi  tMted^taks: 

la  cbtfiptiaftce  With  a  resolution  of  the  Senstt  of  the  United 
8tatlet,of  the  Sist  of  December  lastf  requesting  the  President  to  cause 
to  be  laid  before  them  a  statement  of  the  proceedings  which  may 
have  been  had,  tmder  the  act  of  Congress,  passed  on  the  3d  of  March* 
1817,  entided  **An  act  to  set  apart  and  dispose  of  certwi  public 
lands,  for  the  encouragement  and  cultWation  ot  the  vine  and  olive,** 
I  now  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  contain- 
fag  all  the  information  possessed  by  the  ezecudve,  relating  to  the 
proa«dings  under  the  said  act. 

JAMES  MONROE. 


[144] 


TREASmiY  DEPARTMENT, 

±ith  raruartf^iBlB. 

fn  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  Sltt  of  Decern* 
ker  list,  requesting  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes  to  cause  to  be 
aid  before  the  SenatCi  a  statement  of  the  proceedings  which  may 
ove  been  had  under  the  act  of  Congress,  passed  the  Sdday  of 
farch,  1817,  entitled  *^  An  act  to  set  apart  and  dispose  of  certain 
niblic  lands  for  the  encouragement  of  the  cultivation  of  the  vine  and 
live,^  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  the  ^^honor  to  report  to 
le  President,  that  the  French  emigrants  have  deposited  in  this  de- 
artment  a  list  containing  three  hundred  and  fifty  names,  and  em- 
racing  an  allotment  of  the  lands  contemplated  by  the  said  act,  by 
rhich  no  indi^dual  is  to  receive  more  than  four  hundred  and  eighty 
cres,  nor  lese  than  one  hundred  and  twenty.  This  aUotment  has 
»een  ap^ved  by  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

Tlie  instructions  which  have  been  given  to  the  Commissioner  of 
lie  General  Land  OfGce,  and  by  that  o£Scer  to  the  surveyor  of  the  pub- 
ic lands,  south  of  the  sute  of  Tennessee,  which  accompany  this  re- 
tort, explains  the  measures  which  have  been  adopted  for  the  purpose 
f  locating  the  four  townships  intended  to  be  set  apart  by  the  act  of 
Jongress  referred  to  in  the  resolution.  No  further  information  has 
eea  received  concerning  the  locadon  of  the  townships. 

AU  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

Tk  Tmident  of  the  TJnft^d  States. 


[HO 


C§fyofa  letter  from  the  Commiisianer  of  the  General  Land  Office,  fa 
Thomas  Freeman^  Survieyor  General^  directing  the  eurvey  of  the 
bmb  eet  ^fartfqr  ti^  French  emigranU. 

GENERAL  |JlND  OFFICE, 

tOth /Tovember  1817. 

KSLf    ' 

Eedosed  you  htve  a  ccypy  of  a  letter,  dated  this  day,  from  Ao 
Seoctary  of  the  Treasury  to  this  office,  which  you  will  consider 
your  iastmclioas  for  laying  off  the  lands  granted  to  the  French  emi* 
giaiila^  by ifaeactof  3d  ]l$9rch  1817;  and  you  will  obey  those  iiK 
siTQGtioiis  profliptlyf 

lam,  Sec. 
(Sig&e4)  J.  ME|GS« 

JJhm^  freeman^  Esq. 

Surveyor  General^  &c. 
AT.  ateph^. 


(Copy.) 

Tbe;asubt  department, 

10/A  Abvrmif  r  181K    - 

^e  late  French  emigrants  haying,  by  general  Charles  L'AlIe- 
flsaiid  and  Bfr.  Charles  Yillar,  presented  to  this  Department  an  aathen« 
tioited  copy  of  their  proceedings,  under  the  act  of  Congress  to  set 
apart  and  dispose;  ot  certain  public  lands  for  the  encouragement  of 
Ae  cukivation  of  the  vine  and  olive,  from  which  it  appears  that  the 
aaid  Charles  L'Allemand  and  the  said  Charles  Villar^  have  been 
duhr  appointed  president  and  vice  president  of  the  board  entrusted 
^ith  the  management  of  the  interest  created  by  the  act  in  question; 
ttd  the  president  of  th^  sfiid  hoarcl  havinga  at  th?  saq^e  tiqiie,  dcpq« 


sited  ID  this  Department,  a  liat  of  the  namea  of  the  French  emi 
grants  astociated  under  the  said  act,  with  an  allotment  of  die  land 
contemplated  to  be  granted,  which  has  been  approved  and  sanctioo* 
cd;  you  will  therefore,  wi^out  delay,  instruct  the  sunrevor  of  d» 
district  in  which  the  latid  intended  to  be  set  apart  shall  be  loeai^d,  to 
^use  the  same  to  be  sufve^d  in  the  same  manner  that  the  ^dier 
public  lands  are  surveyed;  and  that  th^  sections  add  qifarter  sectioM 
be  numbered  in  all  respects  in. the  manner  invariably  practised  in  dw 
other  pnbltc  lands  in  the  Ala(bama  territory.  The  townships  mi&t  be 
contiguous,  and  they  must  form  a  component  part  of  ttie  genenil 
plan  of  jhe  survey  of  the  said  territory,  so  as  not  to  form  fractions 
of  townships.  To  this  end  it  is  necessary,  that  the  standard  yaci 
established  in  those  parts  of  the  fenltorv,  divady  surveyed,  bt  ex- 
lended  as  soen  aa  the  selection  is  made  ny  the  agenti  of  At  asiiKii- 
tion,  so  as  toembtac^  the  townshipa selected.  Vlie ackcdoti|HiJ 
Reform,  i^hether square  orobloni;,  of  the  fouf  townahipa^^ate&lie 
at  the  discretion  of  the  agents  of  £e  association^  iMbjeof  nttvafdii* 
less  to  the  principle  of  contiguity,  and  to  the  genem  connectieB 
with,  and  conformify^  to,  the  subdivision  of  the  whole  terntory  n» 
townships,  so  as  to  avoid  ttie  creation  of  fractions  of  townships. 

As  sooA  as  the  returns  of  the  surveys  are  received  at  your  ofioe, 
you  will  submit  them  to  this  Department,  in  order  that  the  definUiie 
arrangements  required  by  this  act^  may  be  decided  itfithdlit  UHAiiM^ 
flary  delay. 

It  is  understobd,  that  the  selection,  und^t  the  act  111  question,  In 
been  m^de  below  the  mouth  of  the  Black  Warrior  pr  the  Sipsey* 

laaii  &c, 
(Signed)  WILLIAM  B«  CRAWFOll» 

Commissioner  Beneral  land  Ofptt% 

A  letter  being  received  from  the  surveyor,  (dated  9th  Dtecesa 

"1>erl8i7,)  stating  that  six  fractional  townships  had  been  selecteiS 

|ind  requesting  information  how  the  four  townships,  or  144sect|9atf 

should  be  laid  off  in  them;  he  was  directed  to  carry  into  efibet,  m 

every  respect,  the  instFUciions  ah-eady  given. 


CuO 


(Copy.) 

SU.  8Ufh0^\  October  9thy  18117,     . . 
Alabama  District^' 

SBEI, 

I  take  idle  liberty  of  enclosing  you  herewith  a  rough  sketch  of 
the  position  occupied  by  the  fVench  emigrants  under  an  act  of  Con- 
mii,  granting  them  four  townships  &c.  The  principal  agents  of 
diese  people  e^q>fress  an»ety  to  have  the  limits  of  their  lands  or  grant, 
designated  by  Uie  surveyors.  The  act  in  their  favor  says  **  any  four 
coodgnous  townships,  each  six  miles  square,''  to  be  designated  bjr 
the  Sedretary  of  the  Treasury,  under  the  directionaoC  the  FresideiU 
of  the  United  States. 

The  position  they  have  chosen,  being  on  die  bank  of  die  Tom« 

Ugby  river,  and  the  opposite  side  being  Indian  territorv,  die  town- 

d^  adjoining,  and  covering  the  posidon  selected,  will  be  dl  firac* 

tionai.    The  agents  oT  the  emignrnts,  have,  no  doubt,  made  known 

.  to  the  Secretary  <rf  the  Treasunr,  the  Ipcadon  diey  have  made,  and 

tishea  respecting  \u    tJnder  these  circumstances,  I  haveio  request 

die  fovor  of  you,  sir,  to  let  me  know  whether  the  location  made  by  the 

agents  of  the  emigrants,  will  be  confirmed  by  the  President  or  not; 

ud  if  it  does,  in  what  manner  the  legal  quantity  of  land  shall  be  laid 

of  for  them?  I  make  this  inquiry  in  consequence  of  a  pressing  appli- 

udon  made  to  me  by  the  principal  agent  oP  the  emigrants,^  to  have 

the  limiu  of  dieir  kmds  designated  for  them.    I  tidte  the  liberty  tfi 

rcquesdng  your  attention  tg  anodvsr  subject  on  w^ich  I  wish  to  have 

your  advice* 

The  act  of  Congress  designating  the  Alabama  ^strict  sajrs,  it 
ibQ  be  bounded  on  the  north  by  a  due  weat  line  to  be  drawnfirQm 
brt  WiiBams,  on  the  Cposa  river. 

The  survey  of  this  district,  is  now  approaching  its  nordiem  U- 
Qut,  and  it  is  not  to  1^  eipe^ted,  that  in  the  progress  of  the  survey,a 
township  line  will  fall  exacdy  on,  and  correspond  with  the  nmh 
booodary  <tf  ibe  dii^ot,  as  proposed.  The  running  of  the  noitb 
iHHindary  of  the  district  du«  west  from  fort  Williams  ¥>  the  Tombi|;* 
liy  river,  (neariv  lOO  miles,)  will  be  attendiod  with  eatpens^,  and  will 
^akefrnmoaal  townahipa  nd  sections,  oneadi  sidexif  it*  The  in* 
^nnatioii  I  ask  is,  shall  die  boundary  line  between  thtie  d\aVrv.cXa% 
at  ran  d«e  west  from  fort  WHiamB  on  thq%inn^nr  wiU  ^  imCc^ 
8 


f 


i 


10 


iiuhip  line  to  thai  Uoc,  be  adopted  as  the  boundary  bctwcea 
^istrtetsl 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

j  '  Sir,  yoor  moat  ob't  serv't. 

j  (Signed)  THOMAS  FREEMAN. 

i    Commissioner  Oencral  Land  Office* 


(€opy.) 
/  .  '- 

St.  8iifihen\  October  9ih,t$t7. 
.  .  ,      .  'J 

JUabama  District.     J^ 

■     /.;•,:  .    '■■    ,  ■  ■  ..        ;         :| 

1t%(^  viaitXtA  ^etch  is  a  representation  oif  the  position  the  agefjjlf 
of  the  Fi'ench  eknig;rants  have  selected  and  taken  possession  of,  un4lf 
th^  ack  of  Congressy  granting  them  four  townships  of  land  in  the  JU 
balna  district,  on  certain  conditions.  ^ 

Itie  river,  as  here  repre^sented,  is  not  from  actual  survey  atf 
time,  lit  is  taken  firom  a  survey  of  the  river  by  captain  Gains,  aaf 
supposed  to  be  tolerably  correct.  ..^    ^         ^f 

The  survey  of  Alabama  district,  when  extended  to  the  A 
wi&fall  on  it  as  here  represented,  if  the  survey  of  the  river  b«j 
lably  correct.  4 

Query.    Hbw  shall  the  four  townships,  or  IM  sections,  bfj 
off  and  designated,  for  the  emigrants  at  this  position?  j 

(%icd)  THOMAS  Ftt£t;MAN J 

Purveyor  t^Mere 
JofHah  Jtteigs^  Esfm 

Cerrtmie^net  ^enerai tandti^e.  ,  \\ 


[US] 


IK  ONATB 
THB  tmiTBD  »TATB8, 

Hr.  fltbrcr  lybmkted  the  folloirtog  mcf^on  for  conaickralloii: 

MeMohed^  Th«t  the  Secretary  of  War  be  bstnicted  to  procure 
spies  of  die  existing  militia  hiws  of  th^  sevenil  states  and  territories, 
rilh  correct  reports  of  the  number  and  oqfaniaUition  of  their  militia, 
nd  canae  the  same  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  on  the  first  week  of 
beir  next  aeasion. 


I 

nr  SENATE 
THE  UNITBft  STATES, 

MLabch  16, 1818. 

Ifr.  Bobeits  subtnittted  the  foOoWing  motion  for  -eonsideratum: 

^  XMaiocd!»  Thftt  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inqtiire  into  the  es- 
icdieiicjr  of  mdmig  further  provisions  hf  biw,  for  preventing  the  intro* 
loction  of  slaves  inio  the  United  States  from  any  fhreign  kingdom, 
Iacc,Qrcoimti7« 


I 


r»«] 


IN  SENATE 
o» 

THE  UNITED  BTATES, 

MaBGH  17^  1818. 
Ifr.  King  submitted  tlie  foDowing  motion  for  consMeration. 

Besolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be»  and  here* 
iy  is,  requested  to  cause  to  be  resumed  and  completed,  a  survey  of 
£e  hartiors  of  Boston,  Ne^nport,  New  York,  with  the  two  entrances 
hereof,  of  the  waters  of  the  lower  Chesapeake  bay,  and  of  Toric 
irer,  for  tiie  pnipoiM  that  two  suitable  stations  may  be  selected 
[>r  the  establishment  of  arsenal  ports;  that  in  connection  with,  and  aid 
{,  the  naval  offlicers  to  be  employed  in  this  service,  officers  of  the 
Drps  of  engineers  to  be  joined,  with  instructions  to  survey  the  har- 
[>rs  and  waters  aforesaid,  and  the  island  and  shores  in  and  about  the 
ime»  and  to  report  sketches  of  the  works  necessary  for  the  protec* 
on  of  the  several  places  so  surveyed,  with  estimates  of  the  ex- 
cuse of  their  construction,  and  of  the  force  requisite  to  defend  the 
me. 

That  these  surveys  and  reports  be  laid  before  the  Senate  dur- 
ig  the  first  week  of  the  next  session  of  Congress,  with  a  designa- 
an  of  the  two  stations,  which  in  the  separate  or  joint  opinion  of 
e  persons  to  be  employed  as  aforesaid,  are  the  most  fit  for  the 
taUishment  of  the  two  arsenal  ports  aforesaid. 
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IN  SENATE 

OF 

THE  UNITED  STATES, 

Maeck  20|  18i8« 

The  Committee  of  CIaiin»i  to  whoin  wis  refbrred  the.  petitioit  of  Benoni 

Williamsy 
REPORT: 

The  petitioner  states,  that  in  tko  winter  of  18t5>  he  was  stationed 
at  Fort  Megs,  and  Tolunteered  under  captain  Langham,  toge  on  an  expe* 
dition  to  destroy  a  British  armed  vessel  at  Maloea.  In  attempting  to 
march  on  the  ice  he  lost  his  knapsack  and  baggwe.  The  evidence  oner* 
ed  is  the  petitiofier^s  oath,  and  a  Certificate  of  Ensign  James  Stewart. 
Certain  arucles  are  enumerated  as  lost,  bat  no  estimate  of  their  value  has 
keen  submitted*  A  claim  of  a  verj  similar  ni^ure*  presented  at  last  ses« 
sioD  bj  seigeant  Riddle,  a  volunteer  in  the  4ame  service,  was  disallowed 
br  the  Senate*  The  evidence  in  this  case  is  bat  little  stron^r  than  in 
tnat  of  Riddle,  and  all  the  objections  to  admitting  claims  of  this  character 
be  eqoallj  against  both.  The  couimitiee  are,  therefore,  of  opinion,  it  is 
iaexpedient  to  allow  the  prater  of  the  petitioner.    Therefore, 

Rtsoivtit  That  the  petitionec4i4ve  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition* 
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Of  SENATE 
THE  UNTTBD  STATES, 

MAXLCKMf  1818. 

The  Comttiitcee  of  Claimt,  to  wbom  was  referred  the  petition  o( 
Phineas  Meigt^ 

BEPORTt 

In  iilxy^  1814,  a  detachment  from  the  enemy*s  ships,  then  sta« 
ttoned  off  New  London,  landed  and  set  fire  lo  ai  dwelling  bouse  owned 
by  the  petitioner,  which  was  entirely  consumed.  The  property  is  tu 
timated  at  six  hundred  dollars.  Jonathan  Swanton  and  Billy  Padd 
testify  the  house  was  uninhabited  at  the  time  it  was  consumed;  that 
patroles  had  frequently  used  it  when  on  dutys  that  they  had  fired  oii 
the  enemy  from  the  point  of  land  near  the  house;  that  there  was  atraw 
on  the  floor  to  accommodate  the  militia  when  on  duty;  and  that  there 
was  a  large  spar  standing  near  the  house,  which  the  fishermen  used 
to  climb  to  look  out  for  schools  df  fish;  which  had  the  appearante  of 
a  flag  staff,  and  which  the  enemy  cut  down;  and  that  they  biave  not  die 
least  doubt  the  enemy  thought  the  house  pubHc  property.  In  the 
two  acts  of  Congress,  passed  with  especial  reference  to  indemnity  for 
property  destroyed  by  the  enemy,  relief  is  confined  to  the  two  cases 
of  occupatipn  as  places  of  military  dtp09i(e^  pr  at  barrackM^hy  an  or* 
der  of  an  ojictr  of  the  United  States.  Admitting  the  evidence  giiN» 
in  this  case  in  ail  its  extent,  it  £idl8  vwry  far  short  of  the  rule  bitbec- 
to  laid  down,  and  which  the  conunitlee  aq}prebend  thene  is  dow  no 
disposition  to  extend,  as  tbe  subject  baa  alnrady,  at  tsro  teasioos,  en- 
gaged the  most  serious  attention  of  Congress.    Therefore, 

Beoohedy  Tbe  prayer  of  the  petitioner  oug|it  not  to  be  granted. 
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i?^  SENATE 

Of 

THE  UNITED  STATES, 

The  C<mimittee  of  Clidmsf  to  wHom  wai  rtttmi  tlic  petUi<in  of  Atttlo* 

ny  Gale. 
REPORTt 

The  petifioDer  t^resentd  Kimdelf  to  ktte  tnad^  gttndrt  ^'rimm* 
ftients*  while  senior  officer  of  the  marine  corps  stationed  st  I%itadelphlaf 
CD  accoont  of  that  service,  to  the  amount  of  about  one  hundred  and  tw€il« 
tjthoosand  dollars,  for  which  service  he  has  not,  as  he  alleges,  rcc'feived 
tny  compensirtion,  paj,  or  allowance  whatever.  To  obtain  some  allow* 
luce  he  now  petitions.  The  committee  report  a  letter  from  the  Se<ireta- 
tj  of  the  Navy  Department,  which  shows*  no  such  compeusatioti,  as  the 
petitioner  asks,  has  erer  beeft  made,  and  that  donb^  rations  is  allowed  to 
the  marine  officer  commanding,  to  requite  him  for  his  ettra  car6  and  reih 
ponsibiJitT.    Thereforc» 

Resolved^  That  the  prajen  of  thepelkioner  ouj^t  w>t  t»begranica« 


J>iltvy  Departmenitt^h  March,  IQIS. 
SIB, 

I  hive  thu  honor  to  reply  to  yoUr  letter,  »is  chairman  of  the  commit^ 
tee  of  claims,  upon  the  subject  of  a  petition  presented  bj  Anthon/  Gale, 
lite  a  major  in  the  marine  corpse 

The  services  perfoiincd  bj  nfajof  Gale,  were  strictly  Within  the  line 
of  Us  dntjr,  attd  a  cOni|diance  with  this  demand  would  bring  Upon  the 
Oeparfment  similar  claims  from  every  commanding  officer  ef  a  detach" 
feeat  ef  aoarines  in  the  United  dtates'  service. 

By  a  reference  to  tiie  Fourth  Aodttor^s  Office,  it  appears  that  no  al- 
kirance  of  the  kind  has  ever  bieea  niade.  There  is  afmilar  statf  «f  the 
aarine  ^orps.  at  bead  quarters^  the  ofteert  of  which  suff  receive  ettra 
pj  fbr  their  performance  of  said  duties,  as  pujmattery  adjutant,  and 

Crtermaeten  it  has  not  been  deemed  necessary  to  appoint  dfeputiet  ttn« 
them  upon  tfie  se]Nirate  stations,  the  du^es  being  performed  by  the 
•Ccer  conmanding,  with  t*  e  addition  of  douM^  rationi,  to  compensate 
lis  ejtra  care  and  responsibility  of  his  etaticrn. 
All  whkh  ia  reapectfutty  aubmitted. 

B.  W.  CIUIWKINSHIELIK 
ttinu  JoiuMam  MobetUf 

Ckmrmtm  f^mmiUe^  of  &dm$i  en  ^StmifK 


I       ^ 
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0r  SENATE 
o» 

THE  UNITED  STATES, 

March  20^  1818. 

Thg  Comniitte^  of  Chim«t  to  whom  WftS  referred  tht  petition  of  RicbAid 
'  Frisby, 

REPORT; 

The  petitioner  |§  owner  of  a  fann  on  Fairlee  Point*  iituate  ob  tlie 
waters  of  the  Chesapeake,  in  Kent  county,  Maryland.    In  the  year  1814, 
a  squadron  of  Britisn  ships  landed  upon  ft  a  part  of  their  crews,  and  coot 
flaf^rated  the  buildings  together  with  a  large  quantity  of  grain,  and  carried 
nway  four  servants^  three  of  whom  w^re  slaves.    General  Philip  Reed, 
with  a  small  Inilitia  force,  was  in  sight  of  the  property  when  it  was  oi 
fire,  and  very  soon  after  brought  the  enemy  to  action,  and  signally  d^ 
feated  them,  killing  their  leader,  sir  Peter  Parker.    If  does  not  appetr 
that  either  the  bouse  or  buildings  were  at  any  time  occupied  as  bamcb. 
or  as  a  station  for  general  Reed's  troops,  but  his  videttes,  and  look  oat 
parties^  were  frequently  passing  about  the  house,  and  he  himself  had  left 
it  but  a  fpw  minntes  l^efore  it  was  set  on  fire.    The  petitioner  states  that 
he  was  ^tively  engaged  at  the  time  of  the  deatruction^of  his  buildiiu;! 
and  property,  on  the  committee  of  vigilance  and  safety  in  preparing  ror 
the  aefenca  of  Baltimore,  and  general  Reed  who  attended  the  committee, 
was  of  9pin|9n  the  destriiction  was,  in  some  degree,  owning  to  the  repre* 
sentations  na4#  h^  &  neidibor,  to  the  enemy,  of  the  activity  and  zeu  of 
Mr»  Pri^by  in  tfaa  Cj^une  of  his  countr^r.    General  Reed  waa  also  of  m- 
nien  tiiat  the  enemy  were  influenced  in  committing  this  outrage,  byoie 
appearance  of  his  troopji  at  intervals  in  the  vicinitv  of  the  buildings '^'fl^e 
jappp^ined  value  of  fhe  p^pperty  destroyed,  includmg  the  servant^,  by  two 
good  and  Jndicioua  men^  amounts  to  S  8,490«    From  the  evidence  pro- 
puced  the  committee  do  not  fe^l  justified  in  recommending  the  allowince 
pf  this  claim.    They  are  unabjp  to  diatin^uish  this  disgraceful  act  of  tk 
•nemy  from  those  which  ihe  British  admiral  avowed  it,  at  this  period,  to 
be  his  intent  to  commit,  in  utter  disregard  of  the  usages  of  civilized  wai> 
fiftre,  and  which  the  miessi^e  of  the  President  of  the  20th  Deeember,  181< 
(diyS|  '^9  had  given  earnest  pf  in  th^  plunder  and  wanton  destructioD  of 
private  pcaperty.*    No  case,  &e  committee  believe,  has  been  relieved^ 
CongreM  in  the  absence  of  every  circumstance  that  could  be  heM  tosia* 
t^H  ^e  heniousnespf  of  R^  itct  of  wanton  desolation*    Thej  therefore  s8t»- 
^it  the  foUowing  r^olution: 

Uff<flved^  Jh^t  the  pri^jor  of  tko  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  grsnte^ 
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IN  SENATE 


OF 


THE  UNITED  STATES, 

MabchM,  1818. 


iSr.  Baggies  submitted  the  followiDg  oiotion  for  coosideration: 

Eesohed^  That  the  committee  on  fimmce  be  instracted  to  inquire 
into  tlie  expediency  of  extending  funher  time  to  the  purchasers  of 
puplic  Umds  to  complete  their  pa^eoits  for  the  \ 
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m  SENATE 


OF 


THE  UNITED  STATEB, 


March  23,  1818. 


He  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  a  resolution 
pf  the  Senate,  instructing  them  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
"  extending  the  provisions  of  the  law  prescribing  the  mode  in 
which  the  public  acts,  records,  and  judicial  proceedings  in  each 
state  shall  be  auhenticated,  so  as  to  take  effect  in  every  other 
state^  to -the  public  acts,  records,  and  judicial  proceedings  of  the 
several  territories  of  the  United  States,"  have,  according  to  or- 
der, had  that  subject  under  consideration,  and  respectfully 

BEPORT: 

That  all  the  provisions  which  have  been  made  by  law  for  the  au* 
thentication  of  the  public  acts,  records,  and  judicial  proceedings  of 
any  state,  have  already,  by  an  act,  180^  been  extended  to  the  public 
acts,  records,  and  judicial  proceedings  of  the  several  territories  of 
tbe  ITnited  States;  and  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  further 
legislation  on  the  subject  is  unnecessary  and  inexpedient. 


IN  SENATE 

OF 

THE  UNITED  STATES, 

March  24,  1818* 

Agreeably  to  notice  given,^  Mr.  Dickerson  asked  and  obtained  leave 
to  bring  in  the  following  resolution,  which  was  read  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading: 

Btsohed  by  the  Senate  and  Home  ofJUpreaentatioea  of  the  Uniied 
States  of  America  m  Congress  assembled^  I'hat  the  thanks  of  Congress 
be,  and  they  are  hereby,  presented  to  major  general  William  Henry 
JBarrison,  and  Isaac  Shelby,  late  governor  of  Kentucky,  and  througn 
them  to  the  officers  and  men  under  their  command,  for  their  gallantry 
and  good  conduct  in  defeating  the  combined  British  and  Indian  for- 
ces under  major  genetal  Proctor,  on  the  Thames,  in  Upper  Canada, 
on  the  fifth  day  of  October,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen, 
capturing  the  entire  British  army  with  their  baggage,  camp  equipage^ 
and  artillery;  and  that  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  request- 
ed to  cause  two  gold  medals  to  be  struck  emblematical  of  this.tri* 
umph,  and  presented  to  general  Harrison  and  Isaac  Shelby,  late 
governor  of  Kentucky. 
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IN  SENATE 

OF  •      . 

THE  UNITED  STATES, 

March  24>  1818. 

Committee  of  the  Senate  on  Foreign  Relations,  to  whom  was 
Perred  the  petition  of  sundry  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  asking 
B  interposition  of  Congress  in  behalf  of  Richard  W.  Meade,  an 
aaerican  citizen,  unjustly  and  wantonly  confined  in  a  dungeou 
Spain,  by  the  authority  of  that  government,  have  given  to  the 
bject  the  deliberation  its  importance  deserved,  and  beg  leave  to 
bmit  the  following  \ 

•OET: 

appears  from  the  documents,  that  R.  W.  Meade  is  an  American 
:n,  who  went  to  Spain  in  the  year  1803,  on  lawful  business;  that  in  the 
1806,  such  was  the  confidence  of  the  government  in  his  integrity, 
he  was  appointed  navy  agent  for  the  tJnited  States  at  the  pore 
^adiz;  a  station  which  he  held  until  the  time  of  his  confinement. 
I  was^the  correctness  of  nis  deportment,  as  to  have  been  ap» 
ted  by  the  tribunal  of  commerce  at  Cadiz,  with  the  consent  of 
he  parties  concerned,  assignee  o(  a  bankrupt,  the  amount  of 
bc  estate  involved  a  high  responsibility.  He  performed  the  du- 
thus  devolved  upon  him»  honestly  ;  and  having  collected  fordis* 
idon  fifty  thousand  dollars,  he  several  times  petitioned  the  tri« 
il  to  permit  him  to  remit  this  sum  to  the  creditors  of  the  bank- 
resident  in  England;  the  only  proper  course  left  him  to  pursue, 
much  as  he  had,  when  appointed  agent  of  the  bankrupt,  given  hi^ 
I  to  that  tribunal  conditioned  to  take  charge  of  the  effects  of  the 
:rupt,  arui  to  be  responsible  solely  to  the  tribunal  for  the  proceeds, 
^prohibited  under  the  penalty  of  the  bonds  from  disposing  of  the 
is  without  the  sanction  of  the  tribunal.  A  controversy  having 
tn  between  the  creditors  and  bankrupt  about  the  distribuiion, 
idc  offered  the  money  to  either,  if  they  would  give  a  bond,  wiili 
ties,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  tribunal  of  commerce,  by  which 
own  might  be  cancelled.  This  they  were  unable  to  do.  I'hc 
unal,  of  its  own  accord,  and  unexpectedly,  decided  that  Meade 
(lid,  on  the  following  morning,  place  the  money  in  the  king's 
isury,  until  the  parties  litigant  should  give  the  security  required^ 
*cing  declared^  that  all  Meade's  property  should  be  sequestered  in 
case  of  non-payment  at  the  time  limited.     The  money  was  forth- 
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with  paid  by  Meade  into  the  treasury,  in  treasury  notes  equal  t08pecie» 
and  hence  acknowledged  by  the  treasurer,  that  the  depostie  had  been 
made  in  due  fornix  under  his  inspection^  in  effective  specie^  and  that 
-whenever  the  tribunal  should  or^r  Us  payment^  his  majesty  would  pay 
it  in  the  same  coin. 

Notwithsundiog  this  judgment,  and  the  discharge  thereof^  by  die 
payment  aforesaid,  Mr.  Dermot,  the  agent  for  the  British  creditors, 
brought  suit  against  Meade  in  the  same  couift,  to  recover  the  very 
sum  he  had  theretofore  paid  in  conformity  to  its  own  judgment. 
The  court  awarded  judgment  against  M^ade  a  second  time  for  tlus 
money.  The  latter  appealed  to  the  superior  tribunal,  called  Abradas. 
During  its  pendency,  it  is  charged  by  Meade,  that  the  c^uae  w^  re- 
moved, by  the  interposition  of  the  British  minister,  to  the  council  of 
war,  and,  by  the  same  interposition,  his  arrest  and  cotifinement  were 
procured,  from  which  he  could  be  relieved  only  by  a  repayment  of 
the  money.  He  has  languished  in  con6nement  from  the  2d  of  May, 
1816,  down  to  the  last  accoynts  from  Spain.  The  repreaentaUve  of 
this  nation  at  that  court  has  repeatedly  appealed  to  his  Catholic  ma- 
jesty for  the  relief  of  Meade;  and  the  appeal  has  been  in  vain:  The 
court  of  Spain  having  refused  either  to  restore  the  money  deposited 
in  its  own  treasury,  by  order  of  its  own  competent  judicial  authority, 
or  to  release  the  person  of  Meade  from  the  long  conBnement  to  which 
he  has  been  doomed;  and,  finally,  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
whose  peculiar  province  it  is  to  take  cognisance  of  subjects  of  tins 
kind,  has  caused  a  representation  on  the  subject  to  be  made  to  the 
minister  of  Spain  to  the  United  States,  demanding  his  immediate 
liberation.  Nothing  but  a  confidence  that  this  representauoo  wiU 
produce  the  desired  result,  would  have  restrained  your  commitiee 
from  recommending  the  adoption  of  measures^  of  severe  retrtbutioo. 
Your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  it  isdue  to  the  dignity  of  the 
United  States  to  adopt,  as  a  fimdamental  rule  of  its  policy,  the  prin- 
ciple, that  one  of  its  citizens,  to  whatever  region  of  the  earth  his  law* 
ful  business  may  carry  him,  and  who  demeans  himself  as  becomes 
his  character,  is  entitled  to  the  protection  of  his  government,  and 
that  whatever  intentional  injury  may  be  done  him,  should  be  retaliate 
ed  by  the  employment,  if  necessary,  of  the  whole  force  of  the  nation* 
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IN  SENATE 
n 
THE  UNITED  STATES,  ^ 

Mavch  SQ,  IMS. 

Ike  Cannnitiee  o  Ctftnifl,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  John  O, 

Bogert,  of  the  city  of  New  York, 

REPOKT: 

That  it  appears  bj  the  memorial  of  the  petitioner,  that  in  the  year 
1905,  siindrT  jadf^entgf  to  a  considerable  amount,  were  obtained  in  fii- 
▼or  iMTthe  united  States,  aeainst  Edward  Livingston,  Esq.  ,then  of  the 
city  of  New  York;  to  satisfy  said  judgments,  the  whole  m  said  Liting- 
Bton's  estate,  both  real  and  personal,  was  taken  ii^  execution,  advertised, 
9pd  sold  bv  the  marshal  of  the  district  of  New  York.    Amona  the  pro- 

Krty  so  aavertised  and  sold,  there  were  three  lots  lying  on  Mott  and 
ulberry  street^,  nuipbered  on  a  plat,  (which  was  exhibited  on  the  day 
of  sale,)  1 34, 135,  and  1 19,  which  lots  were  purchased  and  paid,  for  by  the 
petitioner,  and  a  deed  for  the  same  executed  bv  the  marshal  to  him* 

I1ie  petitioner  further  states,  that  said  lotSi  since  the  pufchase* 
have  l^in  vacant  until  a  short  time  past,  when  he  ordered  a  survey  to  be 
made  for  the  purpose  of  enclosinff  them.   Upon  such  survey  it  was  found 
that  more  crouna  had  been  sold  oy  the  marshal,  as  the  property  of  Li- 
vingston, ttian  really  existed;  and  that  in  fact  there  were  no  saea  lots  as 
Were  purchased  by  the  petitioner,  numbered  134, 135,  and  119.   The  pe- 
titioner, therefore,  prays,  that  the  money  so  paid  by  him  to  the  marshal, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  United  States,  may  be  refunded  to  him  with  interests 
To  prove  the  facts  alleged  in  the  memorial,  the  petitioner  produces 
the  deposition  of  the  marshtfl  of  the  district,  who  deposes  that  ^id  lets 
>*ere  advertised  and  sold  by  him  as  the  property  of  Living9ton,  and  the 
money  thereon  received  from  the  petitioner  for  the  benefit  of  the  United 
States.    He  also  deposes,  that  tt[M>n  further  examination,  and  survey,  no 
such  land  exists  as  is  mentioned  in  said  lots,  but  is  included  in  the  Ro- 
^an  Catholic  Church  eround.    The  deposition  of  Edward  Doughty,  sur- 
veyor of  the  city  of  New  York,  also  goes  to  prove  the  last  mentioned 
fact 

The  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  is  rea* 
enable  and  ought  to  be  granted,  so  far  as  relates  to  i^e  payment  of  the 
l^ttcipal;  they  therefore,  report  a  bill  for  that  purpose. 
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Of  SENATE 
THB  UmrBD  STATES, 

Uf  1B18. 


The  Committee  on  Fensioils^  tp  whom  was  refierrcd  the  petitkm  of 
Alexander  Levie, 

REPORT: 

That  your  committee  have  examined  the  case  of  the  petitioner. 
He  states  diat  he  is  poor,  and  prays  to  be  placed  on  the  pension  list, 
in  consequence  of  his  services  as  a  soldier  in  the  revolutionary  war, 
and  abo  asks  for  the  arrearages  of  pay,  which  he  says  is  due  him. 
The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  act  of  Congress  passed  at 
their  present  session,  entitled  **  An  act  to  provide  for  certain  persons 
enga^d  in  the  lapd  and  naval  service  of  the  United  States  in  the  re* 
volttuonary  war,"  will,  upon  proper  proof,  give  the  relief  asked  fqr  by 
the  petitioner,  so  far  as  re|;ards  pension;  and  that  the  existing  laws 
provide  for  the  payment  of  arrearages  of  pay  due  the  soldiers  of  the 
revolutionary  war.  The  following  resolution  is,  dierefore,  submitted: 

htMohtdy  That  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition. 


[158] 


IN  SENATE 
THB  UNITBD  STATM, 

MaMCB  25,  IMt. 

The  Conui^ttee  of  Commerce  and  lllaiiufiictmres«  have  considered 
dbe  petition  of  Bichard  H.  Wilcocks,  which  was  referred  to  them 
by  At  Senate,  and  they  submit  die  fDllowing 

BEPOBT: 

The  petitioner  presents  a  statement  of  fiicts,  which  is  not  sop- 
ported  by  a  single  proof  of  any  kind  whatever.  It  appears  to  the  cosft* 
mittee  to  be  unnecessary  to  ckcide,  or  to  investigate,  what  title  to  re- 
fief  might  result  from  a  supposed  state  of  facts,  while  die  truth  of  the 
case  is  uncertmn  and  unknown.  It  is  accordingly,  their  opinion,  that 
the  petitioner  should  have  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition. 


[159] 


IN  SENAl^ 


or 
THB  UNITBD  BTATB«, 

Mabch  S5,  1818. 

The  CoflUmtttec  on  PeotioiittM  wbom  was  referred  the  petition  ot 
Tbonat  Pstten, 

BEPORT: 

That  your  comniittee  have  ezamified  the  case  of  the  petitioner. 
He  states  that  he  served  in  the  revolutionary  war  as  a  soldier;  that  he 
is  poor  and  under  the  necessity  of  applying  to  his  country  for  re- 
lief. Hie  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  the  act  of  Congress,  passed 
at  their  present  session,  entitled  **  An  act  to  provide  for  certain  per^ 
sons  engaged  in  the  bnd  and  naval  service  of  the  United  Sutes  in 
the  revolutionary  war,''  wiO,  upon  proper  proof,  give  rdief  to  the 
petitioner.    The  following  resolution  i|i  therefore  submitted  t 

Beiohedf  That  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  mthdraw  his  peti- 
tion^ 


1160] 


IN  SENATE 

OF 

THE  UNITBD  STATES, 

Mamch  26, 1818. 

Die  Committee  of  Oaims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petitioii  of  Eli 
Hert, 

BflPOirr: 

The  petitioner  states,  he  advanced  16,000  dollars  to  John  6. 
Camp^  while  he  acted  as  deputy  quartermaster  general  in  the  United 
States*  army  on  the  Niagara  frontier,  in  the  months  of  October  and 
November,  1814.    This  advance  appears  to  have  been  made  on  the 
pressing  solicitation  of  the  quartermaster,  who  was  then  much  in 
want  of  public  funds  for  the  service.    This  advance  was  not  made 
widi  Any  view  to  profit  or  interest,  but  merely  an  engagement  for  re- 
payment within  thirty  days.    In  this  the  quarternaastier  failed,  further 
than  the  reimbursement  of  three  thousand  dollars  at  said  time;  eight 
thousand  dollars  of  the  remainder,  was  not  reimbursed  until  February 
or  March  following,  and  five  thousand  dollars,  completing  the  repay* 
ment,  not  till  Aprih    These  btter  payments  were  made  in  Treasury 
Notes,  which  were  then  at  a  discount.    The  petitioner  claims,  inters 
est  on  the  two  sums  last  paid,  and  an  allowance  for  loss  on  the  Trea- 
sury Notes  mth  which  wo&e  payments  were  made.    Major  Camp  de« 
poses,  diat  the  petitioner  never  had  any  interest,  directly  or  indirecdy^ 
in  Ae  concerns  of  his  department,  and  that  he  could  have  had  no  mo- 
tive  in  furnishing  him  the  money,  but  a  view  of  accommodating  the 
^Kay*  at  a  moment  when  the  quarterasaster's  department  was  wholly 
destitute  of  fimds. 

The  committee  are  aware,  that  asaoy  daiou  have  been  made  by 
4^  oflkers  and  agents  of  the  lovemment,  for  an  allowance  for  losses 
^^■a  Treasury  Notes,  none  of  which  has  been  allowed,  nor  do  they  think 
^^h  an  aUciwaiice  would  be  proper,  as  they  were  either  receiving  com- 
^lisstons  or  pqr  as  officera.  In  the  case  of  Mr.  Hart,  he  was  only  a 
^^tioen,  who  sdvanced  his  private  funds  for  the  relief  of  the  army, 
^^m  patriotic  motives  solely. 

^  The  coflsmittee,  therefore,  think  the  claim  reasonable,  and  report 
^  bill  for  its  allowance. 


Cwi] 


IN  SENATE 
THE  UNITED  STATES^ 

II4BC3H  S5,  1818. 

The  Committee  of  Chlm^  to  whom  wis  refierred  die  petiti< 
Catherine  M.  8mith,  administratrix  of  the  estate  of  J.  D.  8i 
deceasedf 

BEPORT: 

That  in  the  asonth  of  September,  1814,  J.  D.  Soudh  now  decea 
was  the  owner  of  a  horse,  valued  at  two  hundred  and  twenty 
dollars,  which  was  accidtntaUy  shot  in  his  pasture  by  a  guard  oi 
For^  Second  re^ment  of  Infantry.  In  consequence  theteof, 
petittoner,  administratrix  on  the  estate  of  J.  D.  Smith,  prays  rem 
ration  from  Congress. 

Hie  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  case  presented  ts  not  i 
Ue  to  an  allowance,  and  therefimre  recommend  the  following  rei 
tion: 

Mesokfcdf  That  the  prayer  of  the  pedtioner  Mg^ht  not  ft 
Slanted. 


[162] 


IN  SENATE 


oy 


1 


THE  UmTBD  S(TATBft, 

ll4mcH25f  1818. 
Mr.  Troop  submitted  tlie  foUofHng  motioii  for  cootideratioo: 


Reiohed^  That  the  committee  on  the  militia  be  instnicted  to  in- 

ninfo  the  expediency  of  setting  apart  and  appropriating  the  divi- 
I  which  shall  arise  from  the  shares  held  hy  the  government,  in 
the  bank  ctf  the  United  Sutes,  to  the  manufacture  of  arms  and  eqiflp- 
aMnCS  for  arming  and  equiping  the  whole  body  of  the  militia  of  tjie 
United  States 


[163] 


IN  SENATE 

OF 

t'HB  UNITED  STATES, 

Maboh  85,  1618. 


Read  and  pined  to  a  second  reading. 


Hesolutton  directing  the  Secreury  for  the  Department  of  Scate,  to 
propnre  an  index  to  the  acti  and  resolutiona  of  Congress,  after 
die  close  of  every  session. 

Besohed  by  the  Senate  and  Sbuae  of  Befre9eniathes  of  the  United 
ISifiief  of  America  in  Congress  aaeembled^  Tliat  after  the  close  of  each 
session  of  Congress,  an  alphabetical  index  of  the  acts  and  joint  reso- 
lutions passed  at  the  preceding  session,  shall  be  prepared,  pnnted, 
and  distributed  therewith,  under  the  direction  ot  the  Secretary  for 
die  Il|;paai;^ment  of  State. 

March  24, 1818. 

PSassed  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Atust,       THOMAS  DOUOUERTT,  C.  H.  B, 


1164] 


lN8£NATlfi 


or 


THB  tKlT*BD  STAtfid/ 

Marcb  26,  1818< 


ic  Committee  of  Financei  to  wtiooi  l^as  referred  dj^lnemQif'iai  d^ 
Shobael  Conoutt  of  the  town  of  Detroit^ 

SPOBT: 

rhat  it  appears,  by  the  memorial,  the  petitioned  witi  a  cititen  o^ 
troit,  in  the  Michigan  territoryi  and  tmit,  in  the  fall  of  the  year 
L6,  he  purchased,  at  ^e  the  city  of  New  York,  a  qiulntity  of  mer- 
indise,  intended  for  the  Detroit  market,  and  caused  the  same  to 
transported  to  Buflalo,  in  the  western  part  of  the  state  of  Nevl^ 
»rk.  On  Iheir  arrival  at  Buffalo,  the  navigation  of  Lake  Erie  be« 
I  obstructed  by  ice,  it  was  deemed  not  safe  to  send  them  by  water. 
«  petitioner  applied  to  the  collector  of  that  place  for  information^ 
ictber  he  would  have  to  pay  the  duties  on  said  goods,  on  their  ar« 
ad  at  Detroit,  provided  he  should  transport  them  by  land  to  thai 
ce,  through  Canada;  to  which  the  collector  replied,  that,  in  his 
inion,  he  would  not.  The  goods  were  accordingly  so  transported 
Detroit;  and  on  being  reported  to  the  collector  at  that  place,  he 
}uired  the  payment  of  duties,  as  on  original  importation ;  and 
ods  for  that  purpose  were  given,  to  the  amount  of  579  dollars  and 
I  cents,  by  Louis  Dequiddue  and  Antoioe  Dequindue^  The  peti« 
mer  states,  that  the  transaction  was  open,  fair,  and  undisguised, 
ithout  any  intention  of  fraud  or  improper  conduct  on  his  paru 
be  petitioner  prays  that  relief  may  be  granted  against  these  bond*. 
The  committee  are  of  opinion,  upon  the  foregoing  statement  of 
tcts,  which  kppear  established  by  the  documents  accompanying  tba 
etition,  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  is  reasonable,  and  Ott|^ 
J  be  gniftted.    They  therefore  report  a  bill  for  that  purpose* 


(1653 


IN  SENATE 


OF 


THE  UNITED  STATES, 


March  t«,  1818. 


The  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was  ttferred  the  petition  of 
John  Randolph, 

REPORTS 

That  during  the  late  war,  the  petitioner  alieges  he  furnished  ra- 
tions to  the  troops  of  the  United  Sutes  in  rhe  ftate  of  Delaware, 
Under  a  contract  with  William  Robinson,  of  n.iltimore«  and  CampbelL 
GrifBth,  of  Alexandria,  in  the  exeoution  of  which  h«  suffered  heavy- 
losses.  The  petitioner  had  engaged  to  furnish  rations  at  15  cenCsl 
for  which  he  had  to  pa^  from  21  to  ^5  cents.  There  does  not  ap» 
pear,  from  the  documents  before  the  committee,  any  justifiable  rea- 
son for  the  allowance  of  the  petitioner's  claim,  or  any  part  thereof^ 
therefore. 

Resolved,  That  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw  his  petttioiv 
and  documents. 


^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^H 


1166] 


VH  SENATE 


07 


THE  UNITED  STATES, 


MABOHSM818. 

The  Committee  on  Peasioos,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petkioo  off 
Tiusel  ^Vhite, 

SEPOBT: 

That  jrour  committee  have  examined  the  case  of  the  petiUooer. 
He  states  that  he  served  in  the  revolutionary  war  as  a  soldier;  that  he 
18  in  distressed  circumstances,  and  compelled  to  ask  of  his  country  a 
pension.  .The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  act  of  CJongress^ 
passed  at  their  present  session,  entitled  ^  An  act  to  provide  for  cer* 
tain  persons  engaged  in  the  land  and  naval  service  of  the  UnitM 
States,  in  die  revolutionanr  war,**  will,  upon  proper  proof,  give  relief 
to  die  petitioner.    The  mllowing  resolution  is  therefore  submitted: 

Maahed^  That  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  wididraw  his  peti« 

tlOD« 


t 


twU 


IN  SENATS 


THB  UNFTBD  STATBB, 

1IA90B  27,  1818. 

Mr.  Troup  subndtted  the  following  motioo  br  oomiiieaAom 

Beiohedf  Thit  the  committee  on  poet  dEcet  and  post  toadst  be, 
iiiBtracted  to  inquire  iato  the  ezpe^encjr  of  chang^g  die  post  route 
between  MiUedgeriUe  and  Darien,  so  Aat  the  same  mqr  pass  direcdf 
from  Montgomery  courthoqse  to  the  tewn  of  Oarien,  by  Tttmm 
courthouse. 


E1683 


QT SENATE 

ov 

THE  UNITBD  STATBBt 

BfABOk  Wf  1818* 

'She  Gcmimittoe  on  Pm^  CMces  aod  Pott  Boidfy  who  were  iiM^^ 

S'  a  reflobtion  of  the  S9th  jMoxmry^^^  to  inquire  into  the  ezpe* 
ency  of  providing  fi»r  the  secori^  of  petaengeri  in  stage 
eondies  in  which  die  audi  of  the  United  States  ouiy  be  tranSf 
ported,  agidnst  an^  dangers  ariaing  fimn  grots  negMgence  of 
proprietors  and  dnversi'' 

BEPOBT: 

That  your  committee  are  not  aware  of  any  measure  whidi  caot 
widi  propriety  be  adopted  by  Gon|;re8S,  which  will  accomplish  die 
object  coDtempbted  1^  the  resolution;  diey  therefore  pray  tq  be  dis* 
charged  from  the  nirther  consid^rntio0  thereof* 


IMl 


IN  SENATIS 
THE  UNITBD  8TAl4fiS, 

Mabgh  27,  IMS. 

Ifr.  Horsey  submitted  die  fellowiDg  motion  tot  eonsideratioii: 

Unohed^  That  the  committee  on  pott  offices  and  post  roads,  be 

f;dieeompci 
Betewara. 


Unohed^  That  the  committee  on  post  offices  and  post 
instmcted  to  inquire  into  the  ezpedifnor  of  increasing  die  \ 
tioaoff  Ae  postmaster  at  Qeorgetowny  m  the  state  ofBete 


fl7l3 


IN  SENATE 

ov 

THE  UNITED  STATES, 

HaIOH  so,  1818. 

Wh€  Committee  of  Claimr,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  cer« 
uin  citizent,  inhabitants  of  Knox  county,  in  die  state  of  In<Uana. 

BEPORT; 

The  petitioners  cUim  payment  for  property  U>ey  aDege  to  hire 
been  taken  by  the  mounted  riflemen  from  Kentucky,  commanded  by 
general  Hopkins  in  the^  fail  of  the  year  1812.  The  claimants,  twenty 
in  number,  present  claims  of  various  amount,  from  IS  dollars  to  500 
donars,  appraised  by  persons  under  oath.  These  appraisements  were 
had  to  some  extent  under  the  order  of  gjeneral  Gibson,  secreury, 
and  acting  governor  of  the  territory  of  Indiana,  through  quartermas- 
ter Floyd.  There  is  no  specification  of  particulars  so  *as  to  afford 
evidence  bv  wliatrule  the  estimates  has  been  made.  Indeed  die  proof 
tlkat  the  property  was  consumed  by  the  militia,  is  to  be  presumed 
sniy.  A  quartermaster  appears  to  have  accompanied  the  expedition, 
to  whom  only  the  United  States  could  look  for  a  correct  estimate  of 
Ac  value  of  property  taken  for  the  use  of  the  troops.  That  there 
yoight  have  been  an  irregular  taking  of  vegetables  from  gardens  and 
iajary  done  to  enclosures,  seems  probable,  the  more  so,  as  few  of  the 
mhabitants  remained  in  their  dwellings.  A  certificate  signed  Samuel 
Hopkins^  'major  general,  who  commanded  the  detachment,  in  very 
itroog  terms,  denounces  his  corps  as  having  most  wantorly  injured 
the  property  of  the  people  ^of  Knox,  without  any  necessity,  and  con* 
trvj  to  his  orders  and  exertions  as  an  officer.  From  the  state  of 
the  bet  submitted  to  the  committee,  they  caonot  discover  the  losses 
complained  of  arose  from  any  order  of  an  officer  of  the  United  States, 
aor  can  they  consider  it  in  any  other  light  than  a  trespass  by  indivi* 
dusls,  and  remedy  by  due  course  of  law  ought  to  have  been  sought. 
'Hie  committee  therefore  recommend  the  following  resolution: 
Rtsohedf  The  petitioners  have  leave  to  withdraw  the  petition 
^papers. 


iml 


IN  SENATE 


ov 
THE  UNITBD  STATES, 

llABCB  Si,  1818. 

Mr.  GoUaborough  submitted  the  foUowbg  motkmfor  coosideratttm: 

Eewhedy  Hut  in  addition  to  the  harbors  and  waters  ordered  to 
be  surveyed  by  a  resolution  of  the  18th  of  this  month,  for  the  purpose 
tfiat  two  suitable  stations  may  be  selected  for  the  establishment  of 
arsenal  poru,  the  President  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  hereby 
ia,  requested,  for  the  ptirpose  aforesaid,  to  cause  a  survev  to  be  made 
otf  the  harbor  of  Annapolis,  and  of  the  adjacent  waters  of  the  Severn. 


t-z-^J 


MESSAGE 


fAom 


THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATE 

TRANSMltTINO 

A-BEPORT 

TUB  aiCBlStARV  OP  WAR, 

-.>'■■  '^ 

COMPLIANCE  WITH  A  RESOLUTION  OF  THE  SENATE, 

**  To  cause  to  be  laid  before  them,  a  list  of  ail  the  Pensioners 
•     of  the  United  States,  the  sam  annually  paid  to  each,  and 
the  States  oi*  Territories  in  which  the  said  Pensioners  are 
respectively  paid." 


March  ^,  1B18. 
Printed  by  order  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States^ 


WASHINGTON; 


J 


FRINTED  BY  E.  DC  KKAFFT. 
1819. 


ci7o:i 


Toihe  SenaU of  the  United  Stales: 

In  compliance  with  a  Tesolution  of  theSeiiate»  rela- 
tive to  the  pensioners  of  the  United  States,  the  sum  annual- 
ly paid  to  each,  and  the  states  or  territories  in  which  the 
said  pensioners  are  respectively  paid,  I  now  transokit  •  re- 
port, from  the  Secretary  of  War,  which,  with  documents 
marked  A  and  B,  contain  all  the  information  required. 

JAMES  MONROE. 


fF^hwglM,  Match  28,  1819. 


tl70] 


,  Deparimera  of  War,  March  24,  1818. 

The  Secretary  of  War,  to  who^  was  referred  the 
"resolution  of  the  Senate,  rexjuesting  the  President  of  the 
United  States  ''To  cause  to  be  laid  before  them,  a  list  ot  all 
the  pensioQiTs  of  the  United  States,  the  sum  annually  iiaid 
to  each,  and  the  states  or  territories  in  which  the  said  pen- 
sioners are  respectively  paid  ^  has  the  honor  to  report  the 
documents  marked  A  and  B. 

J.C.CALHOUN. 


The  President  qf  the  Vnk^  Stales. 


*    ♦ 
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Atwell,  James,     widow 
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Q^  SENATE 
THE  UNITED  STATES, 

MaBCH  81,  1818. 

The  Committee  on  Ftnaace,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petitions  of 
William  P.  Farrand  and  others,  importing  merchants  of  Phila« 
delphia, 

REPORTS 

The  petitioners  state  that  the  navigation  of  the  river  Delaware 
being  liable  to  be  obstructed  by  ice,  for  nearly  diree  months  in  the 
year,  no  merchimdise  can  be  ordered  from  a  foreign  port  to  arrive  in 
Philadelphia  during  that  period.  To  obviate  the  inconvenience 
growing  out  of  this  natural  impediment  to  the  commerce  of  that 
place,  they  pray  permission  to  pve  bond  and  security  in  Philadelphia, 
tor  the  payment  of  duties  on i(nerchandise  imported  into  the  ports  of 
New  York  and  Baltimore,  during  the  winter  season. 

The  committee  are  aware  that  some  commercial  facilities  might 
result  to  the  importing  merchants  of  Philadelphia  from  the  proposed 
measure;  but  the  inconveniences  complained  of  do  not  appear  to 
them  to  furnish  sufficient  ground  for  changing  the  lotig  established 
laws  and  regulations  of  the  customs  in  this  respect. 

They  therefore  recommend  to  the  Senate  the  foUowmg  resolu* 
tion:  • 

Besolvedy  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  ought  not  to  be 
granted. 


[1743 

IN  SENATE 

OF 

THB  UNIT]lSD  STATES, 

MUftCH  81|  18it. 

Bead  and  passed^to  the  second  rea^g^ 


MtBolutiin  directing  the  printing  and  dtetribution  €f  the  act  to  provide 
Jot  the  surviving  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  repotutionary  army. 

Besohfedby  theBeiiateand  House  of  RMresentathes  of  the  United 
States  ofJbnerica  in  Congress  assembtedy  That  the  Secretaly  at  War 
be  instructed  to  haye  the  act  of  Congress  providing  for  the  sunriving 
QJKcers  and  soldiers  of  the  revolutionary  army,  together  Ivith  such* 
rules  as  he  may  think  proper  to  prescribe,  in  reladon  to  said  act 
printed;  and  that  one  copy  of  said  act  and  rules  be  transmitted  ttf 
^ach  of  the  clerks  of  the  courts  of  record  in  the  Utlited  States,  and 
tfie  territories  thereof. 

llircb^,1813. 

nttsed  the  House  of  Representatives^ 

Attest,       THO&D0tOHERTT,C.Aa 


r 
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IN  SEIf  ATE 


OF 


THE  UNITEDr  STATES, 

Afrix,  1  18ia. 

Itie  Committee  on  PeDsions,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Ann  Welsh, 

REPORT: 

That  the  petitioner  states  she  is  the  sole  executrix  of  her  brother, 
Gaptsun  George  Hulbert,  deceased,  and  she  asks  of  Congress  the  com- 
mutation of  half-pay  to  which  he  was  entitled  for  his  services  as  an 
officer  of  the  revolutionary  war,  or  that  Congress  will  sallow  to  her  a 
pension.    A  similar  application  was  made  by  the  petitioner  to  Con- 
gress, in  17^97,  for  commutatiod,  and  a  report,  in  detail,  was  then 
made  by  a  committee,  against  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner.     In  1816, 
application  was  again  made,  and  the  committee  to  whom  the  case  was 
referred  adopted  the  report  made  in  February,  1797*    From  the  ex- 
amination of  thie  facts  and  circumstances  of  the  case,  the  committee 
adopt  the  report  last  mentioned,  and  to  which  they  refer.    The  com* 
latttee  are  further  of  opinion,  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  for  a 
pension  ought  not  to  be  granted,  her  case  not  being  within  the  rules 
heretofore  established  and  adhered  to  by  Congress. 


[1763 


m^SENATE . 


01? 


THE  UNITED  STATISS, 

AfEU  ±f  1818. 


The  Cmntnittee  of  CSmbis,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  St* 
Muel  F.  Hooker, 

fiaEPOBTbl 

The  petitioner  was  owner  of  a  garden  and  certain  lots  in  the  mil- 
age of  Sackett's  EUivbour^  which  wer^  occupied  by  the  troops  of  gene* 
rsd  Pike,  in  January,  1813,  for  a  parade  ground,  and  the  erection  of 
fortifications.  The  petitioner  states,  the  death  of  general  Pike  has 
prevented  the  obtainment  of  his  certificate  of  the  fact.  Evidence,  tak- 
en under  commission  by  authority  of  the  Commissioner  of  Claims, 
establishes  the  occupancy  in  manner  and  for  the  purposes  alleged  to 
the  sadsf  action  of  the  committee.  This  item  of  the  claim  they  be* 
lieve  ought  to  be  allowed. 

The  petitioner  further  claims  indemnity  for  a  house  and  barn  oc« 
copied  as  barracks  by  the  troops  of  the  United  States,  and  which 
^cre  destroyed  by  the  enemy  on  the  9th  of  July,  1813.  Evidence 
taken  under  commission  is  also  produced  in  this  case.  It  is  satisfac-* 
torily  proved  the  buildings  were  rented  for  barracks  by  a  staff  officer, 
competent  so  to  do,  and  that  the  owner  had  not  possession  of  the 
liuildings  from  the  time  when  they  were  so  rented,  the  13th  May^ 
lSl2,uotil  they  were  burned  by  the  enemy.  This  claim  the  commit* 
^e  deem  reasonable. 

The  p.etitioner  further  claims  allowance  for  the  value  of  certain 

Merchandise  shipped  on  board  the  schooner  rigged  boat,  the  Lady 

*^sshington,  at  Ohswego,  in  the  month  of  June,  1813.    After  he  had 

^jWtered  said  vessel,  letters  were  received  from  the  contractor  at 

^ort  George,  addressed  to  the  United  States^  storekeeper  at  Oswego, 

''guesting  him  to  send  supplies  to  the  army  in  that  place,  who  were^ 

R^'catly  in  want  of  them.    No  mean  existed  for  transporution  but  the 

^^sel  chartered  by  the  petitioner,  and  after  much  importunity  he 

.^Sreed  to  admit  said  vessel  to  be  freighted  with  the  U.  States'  stores, 

'^  part,  remonstrating,  at  the  same  time,  that  by  so  doing  he  risked 

^^pture,  as  the  enemy  at  that  time  did  not  make  prize  of  private  pro* 

^rty.    On  the  voystge  the  vessel  was  made  ^n^t  ol  >^tAtx  x^^  \^«1l 
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she  was  carrying  refreshments  to  the  American  troops  then  in  U] 
Canada.  The  committee  cannot  distinguish  this  from  an  ordii 
adventure  of  maritime  coron^erce.  That  the  cargo  was  assorted  p 
cipally  for  army  consumpti6n,  is  apparent^  from  the  inventory  furn 
ed  to  the  committee.  That  the  enemy  would  not  detain  supf 
designed  for  the  army  when  it  was  in  his  coun^  is  dot  to  be  sup| 
ed.  That  the  real  destination  of  the  cargo  was  Fort  George,  is  pi 
ed  from  the  testimony  and  the  admission  of  the  peUtioner. 

It  is  obvious  from  general  Ripley's,  letter,  the  petitioner  wg 
have  made  a  good  market  for  liis  adventure  there,  if  it  had  arriv 
and  the  freight,  for  public  account,  seems  to  hdve  been  a  passpor 
trade  at  a  point  in  the  enemies  territory.  It  was  out  of  the  powei 
the  collector  to  clear  the  vessel  for  any  port  in  Canada,  but  as 
American  army  had  crossed  the  river,  it  can  excite  no  Surprise! 
the  enemy  deemed  the  cargo  of  a  nature  different  in  all  resp 
from  mere  private  proper t5'  in  the  ordinary  cpunie  of  trade,  » 
time  of  peace.  The  committee  on  a  very  deliberate  coosideratioi 
this  case,  are  of  opinion  the  United  States  cannot  be  held  liable 
make  indemnity  upon  any  safe  or  just  principle. 

ITie  petitioner  further  claims  allowance  for  twohundrtdl^asl 
of  salt  captured  by  the  enemy  at  Oswego,  which  were  depositee 
the  public  store  bouse.  For  a  decision  on  this  claim  the  petitio 
does  not  now  pi^ss,  as  he  believes  he  can  adduce  other  and  be 
vouchers.  The  committee,  as  it  stands  before  them,  do  not  disco 
features  in  it  in  any  way  recomnftcnding  it  to  allowance.  A  bill 
herewith  reported,  authorizing  payment  of  s6  much  of  the  petiti 
er's  claims  as  the  committee  deem  just. 
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IN  SENATE 

o» 

THE  UNITED  STATES, 

Apbh.  S,  1818. 

)inmittee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was  rererred  the  petition  of 
ancia  UendersoD, 

IT: 

e  petitioner,  in  right  of  bis  wife,  the  daughter  and  only  child  oj' 
Jphn  Laurens,  daims  certain  balances  which  he  alleges  wer^ 
red  in  the  setdement  of  colonel  Laurens's  account  with  the  U» 
IS  an  officer  of  the  army,  and  as  special  minister  to  the  court 
ulles,  during  the  revolutionary  war.  This  claim  arises  out  oi' 
errors  in  the  settlement  of  colonel  Laurens^s  claims  for  ser* 
d  for  expenses  alleged  not  to  have  been  reinibursed,  incurred 
ission  to  France.  By  the  application  of  rules  of  interest  sug- 
y  die  petitioner,  which  the  committee  believe  never  have  been 
rer  ought  to  be  recognized  by  the  government,  the  sum 
is  swelled  to  a  large  amount. 

e  committee  take  leave  to  observe,  with  the  truest  graiiBca- 
n  they  have  found  the  most  ample  evidence  of  the  distin* 
merit  of  colonel  Laurens,  recorded  in  the  resolve  of  Con- 
ithorizing  the  settlement  of  his  accounts  after  his  decease, 
a  March,  1785*  This  resolve  arose  out  of  a  petition  of  lien- 
ens,  on  behalf  of  his  grand-daughter.  Towards  the  decen- 
of  coL  John  Laurens,  the  committee  can  entertain  no  feeling 
»pect  and  kindness.  They  have  not  been  able,  however,  to 
-  die  merits  of  the  petitioners  claim*  except  as  to  a  single  item 
amount,  and  cannot  therefore  recommend  a  reopening  of  the 
nt  of  the  account  between  government  and  the  esute  of  col. 
.  That  setdement  referring  to  a  date  when  usages  prevailed, 
5  recurred  to  without  diflSculty  by  those  not  conversant  wiiii 
rdsof  the  Treasury,  the  committee  referred  the  petition  and 
Its  to  that  department,  requesting  an  especial  exan/ination  of 
3  of  the  claim  and  a  report  thereon.  A  letter  from  the  Re- 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  answer  to  the  committee, 
td  to  this  report.  The  Register  concludes  by  stating,  no 
can  be  traced  of  an  item  in  the  account  settled  for  rations, 
specie,  glOi  70.  Colonel  Laurens's  diplomatic,  as  well  as* 
accounts,  were  adjusted  under  the  resolve  of  Congrfss  alcove 
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alhided  to,  paisscd  with  a  special  view  to  his  patriotic  merit  and  ser- 
vices.   It  is  impossible  to  suppose,  that  by  any  ne(^gence  in  the  use 
of  words,  that  less  was  obtained  under  that  resolve,  than  was  iptend^ 
ed  to  foe  allowed,  or  less  than  was  thought  due  to  his  distinguiahed. 
character  as  an  oiicer  and  citizen..    The  committee  recommend  the 
allowance  to  the  petitioner  of  £104  70,  with  interest  from  the  5th  of 
January,  1781,  when  that  sum  was  fdund  due  at  the  Treasury,  and  for^ 
that  purpose  report  a  bill. 


Treasury  Department^ 

BegUter^s  Office,  Mth  March,  ±gl6^ 

8IH, 

I  beg  leave  to  return  the  papers  you  did'Ine  the  honor  to  refer, 
for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  wether  the  accounts  of  the  late  lieut* 
col.  John  Laurens,  settled  at  the  Treasury,  had  been  adjusted,  on  the 
same  principles  which  governed  the  liquidation  of  other  and  similar 
accounts;  and  also,  whether,  on  an  examination  of  the  Treasury  re- 
cords, any  errors  had  been  made  therein. 

There  were  two  distinct  settlemens  made  with  the  represents* 
tives  of  the  late  lieut^  col.  John  I^urens* 

One,  his  diplomatic  account,  for  service&on  a  special  mission  to. 
France,  in  1780. 

The  other,  for  his  military  services  as  a  lieut.  col.  in  the  line  of 
the  army  and  aid  de  camp  to  general  Washington. 

His  diplomatic  account,  in  point  of  timcemploved,  and  rate  of 
compensation,  was  settled  under  a  special  resolution  ot  Congress  of  ist 
March,  1785,  as  appears  by  an  authenticated  copy  of  the  Treasury 
settlement,  No.  678,  and  the  balance  paid/86,017  31  90. 

On  an  examination  of  the  Treasury  records,  it  appears  that  the 
compensations  to  foreign  ministers  and  agents  on  special  missions 
under  the  revolutionary  government,  varied  according  to  the  resolu 
tion  of  Congress,,  under  which  the  same  were  adjusted  at  the  Trea« 
sury.  In  some  instances,  three  months  salary  were  allowed  to  min- 
isters for  their  return  home;  in  others,  as  in  the  present  case  of  lieut* 
col.  Laurens,  the  resolution  of  Congress  was  the  period  ^*  until  his  re« 
turn." 

His  military  account  was  also  settled  at  the  Treasury,  as  ap- 
pears by  an  authenticated  copy  thereof,  Nq.  679,  and  the  balance  ad- 
justed and  funded  at  the  Treasury,  in  1791. 

On  an  examin^ition  of  the  Treasury  records,  not  any  payment 
can  be  traced  of  the  sum  stated  in  the  military  account  in  the  foUow- 
iiig  terms; 


r 
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*^  Substatance  from  1st  January,  82,  to  the  25th  August,  at  4  ra« 
tioDs  per  day,  is  9kS  rations,  equal  to  Si  04  70-90,  to  be  piud  in  spe- 
cie," 

Neither  do  the  records  of  the  War  Office  aflFord  any  satisfiictory 
ifsttlt  after  a  search  thereof. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Very  respectfully,  Sir, 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  NOUBSB,  Register. 

An.  WilRam  Crawford^ 

Becrctury  of  the  Treanury, 
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IN.  SEN  ATE 


OF 

THE  UNITED  STATES, 

Aprh.  S,  1818.  nh 

Mr.  KiDg  submitted  the  following  motion  for  consideration: 

Resohed^  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  do  report  to  the 
Senate,  the  sum  of  the  funded  debt  of  the  United  States,  bearing  an 
interest  of  seven,  six,  and  three  per  cent.;  distinguishing  the  amount 
of  each,  that  has  been  paid  by  the  subscribers  towards  the  capital  of 
the  bank  of  the  United  -  States;  distinguishing  also  the  sums  of  the 
respective  species  of  funded  debt  paid  on  account  of  the  several  in- 
stalments to  the  said  bank;  stating  the  sums  and  species  of  funded 
debt  sold  by  the  bank,  how  much  thereof  was  purchased  or  redeemed 
by  the  United  States,  and  how  much  has  been  sold  without  the  United 
Sutes. 


k 
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IN  SENATE 

OF 

THE  UNITED  STATES, 

Aful  6f  1818« 

The  Committee  on  Pensions,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Smith 
P.  Slocum,  of  Pawtuxet  in  the  state  of  Rhode  Island, 

REPORT: 

The  petitioner  represents,  that  on  the  nineteenth  day  of  June  last* 
the  artillery  company  of  Pawtuxet,  in  which  he  was  a  prirate,  and  which 
companj  is  part  of  the  militia  of  said  state,  was  ordered  out  and  paraded 
vnder  command  of  colonel  Potter  the  commanding  officer  of  said  companj, 
for  the  purpose  of  firing  a  salute  from  the  fort  at  Pawtuxet,  ia  honor  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  then  passing  in  a  steam  boat  by  said  village 
of  Pawtuxet,  on  his  way  from  Newport  to  Providence,  in  which  service, 
while  the  petitioner  was  ramming  down  a  cartridge,  the  powder  exploded, 
and  he  was  deprived  of  both  his  arms,  and  was  otherwise  much  injured:  That 
he  received  those  wounds  while  in  the  discharge  of  a  military  duty  nnder 
the  orders  of  his  superiors,  and  in  the  presence  of  the  chief  magistrate  of 
the  United  States:  'fhat  the  petitioner  is  poor,  has  a  wife  and  children,  and 
cannot  now  do  any  thing  for  his  support,  but  is  wholly  dependent  on  chari- 
ty, and  therefore  prays  that  Congress  would  place  him  on  the  pension  list, 
or  otherwise  relieve  him  as  they  may  think  right. 

Admitting  the  facts  stated  by  the  petitioner,  the  committee  perceive 
no  ground  on  which  he  can  claim  a  pension  or  other  relief  from  the  United 
States.  The  service  in  which  he  was  enga;^d  when  he  received  the  wound, 
was  rendered  under  the  command  of  a  militia  oflicer  of  the  state  of  Rhode 
Island,  and  not  by  command  of  any  officer  of  the  United  States,  and  upon 
an  occasion  where  no  obligation  was  imposed  on  the  company  by  any  law 
to  perform  such  service.  Under  these  circumstances,  the  committee  arc 
of  opinion,  that  no  charge  ought  to  be  imposed  on  the  United  States  by  rea- 
son of  tiie  unfortunate  accident  whith  has  disabled  the  petitioner.  They 
therefore  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 
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IN  SENATE 

OF 

THE  UNITED  STATES, 

April  4,  1814. 

Agreeably  to  notice  given,  Mr.  Barbour  asked  and  obtaind  leave  to 
bring  in  the  following  resolution,  which  was  read  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading: 

Reaohed^by  the  Senate  and  Bouse  of  Uepresentaiivee  of  the  United 
Siaiee  of  America  in  Congress  assembled^  That  the  Secretary  of  State 
be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized,  to  subscribe  for  and  receive,  for  the 
use  and  disposal  of  Congress,  five  hundred  copies  of  the  edition  of 
Statistical  Annals,  embracing  views  of  the  population,  commerce,  na* 
vigation,  fisheries,  public  lands,  post  office  establishment,  revenues, 
mint,  military  and  naval  establishments,  public  debt  and  sinking  fund 
of  the  United  States,  proposed  to  be  printed  by  Adam  Seybert  of  Phi- 
ladelphia. 
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IN  SENATE 


OF 

THE  UNITED  STATES, 

Afrll  4,  1818* 

The  Committee  on  the  Militia,  to  whom  was  referred  a  resolutioa 
respecting  the  expediekicy  of  setting  apart  and  appropriating  the 
dividends  which  shall  arise  from  the  shares  held  by  the  go* 
vemment  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  to  the  manufacture 
of  arms  and  equipments  for  arming  and  equipping  the  whole  body 
of  the  militia  of  the  United  Sutes, 

REPORT: 

That  it  is  inexpedient,  at  this  time,  to  make  the  appropriation 
contemplated  by  the  resolution. 


[182] 
LETTER 

rsoM 
THE  feECRBTARY  OP  THE  TRBASURT, 

TO 

THE  CHAIRMAN 

or   THB 

CO.MMITTE]^   OF  FIM'A^rCE   OF   THE    8EJ^4T^, 

iir 
BELATION  TO  THE  APPLICATION 

* 

ov 

'Hie  Board  of  Directors^  to  the  Congre$Sf  for  permi$$ioth  to  mu4 
Bills  and  JiTotes  sifi^ned  by  other  persom  than  the  Presidtnt  aa4 
Ci^hier  of  that  BqiiH* 


Printed  bj  order  of  tlse  Sen4te  of  the  United  States. 


WASHINGTONi 
PBINT£D   BY   E.   DE   KSAPFT. 


tim 


tBEASUBY  B^ABTMEMT, 

7M^n/»1818. 

been  informed  by  the  presidettt  of  the  bank  bf  the  tTnhed 
the  board  of  directors  have  applied  to  the  Congresa  of 
for  permission  to  issue  bitts  anid  notes  signed  by  other 
1  the  president  and  cashier  of  that  bank*  The  intimate 
i¥hich  necessarily  exists  between  that  institution,  and  the 
of  the  executive  government  confided  to  my  direction^ 
it  excusable  on  my  part,  to  present  to  the  committee  of 
ier  whose  consideration  the  subject  has  been  placed  by 
some  of  the  reasons  which  appear  to  me  necessarily  con- 
the  application.  It  is  not  my  intention  to  urge  the  sanc- 
committee  to  the  partidshn-  modification  sought  by  th^ 
All  attempt  only  to  satisfy  the  committee,  that  under  the 
ivisions  of  the  charter^  as  confl^ued  by  the  Corporation^ 
lible  to  put  into  circulation  an  amount  of  bills  or  suitable 
»ns,  to  supply  the  necessary  and  indispensable  demands 
lunity* 

esident  and  cashier  of  the  bank  have  to  sign  and  counter** 
[>ills  of  the  bank)  and  of  its  various  offices.  They  hav^ 
to  the  ordinary  duties  of  president  and  cashier  of  a  bank^ 
all  the  duties  of  conunissioner  of  loans  for  the  state  or 
a,  and  of  agents  for  the  payment  of  pensioners  of  every 
for  that  state.  They  are  necessarily  charged  with  the 
erintendence  of  all  the  offices  estabhshed  by  the  bank 
Hstrict  of  Maine  to  the  state  of  Louisiana,  involving  a 
ive  correspondence,  and  imposing  upon  them  examination 
ly  returns  of  those  offices.  This  examination  is  necessa- 
i  upon  these  officers,  who  are  bound  to  watch  over  the 
the  bank  genersdly,  and  to  supply  Khe  wants  of  the  differ* 
to  transmit  specie  where  there  is  a  demand  for  it,  and 
'  it  from  points,  where,  from  the  course  of  trade  or  other 
lay  have  temporarily  accumulated.  The  duty  of  trans- 
public  funds,  wherever  required  within  ^he  United 
mds  and  receives  their  unremitted'atlention.  Prom  the 
resented  of  the  various  and  important  duties  assigned  to 
charter,  many  of  which  are  so  intimately  connected  with 
dent  as  to  constitute  them  highly  important  officers,  it 
ily  perceived  that  a  very  sitiall  portion  of  their  time' can 
to  the  mechanical  labor  of  signing  bills  and  notes.  It 
.  be  said,  that  the  corporation  having  the  power  of  ap* 
:h  officers  and  servants  as  the  interest  of  the  institution 


may  require,  may  appoint  other  officers,  who  may  be  charged  with 
the  superintendence  of  the  interests  of  the  institution  generally,  and 
of  course  with  the  correspondence,  and  distribution  of  the  capital  of 
the  bank  among  the  difiercnt  offices  according  to  their  various  Wants 
and  necessities,  arising  out  of  the  course  6f  trade,  or  any  other 
cause.     Such  a  course,  might  indeed  be  pursued,  but  it  would  be  an 
entire  inversion  of  the  established  principle  of  action,  not  only  in 
institutions  of  this  nature,  but  of  right  reason  when  applied  to  all: 
associations  whatsoever*     The  signing  of  bills  and  notes  is  a  mere 
mechanical  act.     The  superintendence  of  an  institution  so  extensive 
and  complicated,  intimately  connected,  not  only  with  the  govern- 
ment, but  with  all  the  wants  and  iconvenicnces  of  society,  especially 
influencing  in  a  very  high  degree,  the  commercial  transactions  of  the 
nation,  requires  intellects  of  more  than  ordinary  elevation,  and  infor- 
mation an  various,  as  the  wants  and  conveniences  of  civilized  society. 
To  metamorphose  the  highest  officers  of  the  institution  into  mere 
mechanics,  the  operations  of  what  are  to  be  confined  to  tracing  cer« 
tain  characters  infinitely  repeated,  whilst  subordinate  officers  or  ^tr- 
vants  are  invested  with  duties  requiring  the  highest  or^r  of  intellect 
and  the  most  exclusive  degree  of  information,  would,  indeed,  be  an 
inverson  of  the  established  ideas  of  the  moral  fitness  of  things. 

It  is  not  my  intention,,  nor  is  it  the  wish  of  the  bank,  to  relieve 
the  president  and  cashier  from  the  mechanical  labor  of  signing  bills. 
This  duty  will  always  be  performed  by  them,  as  far  as  a  due  attention 
to  their  other  and  more  important  duties  will  permit.     The  reasons 
and  facts,  which  I  have  presented,  in  order  to  prove  that  it  is  impos* 
Bible  for  the  president  and  cashier  to  sign  the  bills,  necessary  to  the 
wants  and  convenience  of  the  community,  are  supported  by  the  ex- 
perience of  the  bank.     Twenty  offices  have  been  established,  and  ap- 
}>lications  for  others  remain   suspended  from  the  impossibility  of 
iirnishing  them  with  bills  for  circulation.     Two  of  those,  which  have 
been  organized  more  than  six  months  past,  have  not  yet  been  sup* 
plied  with  bills  to  commence  operations.     Several  of  those  established 
in  the  western  country,  have  been  so  scantily  supplied,  as  to  render 
their  operations  ei^tremely  circumscribed.     That  established  at  Au- 
gtista  in  Georgia,  will  probably  be  abandoned,  on  account  of  the  im- 
possibility of  supplying  it  with  bills,  to  make  the  employment  of  capi- 
tal profitable.      It  is  understood  that  the   measure  is  now   underr 
the  consideration  of  the  directors.     It  will  be  hardly  necessary  t<^» 
prove,  that  the  failure  to  supply  the  different  offices  with  a  propecr 
amount  of  bills  of  suitable  denominations,  can  be  the  result  of  nothing 
but  the  impossibility  of  furnishing  that  supply,  under  the  provisions 
of  the  charter.     HThe  failure  must  be  ascribed  to  this  impossibilit^r, 
or  to  the  negligence  of  the  officers  of  the  bank.     The  character  sltlS 
standing  of  the  gendemen,  to  whom  the  neglect  would  be  imputed^ 
forbids  the  admission  of  the  charge.     It  may  indeed  be  alleged,  that 
the  labor  of  issuing  bills  will  be  daily  diminished,  as  the  supply  wil/ 
always  be  increasing.    To  this  it  may  be  answered,  that  the  number 
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of  offices,  for  some  time  to  come,  will  be  increased,  and  that  as  the 
labor  of  signing  bills  diminishes,  the  time  necessarily  devoted  to  the 
superintendence  of  the.  multiplied  and  varied  concerns  of  the  bank  will 
increaae.  That,  according  to  the  course  of  trade,  bills  issued  in  one 
section  of  the  Union,  will  accumulate  in  another,  and  that  although  a 
portion  of  those  bills  may«  in  the  ordinary  course  of  trade,  find  their 
way  back,  or  be  diffused  over  other  portions,  so  as  to  diminish,  in  a 
considerable  degree,  such  an  accumulation,  yet  a  considerable  por- 
tion of  them  will  remain  where  they  are  not  wanted,  whilst  local  de« 
ficencies  will  be  created  in  other  places.  It  the  bank  is  enabled  to  issue 
bills,  so  as  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  community  for  them,  it  will  be 
its  interest  to  supply  the  local  wants,  thus  created  by  new  emissions, 
rather  than  to  incur  the  expense  and  risk  of  transmitting  those,  which 
have  accumulated  in  particular  districts,  to  where  they  are  wanted* 
This  source  of  demand  for  new  bills,  together  with  the  necessary 
supplies  for  lost  or  worn  bills,  will  find  ample  employment  for  two 
persons,  who  shall  be  devoted  to  the  issuing  of  bills.  If  the  bank  is 
enabled  by  Congress  to  facilitate  the  issuing  of  bills,  any  surplus 
which  accumulates  in  particular  districts,  will  be  destroyed  and  new 
ones  issued  to  supply  their  place,  and  circulated  when  they  are  de» 
manded.  It  is  the  practice  with  the  Bank  of  England  never  to  re« 
issue  their  bills*  It  is  not  believed,  that  any  additional  security  is  de- 
rived to  the  bank,  or  to  the  community,  from  this  practice;  it  is 
mentioned  simply  to  present  to  the  mind  of  the  committee  the  exten- 
sive means,  which  that  institution  ppssesses  of  issuing  bills*  It  is 
confidently  believed,  that  neither  the  governor  or  deputy  governor  of 
that  bank  ever  signs  a  bill*  * 

I  understand  that  the  proposition  of  the  bank,  is  to  authorize 
the  presidents  and  cashiers  of  the  various  offices  to  issue  bills  for  their 
offices  respectively.  This  proposition,  appears  to  me,  to  be  injudi- 
cious. The  multiplication  of  signatures  upon  bills,  beyond  the  ne- 
cessity of  the  case,  is  an  evil  which  ought  not  to  be  permitted.  It 
is,  however,  urged  in  favor  of  it,  that  the  bills  of  the  offices  are  in- 
tended for  local  circulation,  and  that  the  signatures  ^f  the  president 
and  cashier  of  an  office,  will  be  more  likely  to  be  known  in  their  own 
districts,  than  those  of  the  president  and  cashier  of  the  bank  itself. 
This  argument  is  specious  rather  than  solid.  Not  one  man  in  an 
hundred  who  receives  bills  or  notes  of  the  bank,  can  have  any  other 
knowledge  of  the  handwriting  of  the  persons  whose  names  are  sign  • 
ed  upon  the  bills,  than  that  which  they  derive  from  the  frequent  ex* 
amination  and  comparison  of  the  signatures  upon  the  bills  which  they 
receive.  It  is,  moreover,  manifest  from  what  has  already  been  stated,and 
it  is  established  by  universal  experience,  that  bills  issued  at  the  offi- 
ces, will  circulate  in  the  most  distant  parts  of  the  nation  from  the 
place  of  their  issue.  As  the  organization  of  the  bank  becomes  more 
perfect,  and  the  principles  upon  which  it  acts,  becomes  more  exten- 
sively known— as  it  will  by  experience  be  enabled  to  correct  the  ec- 
centricities of  its  offices,  and  discard  any  errors  which  its  own  direc* 


tors  lAajr,  from  inadrcfrttfiice,  or  from  86md  retl  or  suppoted  prea* 
3ure,  hive  Cv^mmttted,  the  circolation  of  its  bills  will  becone  gene- 
nly  and  the  i<le^*  of  locality  be  eotirety  laid  aside.  It  would,  fberefotei 
hi  ttif  htioible  Oi^T.-iion,  beanwise  to'permit  the  presidents  and  cashiers 
of  tht^  oflke^  to  Ksue  bills  under  their  own  signatures  alone.  Two 
officers  whose  time  >flfhoukl  be  exclusively  devoted  to  signing  of  bills 
and  notes,  widi  the  occasional  aid  which  they  would  receive  from  the 
president  and  cashier  of  the  bank,  in  signing  bills  of  large  denomina- 
tions^ would  give  to  the  bank  all  the  facilities,  which  a  due  regard  lo 
flier  interest  of  ^hc  cotnmunity  can  require. 

In  closing  this  cx>mrounication,  it  may  be  proper  to  state,  that 
ilkdependent  of  the  convenience  of  the  community,  and  the  interest 
of  the  bank,  the  government  itself  has  a  direct  interest  in  conferring; 
ttpim  the  bank,  the  authority  of  issuing  notes  and  biHsy  with  more 
fiteility  than  it  at  present  enjoys.  According  to  existing  laws,  specie, 
and  the  bills  and  notes  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  are  alone  re« 
teivable  in  all  payments  to  the  government.  It  requires  ik>  argument 
to  prove,  that  the  contributions  of  various  kinds  required  by  the  go- 
vernment from  the  citizens,  cannot,  at  this  time,  be  paid  in  specie. 
It  is  not  in  the  power  of  Congress  to  give  to  its  citizens  this  ability. 
An  act  of  Congress  win  not  bring  from  foreign  regions,  the  gold  and 
silver  coin  necessary  to  effect  this  object.  But  it  can  cause  to  be  put 
in  circulation  a  sufficiency  of  what  it  has  made  a  legal  tender,  to  ena- 
tde  the  citizens  who  niay  owe  the  government,  to  discharge  their 
debts.  That  the  necessary  supply  of  this  currency  has  not  been  fur- 
nished, is  notoriously  manifest — that  the  failtu'e  to  furnish  this  sup** 
ply,  has  been  the  result  of  the  incapacity  of  the  bank  to  sign  bilb, 
according  to  the  provisions  of  the  charter,  has,  I  trust,  been  satis-^ 
fiictorily  established. 

I'be  bill  now  upon  your  table  for  relief  of  the  purchasers  of  pub- 
lic land,  b,  in  a  considerable  degree,  the  result  of  that  incapacity.  It  is 
certainly  true,  that  if  banks  had  not  been  improvidently  multiplied  in 
certain  sections  of  the  Union,  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  and  its  offi* 
ces,  would  have  consented  to  receive,  as  specie,  from  the  officers  of  the 
government,  the  biUs  or  notes,  of  the  local  hanks;  which  would  have, 
in  some  degree,  prevented  the  pressure  which  is  now  operating  so 
oppressively,  in  the  northwestern  section  of  the  country.  This  pa« 
per,  however,  it  must  be  recollected,  is  no  legal  tender.  It  could  be« 
come  so,  only  indinectly,  through  the  agency  of  the  bank  of  the  Unit* 
ed  States.  However  stable  the  banks  in  that  section  might  have 
been,  under  a  different  state  of  things  than  that  which  imfortunately 
exists,  the  people  would  have  been  equally  unable  as  at  present,  to  dis- 
charge their  dues  to  the  government,  according  to  law;  and  this  in- 
ability, would,  necessarily  be  ascribnble  to  the  incapacity  of  the  bank 
to  sign  the  amount  of  bills,  necessary  to  enable  the  community  to 
discharge  its  debts  to  the  government.  The  Congress  is  now  ap- 
prised of  the  emergeticy.  Specie,  and  the  bills  ot  the  bank  of  the 
United  States,  rionc  ate  receivable  at  the  Treasury.     Specie  cannot 
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be  obtaine4  for  dial  purpose*  Bills  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States, 
cannot  be  put  into  circulation  to  a  sufficient  amount  for  that  object, 
l)ecause  the  officers  of  the  banl^  are  not  able  to  sign  them,  llie  pow- 
^r  ought  to  be  given,  the  bills  of  other  banks  ought  to  be  receivable, 
or,  further  time  ought  to  be  allowed  the  public  debtor  to  make  His 
payments.  Sound  policyi  probably,  would  require  the  application  of 
the  first,  and  the  last  of  these  remedies.  The  power  of  issuing  bills 
^ith  more  facility,  would  not  afford  relief  so  promptly,  as  to  super- 
add the  necessity  of  suspending,  temporarily,  the  time  of  payment* 
The  suspension  of  payment,  unaccot3:ipanied  by  other  relief,  would 
probably  find  the  public  debtors,  at  the  expiration  of  the  suspension, 
but  little  improved  in  their  capacity  to  discharge  their  debts. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  considerations,  it  may  be  proper  to 
state,  that  lands  to  a  great  amount,  will  be  sold  in  th^  course  of  the 
summer,  autumn,  and  winter,  of  the  present  year,  in  the  Michigan 
and  Missouri  territories.  The  bills  of  the  western  banks^  which  cir- 
culate almost  exclusively  in  those  territories,  have  not  that  credit  and 
currency,  in  many  instances,  which  would  justify  their  receipt  at  the 
Trtasury,  if  the  law  permitted  it.  There  is,  therefore^  great  danger 
that  much  loss  will  be  susuined  in  the  sale  of  tho^e  lands  for  the  want 
of  a  sound  circulating  medium  in  that  section  of  the  jDnipn.  The 
losses  which  the  Treasury  has  already  incurred,  by  the  receipt  of 
bills  and  notes  of  banks  which  have  already  failed,  or,  whose  cre« 
dit  is  doubtful,  strongly  indicates  the  necessity  of  avoiding  further 
loss  from  that  source,  even  at  the  risk  of  incurring  a  greater,  in  the 
depreciated  prices  which  may  consequently  be  received  for  the  public 
lands.  It  has  already  been  ascertained*  that  of  the  special  deposites« 
received  during  the  years  1815,  an^  1816,  more  than  S250,000,  are  of 
a  description  which  justifies  the  most  ser}ous  apprehension  of  the 
eventual  loss  of  the  greatest  portion  of  that  amounu  It  is  my  duty 
to  -suggest  the  propriety  of  giving  more  efficient  remedies  agaifast 
corporate  bodies  for  the  recovery  of  debts.  The  power  of  summon- 
^og  the  debtors  of  the  corporation  as  garnishees,  as  in  cases  of  attach* 
ment  agadnst  absent  debtors,  is  respectfally  submitted  to  the  consi- 
deration of  the  committee. 

I  remain,  with  sentiments  of  the  highest  respect,  your  most  obedi- 
ent, and  very  l^umble  servant, 

YfM.  ^.  CRAWFORD. 
Qeo.  W.  Campbell, 

C,  C.  ^  Finance. 
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THE  PRBSIDBNT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

V&AS81I1TTX1VG 

4  SEPQBTFBOM  THE  SECRETJiRF  OF  WM, 

IV  COMPLIANCB 

WITH  A  RESOLUTION  OFTHE  SENATE, 

CONTAINING 

A  List  of  the  Names  of  the  several  agents  of  Indian  Aflair8»  and  of  the 
Agents  of  Indian  Trading  Houses,  with  ihe  pay  apd  emduments 
of  the  Agents  respectively. 


April  10,  i8l8» 

Printed  by  order  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 


WA«HINGTONc. 

PRIKTED  BT  E.  DE  KftAFFT. 

1818. 
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To  the  Senate  of  the  United  atatea^ 

la  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate,  requesting  me 
to  cause  to  be  laid  before  them,  a  list  of  the  names  of  the  several 
agents  of  Indian  affairs,  and  of  the  agents  of  Indian  trading  houses, 
with  the  pay  and  emolument  of  the  agents  respectively,  I  now  trans- 
mit a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  which  contains  the  informa- 
tion required. 

JAMES  MONROE. 


Washington^  April  9th,  1818^ 
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Departmeni  of  War^ 

Ut  Aprils  ISia. 

Secretarv  of  War,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  of 
e,  requesting  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  cause  to 
;fore  them,  ^^  a  list  of  the  names  of  the  several  a|;ents  of 
airs,  and  of  the  agents  of  Indian  trading^  houses,  together  with 
ind  emoluments  of  each  of  said  agents,"  has  the  honor  to 
papers  A.  and  B*  which  furnish  the  information  required  by 
ition. 

J.  C.  CALBtOUlV. 

ident  of  the  United  Stafe^. 


7 
A. 


1183] 


r  Indian  Agei^y  xvUh  the  Balary^  t^th  attotoed  ta  each. 


NAMES. 


Salary  perann.  &c. 


dolls. 


Rationi  &  pay. 


Mlitchelly  Creek  agent, 
MeigSf  Cherokee  agent, 
ee,  Choctaw  agent, 
iiteau,  agent,  St.  Louis, 
do.  Arkansaw, 

raham,  do.  Illinois  Territory, 
louilvine,  do.  Prairie  du  Chien, 
son  Jamison,  do.  Natchitoches, 
mett,  do.  Chicago, 
yer,  do.  Green  Bay, 
:.  Puthuff,  do.  Mackinac, 
'osey,  do.  Vincennes, 
irburne,  Ghitkasaw  agent, 

kickney,  agent,  Fort  Wayne,  Ohio, 
ston,  do*  nqua,  do 

Hendeau,  sub  agent,  Peoria^ 
l^orsyth,  do* 
lard,  do. 
isa,  do. 
odfrey,  do. 
%^^gg9»  ^o.  Detroit, 


ison,  do.  Fort  Madison, 

rish,  do.  Canandaigua,  N.Y* 

Parke,  do. 

Hawkins,  do. 

ouston,  do.  Cherokee  natioq, 

dfrey  Cook,  do.  Chickadaw  do. 


2,00013 


1,000 
1,000 
1,200 
1,200 
1,000 
1,300 
1,200 
1,000 
1,000 
1,000 
1,000 
1,000 


750 
750 
800 
600 
600 
547 
500 
500 


S365,  in  lieu 
of  subsistence; 

4 

4 


900 
450 
480 
500 
1,000 
1,000 


1  or  g  72  per 
annum  in  lien 
thereoff 


Department  of  War^  let  Jfirii^  1818. 

s-^Indian  agents  have  been  allowed  rations,  or  money  in 
>f,  in  addition  to  their  annual  compensation:  and,  in  some 
allowance  has  been  made  for  a  servant,  and  forage  for  a 
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To  the  8enaie  of  t^he  United  States. 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  respecting  the 
supplies  of  the  northwestern  army,  within  certain  periods  therein 
specified^  by  contractors,  commissaries,  and  agents,  and  the  expenses 
thereby  incurred,  I  now  transmit  to  them  a  report  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  which,  with  the  documents  accompanying  it,  will  af- 
ford the  information  required* 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Jpril  tOthf  1818. 
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To  the  Senate  of  t^he  United  States. 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  respecting  the 
supplies  of  the  northwestern  army,  within  certain  periods  therein 
specified^  by  contractors,  commissaries,  and  agents,  and  the  expenses 
thereby  incurred,  I  now  transmit  to  them  a  report  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  which,  with  the  documents  accompanying  it,  will  af- 
ford the  information  required* 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Jpril  lOthf  1818. 


t"4] 


BfpartmerU  of  War^ 

SitI  Mtn^h,  1818. 

nnie  Secretary  of  War,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  of 
the  Senate^  of  the  iOth  of  February)  1817,  requesting  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  them, 

^*  Ist.  The  number  of  complete  rations  and  parts  of  rations  is- 
sued by  the  commissaries  of  the  northwestern  army,  from 
the  1st  of  September,  1819,  to  the  31st  of  May,  1813; 

^*  8d.  The  number  of  rations  and  parts  of  rations  issued  by  the 
contractors  for  the  same  period; 

<^  3d.  The  number  of  rations  and  parts  of  rations  issued  by  the 
commissaries  to  said  army,  from  the  31st  of  May,  1813,  to 
the  1st  of  June,  1814; 

^*  4th.  llie  number  of  rations  and  parts  of  rations  issued  by  the 
contractors  for  the  same  period; 

^^  5ch.  The  amo\int  of  provisions  bought  by  the  commissaries 
and  public  agents  for  said  army,  for  each  of  the  periods 
aforesaid;  the  whole  expense  of  such  purchases,  with  the 
wages  paid  to  commissaries  and  agents;  the  expense  of 
transportation,  and  all  incidental  expenses  incurred  by  this 
mode  of  supplying  the  army; 

f^  6th.  The  whole  amount  of  money  paid  to  the  contractors  for 
supplying  the  army  for  each  of  the  periods  aforesaid; 

^^  7tb.  The  whole  amount  of  provisions  turned  over  by  the  con- 
tractors on  the  1st  of  June,  1814,  to  the  United  States,  and 
by  the  United  States  to  other  contractors  within  that  year; 

^<  8th.  The  amount  of  money  advanced  in  the  winter  of  1814, 
and  1815,  by  oider  of  Gen.  Macomb,  at  Detroit,  to  the 
commissary,  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  provisions  on 
the  allegation  of  an  anticipated  failure  by  the  contractors; 
$he  amount  of  money  actually  paid  in  the  pi^rchase  of  such 
provisions,  with  a  detailed  account,  as  far  as  practicable,  of 
the  price  of  the  different  articles; 

^^  9th.  I'he  amount  of  the  last  mentioned  provisions  delivered 

to  the  contractors,  or  issued  to  the  army,  particularizing  in 

each  case,*' 

has  the  honor  to  transmit  documents  ^,  Bi,  and  C,  furnished  by  Rt<* 

chard  Cutts,  B^q.  late  superintendent  general  of  military  supplies, 

j|od  by  the  2d  and  9d  auditors  of  the  Treasury^ 

J,  C.  CALHOUN, 

The  President  of  the  United  States-. 


tw^a 


Superintendeni  OeneraPs  Office^ 

Washington^  Feb. «,  1817. 

am, 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  id  obedience  to  the  resolution  of 
the  Senate,  of  the  11th  inst.  a  general  abstract  of  the  provisions  is- 
sued to  the  northwestern  army,  from  the  1st  of  September,  1812^  to 
die  Slst  of  May,  1813,  and  from  the  81st  of  Mav,  1813,  to  the  Ist  of 
Junci  1814,  so  far  as  the  returns  have  been  maue  to  this  office. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Tery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BICHARD  CUTTS,  8.G.M.8. 


Otorge  Graham^  Eaq. 

Acting  Secretary  of  War* 
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MESSAGE 


FROM 

THE  PRESIDENT  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

tRANSMXTTIUll 

^  REPORT  FROM  THE  SECRETARY  OF  TV  All, 

IN   COMPLIAirCB 

WITH  A  RESOLUTION  OF  THE  SENATE, 

RESP£OTIN<^ 

The  SuppIi^B  of  the  Northwestern  Armj,  within  certain  periods  tliege- 
m  specified,  by  Contractors,  Commissaries,  and  Agents,  and  the 
lexpeiise  thereby  incurred* 


April  10,  1818. 
Printed  by  order  of  tJie  Senate  of  die  United  States, 


WASHINGTON: 

fniNTKI)    RY    E.    1>E   KKAFFT^ 

1818. 
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Th  ihe  Benak  of  the  United  StaUs. 

In  eompGance  with  a  reBolution  of  the  Senate,  respecting  the 
supplies  of  the  noithwestern  army,  within  certain  periods  therein 

Secified,  by  contractoi^,  commissaries,  and  agents,  and  the  expenses 
erebjr  incurred,  I  now  transmit  to  them  a  rtport  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  which,  with  the  documents  accompanying  it,  will  af» 
ford  the  information  reqiured. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
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B. 

Treasury  Bepartmenty 

2d  Auditor^  Office^  March  28, 1818. 

SIR, 

I  have  the  honor  to  present  you  a  statement  called  for  by  a  re- 
solution of  the  Senate,  of  the  10th  February,  1817,  showing  the 
amount  of  money  advanced,  in  the  winters  of  1815-^16,  by  order 
of  Gen.  M'Comb,  at  Detroit,  to  the  commissary,  for  the  purpose  of 
purchasing  provisions,  on  the  allegation  of  an  anticipated  failure  of 
the  contractors;  exhibiting  the  cost  of  the  provisions,  and  the  distri- 
bution thereof. 

I  beg  leave  to  observe,  that  I  have  not  been  called  on  for  this 
statement  until  within  these  few  days,  it  having  been  sent,  by  mistake, 
to  the  3d  Auditor;  which  will  account  for  the  apparent  delay  in  fur- 
nishing it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

*  Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


YTM*  \JSXf 


The  hon.  J.  C.  Calhoun^ 

Secretary  of  War* 
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IN  SENATE 
THE  UNITED  STATES, 

Apiiix  10,  IBIS. 


hf?  Committee,  to  whom  waa  referred  the  resolution  authorizing  a 
subscription  fOr  five  hundred  copies  of  Statistical  Annals,  pro- 
posed to  be  published  by  Adaip  Seybcrt,  and  the  purchase  of  .a 
certain  number  of  copies  of  a  Statistical  View  of  the  Commerce 
of  the  United  States,  by  Timothy  Pitkin,  beg  fe^ye  to 

BPORT: 

That  the  manuscri^pt  of  doctpr  Seyben'fe  work  hras  been  sub- 
ritted  to  their  inspection,  and  in  ttrerr  opinion  it  tombhaes  a  mass  of 
arious  and  \'^luable  facts  atid  materials,  coH^cted  with  thorough 
iligence  from  autheatte  documents,  lucitKy^^cf  conveniently  ar- 
mged  and  methodized.  Its  main  objc^ct  appears  to  be  to  furnish 
dmplete  information  as  to  the  past  and  present  stateof  the  population, 
avigation,  commerce,  tnanufactures,  army,  navy,  public  lands,  and 
nances  of  the  United  States,  and  a  series  of  important  facts  in  rela- 
on  to  these  and  other  connected  subjects,  is  condensed  into  tabular 
>rm8  and  statements,  e:^hibiting  in  one  view  an  entire  and  compara* 
ive  history  of  each  subject.  To  this  work  much  time,  indiistr^,  and 
bility  must  have  been  devoted;  and  it  forms,  a  vast  depository  of  in« 
ormation,  the  whole  of  which  is  useful  and  interesting,  and  some  of 
rhich,  from  the  conflagration  of  the  public  offices,  and  other  untoward 
:vents,  is  now,  perhaps,  no  where  else  preserved.  It  mustbe^ppa* 
ent  then,  that  this  work  must  be  deemed  necessary  and  acceptable  to 
'Very  functionary  of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  either  in 
ts  administrative  or  legislative  departments.  It  was  principally  for 
heir  use  the  work  was  designed.  It  will  expedite  and  facilitate  the 
performance  of  their  respective  duties,  and  it  is  therefore  natural  and 
roper,  that  it  should  receive  their  protection  and  encourage  me  nt« 
t  appears  to  the  committee  altogether  hopeless,  that  the  publication 
I  these  Statistical  Annals  can  otherwise  be  obtained.  Jt  will  not  be 
^dertaken  by  the  author  at  his  own  risk.  From  the  variety  of  nu- 
^*^cal  tables,  the  expense  of  printing  would  consiflciiii)!}  exceed 
*^  of  ordinary  books,  and  as  profit  cannot  be  expected  irom  the 
'^  of  a  work,  which  from  its  nature  can  never  be  itL^c^xvAKv^^^'sft- 


tl^5]  2 

popular,  there  is  no  inducement  to  etimulate  the  enterprise  of  a  book- 
seller. Works  of  a  similar  description  in  other  countries,  have  fre- 
quently been  published  at  the  national  charge,  and  surely  there  is 
something  in  the  nature  of  our  liberal  institutions,  that  ought  to  in- 
duce us  as  freely  as  any  other  nation,  to  give  publicity  to  sdl  we  have 
done,  as  fully  to  develop  the  principles  of  our  policy,  and  to  i^scertain 
as  clearly  the  causes  of  our  prosperity.  And  it  mav  be  added,  that 
the  best  mode  of  deriving  benefit  from  experience,  of  rendering  what 
is  valuable  in  our  system  of  political  economy,  perittanent,  and  of  re* 
formiog  what  is  injudicious  and  erroneous,  can  best  be  suggested  by 
a  systematic  collation  of  the  fasts  aii4  principles,  on  which  that  sj^s* 
tem  is  established.  ' 

The  most  of  the  foregoing  remarks  wre  likewise  strictly  applica- 
ble to  Mr.  Pitkin's  published  work,  edtitled  Commercial  Statistics 
bf  the  United  States.  It  is  a  work  6f  undoubted  merit  and  utility, 
its  facts  are  drawn  from  authentic  official  documei^ts,  and  its  numeri* 
4^al  ubles  and  calculations  exhibit  great  industry  and  accuracy  of  re- 
search. It  is  understood,  that  intrinsically  valuable  as  this  work  is, 
it  has  produced  Uttie  or  no  profit  to  the  publisher  or  the  author,  and 
it  appears  to  the  committee  it  would  be  unjust  and  ungrateful  to  dis- 
tinguish one  of  these  works  by  the  praise  and  patronage  of  CongresSi 
and  leave  the  other  upnoticed  and  umrowarded.  The  committee'are 
therefore  of  opinikMi^  that  a  subscription  for  both  the^e  works  oiq;bt 
to  be  authorizrdt  and  report  a  bill  Mr  duitfStfpopi^. 


II5BJ 


Df  BENAllB 

THE  UKITBD  STATES, 

AniL  14,  «8is: 

Mt.  Honey  seubmitted  the  fbHowittg  modoo  for  eonsidettitioiU 

Re$ohed^  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  procure,  aad  lay 
before  the  Senate  of  the  Uaited  States,  immediately  after  the  com«» 
nencement  of  the  next  session  of  Congress,  a  statement  showing  what 
sum  was  actually  pidd  by  the  subecribers,  on  account  of  the  capital 
stock  of  the  fiank  of  the  United  States,  at  the  seveml  times  of  pay« 
ftient  prescribed  by  the  charter,  in  gold  and  silver  coin,  and  what  sum 
in  the  ftinded  debt  of  the  United  States.  Abo,  showing  the  amount 
cf  ^  capital  stock  of  the  said  bank,  as  the  same  may  then  be,  speci- 
fying what  proportion  thereof  is  of  gold  and  silver  coin,  and  what  pro* 
portion  is  of  the  funded  debt.  Also,  showing  the  amount  of  di^ 
debts  due  to  the  said  bank,  mcifying  the  amount  due  atPhiladelphia^ 
and  the  amount  due  at'Hie  olfeea  of  discount  and  deposite,  respective- 
fy.  Also,  showing  the  amoust  of  the  money  deposited,  specUying 
the  amount  thereof  deported  aft  Philadelphia,  and  the  amount  depo* 
sited  at  the  offices  of  discount  and  deposite,  respecdvely,  and  discri- 
fltiinating  between  die  amount  of  the  deposites  made  by  individuals^ 
and  the  amount  made  on  account  of  the  public.  Also,  showing  the 
notes  in  circuktton,  specifying  the  amount  payable  at  the  bank  in  Flii^ 
ladelphia,  and  the  amouat  payable  at  tfie  ofices  o^  discount  and  depo- 
eite,  respectively« 
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IN  SENATE 

THE  UNITED  STATES, 

AniL  14)  1818. 

The  Committee  of  Claims  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Sa« 
muel  Bmich,  attorney  for  Elisha  Allen, 

REPORT: 

The  petitioner  asks,  on  the  behalf  of  his  principal,  who  was  an  en- 
sign in  a  brigade  of  militia,  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  during 
the  late  war,  in  which  he  acted  as  deputy  wagon  master,  pay  for  the 
lasi  mentioned  service.  , 

The  Third  Auditor  has  endorsed  the  petitioners  papers  as  foU  . 
lows:  ^^  Elish  Allen  has  been  paid  as  an  ensign,  on  Uie  rolls  for  the 
period  charged  as  acting  wagon  master  to  a  brigade.    No  allowance 
can  be  made  by  me  in  addition  to  his  pay  and  emoluments  as  an  offi* 
cer  in  the  line,  as  already  paid  to  him." 

As  no  evidence  has  been  offered  to  the  committee,  to  justify  them 
in  making  a  report  different  from  the  general  principle,  submit  the 
followiog  resolution: 

Besolvedf  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  grant* 
ed.        «r  .  .  * 


1 


:         \ 
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IN  SENATE       .,    ; 
THE  UNITBD  STATES, 

AraXL  15,  1818*  - 

lfr«  Cbldsbotough  submitted  Ae  fpllowbg  modoa  for  conttde- 
itioo: 

B£9ohed^  Tliat  the  PresideDt  of  the  United  States  be  requested 
>  direct  the  proper  officer  to  lay  before  the  Senate,  at  an  early  pe- 
od  of  their  next  session,  a  list  of  the  useless  offices  of  the  customs, 
ith  the  name  oPtbeir  offidcrs,  salaries,  emoluments,  and  khe  phcea 
here  held,  specifying  such  as  it  may  be  proper  to  suppress  and  dis- 
liar|;e,  in  consequence  of  their  unproductiveness,  the  inconsideraUe 
snoces  renderedi  or  of  any  other  cause*     . 
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LETTER 


raou 
TfiB  8B0RBTARY  OF  THE  TREASURY, 

TRAHtHlTTlVO, 

IN  OBEDIENCE  TO  A  RESOLUTION 

OF 

TBE    SEJ^ATf^,     OF    THE    FOURTH  IJ^STJJ^TT, 

THE 

Amoant  of  the  Funded  Debt  of  the  United  States,  bearing  an  inte- 
rest at  seven,  six,  and  three  per  cent,  which  has  been  paid  bj  the 
enbscribeni  towards  the  capital  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
distinnishing  the  amonnt  of  each,  which  has  been  paid  upon  the 
serenu  instalments;  stating  flie  sums  and  species  ot  futded  debt 
sold  by  the  Bank;  how  muck  thereof  was  reueemed  by  the  United 
States;  how  much  has  been  sold  without  the  United  States;  and 
how  much  is  now  held  by  the  Bank. 


AniL  iS,  1818. 
Printed  by  order  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 


WASHINGTON: 

PRINTED  BT  E.   D£   KHAFFT« 

1818. 


\ 
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Treasury  Department^' 

Uth  of  Jtpril^  1818. 

In  obedience  to  ft  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  4th  instant,  re- 
ng  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasnty  to  report  to  the  Senate,  the 
int  of  the  funded  debt  of  the  United  States,  bearing  an  interest 
ven,  six,  and  three  per  cent,  which  has  been  paid  by  the  subscri* 
towards  the  capital  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  distinguish* 
tie  amount  of  each  which  has  been  paid  up  on  the  several  instal* 
s;  stating  the  sums  and  species  of  funded  debt  sold  by  the  bank; 
much  thereof  was  redeemed  by  the  United  States;  how  much  has 
sold  without  the  United  States;  and  how  much  is  now  held  by 
laak,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  statements  A  and  B,  and 
parts  of  the  correspondence  between  this  department  and  the 
dent  of  the  bank,  as  relates  to  this  subject;  which,  together,  fur- 
all  the  information  required  by  the  resolution,  which  it  is  in  the 
r  of  the  department  to  furnish. 

It  may  be  proper  honjrever  to  observe,  that  the  bank  had  sent  to 
»pe  two  millions  of  the  funded  d^t  which  had  been  paid  by  the 
:ribers,  which  was  intended  to  be  sold  or  pledged  for  the  purpose 
using  specie.  When  the  redemption  of  the  stock  held  by  the 
was  about  to  be  effected,  it  was  not  knowi^  whether  the  whole,  or , 
»art  of  the  stock  in  Europe,  had  been  sold.  The  board  of  direc- 
:ontended,  that  stock  sold  by  the  bank  without  the  United  States^ 
aformity  with  the  charter,  could  not  be  redeemed  at  the  will^f 
ovetnment;  and  that,  as  it  was  probable  that  the  stock  then  in 
pe  had  been  sold  or  pledged,  it  could  not  be  redeemed.  This 
ruction  was  rejected  by  the  Treasury;  but  an  offer  was  made,  to 
ire  from  the  bank  an  equal  amount  of  the  same  kind  of  stock,  pro* 
1  the  bank  would,  as  ttie  agent. of  the  commissioners  of  the  sink* 
ind,  purchase  it  At  its  own  expense,  and  deliver  it  at  par  to  the 
mment.  This  proposition  was  accepted  by  the  bank,  and  hai 
carried  into  effect. 

rhe  only  sum  remainiog  in  the  hands  of  the  bapk,  subject  to. re* 
itionatthe  willotthe  govemment/is  the  S421,668  58,  admittel 
in  the  hands  of  the  bank  by  the  letter  of  the  president,  markel 

This  amount  will  be  immediately  redeemed,  according  to  the 
sions  of  the  charter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Your  most  obc4ieot  and 
Very  humble  servant, 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD, 

JoAnOaillard^ 

Ve^iWentpro  tempore  of  the  Serhaie. 
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A/ 


Tbe  Register  begs  leave  to  report  to  die  Secretary  of  ike  TreMstj» 
that  the  fufi4ed  debt  pf  the  United  8^im%  oi|  ii^  »ifl  |ke^(tinker, 
1817,  is  abated  |tt  tb(s  ifpl|owiog  auoKi; 

Dolls.    Cu. 

Six  per  cent,  stock  7Q,011«681  74 

miree  per  cent,  stock  15,4^^2  35 

Seven  per  cenu  ^ck  8,MQ,|t79  49 

' ' '   .■:■  .■  ■■  %nA<^w R 

That  the  following  snma  itere  extinguished  of  the 

poUic  funded  daU,  1^  payments  made  by  the 

subscribers  toamvd^  tb^  ^pital  of  ^e  Stank  of 

the.  Unite(^  Slates: 
Six  per  cent,  stQjDks  Sit^71,«56  24 

Three  per  cent,  stockf  2^3,te2i  45 

Seven  per  cenu  stocks  332|984  60 

Old  six  per  cent,  and  deferred 

stocks,  ^nredeenledaltlQa9$  107,916  9S 


1M6S^79  M 


That  the  statement  from  die  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  which  accomp^Miies  this  report,  and  res- 
pectfully referred  to,  exhibits  the  amount  receiy* 
ed  from  the  subsiuribf  i[s  to  the  said  institution 
on  account  of  the  sevenil  iostalmentSt  and  exhi* 
bits  the  sum  and  species  of  fundeddebt  sold  by  the 
banl[  without  the  United  States,  and  of  the  fepla* 
cing  of  the  same  by  purchase,  and  included  in 
the  sum  herein  stated  of  011,471,256  24  ai^ 
per  cent,  stocks,  as  more  particularly  explained 
by  the  bank  in  their  AOta  at  the  foot  of  the  said 
V     statement. 

That  the  foregoing  sums  of       -        •        •        -      $9%t06,82S  5f 

and     I4405,a79  24 

With  the  Bve  per  cent,  loiin  of    •        •        •        »  7/MI0|QOO 

And,  extinguished  by  purchases  (other  than  the  in* 
stalmenu  paid  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
before  stated,)  per  agents,  as  accounts  setded  at 
the  Treasury,  amounting  to  1^16,725  86 

Add  reimbursements  of  old  six  and  deferred  stocks, 

in  1817 1,603,998  34 

And  temporary  loanS)  pmd  off  in  1817  •        •  550,000 

1(116,592,927     2 


Dedact  the  amount  o£  atoeV  \waftA.K«L^^T^t»^ 
tion  of  Treasury  Sotta  Vjidifc  ^tax  V%U 


^ 


5  [1893 

Letres  the  tmount  of  die^ftmddd  debt  on  the  ist 
January,  Mi7,  iodudiog  temporary  loans,  as 
aiated  on  the  Mb  MovembeTi  1617,  and  referred 
to  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Trensory  in  his  re- 
port,  dated  the  5th  Deceiaber,  1917,  to  Con* 
gresi   '      «.        »         •         .         -         •  B115,807,805  4t 

Respectfully  submitted* 

JOSEPH  irOUBSE,  £f^fer. 

ttcgiMtcrU  (^ce,  ^tl  14,  ISIS. 


NoTB««-It  will  be  perceived  upon  a  comparisoi^  of  the  statement 
by  the  Bank  of  the  pnited  States  with  thb  statement,  that  there 
ii  a  rariatkm  in  Uie  amount  of  the  6  per  cent*  of  S^3,767  13,  8tate4 
lr«#  by  the  banks,  than  in  this  statement,  and  which,  on  re^^examina- 
tion,  may  alfect  die  balance  of  stock  remaining  in  the  poi^session  of 
the  bank,  in  6  per  cent*  staled  at  ^316,589  33* 


[189]  6 

(Copy*)  ^  .       .; 

\     Treasury  Bepai^imim^ 

JiineaOih^  1817^ 
SIR, 

To  enable  the  commiasioners  of  the  sinking  fund  to  redeeai  the 
funded  debt  held  by  the  bank,  M  will  be  necessary  to  transmit  to  cUi 
office,  a  descriptive iibt«  Qhowiog  th^  amount  of  the  different  descrip- 
tions in  its  possession. 

Upon  the  receipt  of  this  list,  warrants^will  issue  at  the  Tireiiliry 
in  favor  of  the  bank,  bearing  date  on  the  6rst  day  of  July,  of  Ae  pit- 
aent  year.  The  warrants  for  the  amount  sent  to  £urope  aoddi* 
rected  lo  be  sold,  will  be  transmitted  to  the  bank,  as  soon  as  it  slulU 
have  completed  the  purchase  of  atk  equal  amotint.  .  /f    ^    . 

An  impression  has  hitherto  prevailed,  that  the  seven ;pec -^Mitf 
stock  subscribed  to  the-bank,  could  not  be  redeemed  mder  ;thi&«zisi* 
ing  law,  as  the  rate  to  whieh  the  ^commissioners  are  limited  in^-dieir 
purchases,  ib  below  that  to  which  it  was  subscribed.  Jto  the;  baiik;,^|>ut 
upon  a  more  deliberate  examination  of  the  proviatonsof  the  UMrd^aeCf 
tion  of  the  act  to  provide  for  the  reduction  of  the  public  dept,  doubu 
have  arisen  on  the  subject.  The  use  q£  the  words  ^^purchaae  and  re- 
demption," in  that  section,  presents  rather  a  confused  ide%»  as  there 
IS  a  manifect  distinction  between  the  terms,  both  ia  dieory  and 
practice. 

llie  question  will  be  more  deliberately  examined,  and  the  result 
communicated  to  the  bank  before  the  warrants  are  issued. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.  &c« 
(Signed)  WM.  H.  CRAl^ORD. 

triiliam  Jone^^  Esj, 

Prrsidtnt  ofU.  8,  Bank. 


1 


No,  2. 
(Copy.) 

Bank  of  the  United  Slates, 

SdJuIi/j  ISIST 
SIR, 

1  have  had  t\\^  ^^otkOT  \o  tecw^  '^'w«  Itiitr  of  the  30th  oft. 
U}sd   now  transuVu  me  cudo^tt^  d^%cx\v<\wi.\\%\^l  >iwc.V^^ 


r 
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I    beld  by  the  buk,  agreeably  to  your  request;  which  list,  includes  the 
'    two  uuUioos  sent  by  Mr.  Serg^^t,  to  wit: 

In  6  per  cent  stock  of  1814,        «  -  7,236  83 

Bitto                      1815,         -  -  39^86  82 

Ditto               11  Riillion  loan  -  329,450  00 

1^           .  .Ditto                 7i       ditto  -  122,176  64 

Ditto               16         ditto  -  926,068  34 

^                               Ditto               to         ditto  ..  68,376  2r 

^                      Ditto                6         ditto  -  153,804  90 


S2,000»000  00 

Owing  to  the  irregularity  of  some  of  the  commissioaers,  the 
negligence  of  others,  and  the  want  of  inforiiiation  from  some  of  the 
lean  oAceSv  >s  to  the  commissioners  by  whom  the  stock  was  trans- 
'  mttced  in  order  to  be  transferred  to  the  bank,  the  amount  of  the 
funded  debt  is  yet  imperfect,  aud  not  suflh:iently  defined  to  enable 
'  #le  iHiiik  to  give  an  accurate  detailed  list*  In  many  cases,  surplus 
^  stemffaire  been  delivered  to  the  commissioners,  owing  to  the  distance 

*  between^the  places  of  subscription  and  the  loan  offices;  and  in  many 
of  thcKe  cases,  the  commissioners  have  Erroneously  transferred  the 
"WlKde  ansonnt  to  the  bank,  instead  of  the  specific  sum  prescribed, 

•  aed  of  course  the  bank  will  have  to  re -transfer  these  surplnsses  to  the 
aobscribers.  In  other  cases,  deficiencies  appear,  and  until  these  er« 
rors  can  be  corrected,  the  statement  will  exhibit  but  an  approximation 
which  however  cannot  be  for  from  the  truth. 

Some  funded  debt  will  no  doubt  be  paid  on  account  of  the  third 
instalment,  and  as  soon  as  it  may  be  practicable  to  furnish  a  complete 
and  correct  statement  of  the  whole  of  the  funded  debt,  received  on 
account  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  bask,  it  shall  be  transmitted  to  the 
department.  The  paper  herewith  enclosed,  and  the  explanations 
which  I  have  the  honor  now  to  submit,  will  exhibit  all  the  informa- 
tion on  the  subject)  which  it  is  at  this  time  in  die  power  of  the  bank 
Co  afford* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

With  great  respect,  sir. 

Tour  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  W.  JONES, 

FresidcnL 

Tht  Bon.  W.  &  Crawford, 

•      Beer etary  of  the  Treasury. 


\ 


j[l893 


Neil* 
7rilEA&l]BT  DEPSatllENT. 

SIR, 

By  referriDg  to  your  sUiteiticiit  tS  tht  bank  bf  die  Uniled  BMet 
of  the  SSd  ult.,  it  appears  that  there  ia  in  posstastoo  of  the  bttiki 
funded  debt  of  the  United  Statea  of  various  descrij^tiotia,  four  hun- 
dred and  tweoty-ooa  thouaand  alx  hundred  aAd  iizff-eightllollan 
fifty-eight  cents*  As  the  sane  atatement  pfeaents  ali  jtcin  of  fuadad 
debt  pledged  aa  security  for  bills  and  notes  discounted^  it  is  pnsumed 
that  the  fbrmer  must  be  stock  paid  to  the  bank  by  tlM»  subserilMn. 
The  amount  held  in  Europe  ia  also  stated  to  be  8^0i4%t64  S6.  I 
will  thank  you  to  iafann  nw  a^  early  as  possible^  whtslbar  ik^  first 
item,  and  the  diflerenca  between  the  last  menttoned  a««S|  and 
9,000.000  is  not  stock  held  by  the  bank  subiect  ro  the  ri^hi  ^  wdci^- ' 
tion,  second  to  the  Unified  States  under  the  charter. 

1  wUi  also  thank  you  to  give  me  anch  inforoiaiion  in  cj—fm nitty 
with  the  enclosed  resolution  of  the  Senatie  as  you  ean  raadily  ftiraish. 

1  am,  ft(c. 

William  Jones^  Esquire^ 
Frestdtnt  gf  the  bafdt  qfihe  United  States. 


No.  k. 
(Copy.) 
Bank  tfffit  United  ISiaieSf  April  9, 1818. 

SIR, 

'  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  0th  inatant^  and 
hasten  to  submit  the  information  therein  required. 

The  statement  herewith  enclosed  contains  all  the  information 
required  by  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  4th  instant^  and  also 
exhibits  the  actual  amount  of  the  balance  of  funded  debt  subscribed 
by  individiials,  companies,  and  corporations,  to  the  capital  of  fte 
hank,  and  now  remaining  in  its  possession,  redeeaAaUe  at  the  will  of 
the  government. 

'i1ie  statement  of  the  23d  iitiimo,  to  which  you  refer,  exhibits 
ihc  sum  of  8421,668  hB^  which  is  the  actual  value  of  the  balance 
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abovementioaedy  reduced  according  to  the  rates  at  which  the  several 
species  of  stock  were  subscribed. 

The  item  in  the  same  statement,  designated  ^^bills  discounted  on 
personal  security  and  pledged  funded  debt,''  is  stock  belonging  to, 
and  standing  in  tbe  names  of,  the  borrowers,  and  held  by  the  bank 
as  collateral  security  for  the  payment  of  their  respective  obligations. 

The  amount  suted  to  be  pledged  in  Europe,  is  the  two  millions 
of  six  per  cent,  stock,  originally  pledged  and  ordered  to  be  sold  in  Lon- 
don. The  sale  bad  not  been  finally  closed  at  the  last  dates  received, 
^ttt  was  progressing  as  fast  as  the  partial  demand  for  our  stocks  would 
admit;  me  last  price  quoted  is  104  J -S,  including  dividend.  This 
item,  in  the  statements  of  the  bank  retidered  to  the  Treasury,  re- 
mains unidtered,  waiting  for  the  final  account  of  sales,  and  the  orders 
to  transfer  the  balance  of  the  stock  to  the  European  purchasers. 

The  254,264  26,  included  in  that  item',  is  not  in  fact  funded 
4ebt,  but  the  premium  paid^  by  the  bank  on  the  two  millions  pur- 
chased under  the  compromise  with  the  commissioners  of  the  jinking 
.^fuiid,  and  charged  in  that  item,  until  the  final  account  of  the  sale  of 
^  the  two  millions  in  London  shall  be  received;  from  which,  it  is  hoped, 
the  bank  may  be  reimbursed* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

"With  the  highest  respect,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  W.  JONES, 

President. 

The  actuaUvalue  of  the  stock  described  in  the  last  item  of  the 
enclosed  statement,  at  the  rate  at  which  it  was  sqbscribcd,  is 
2436,156  54;  the  difference  between  this  sum  and  that  in  the  state- 
ment of  the  23d  ultimo,  gl4,487  116,  is  not  regularly  accounted  for 
by  the  commissioners,  but  the  v/hole  is  included  in  the  statement  now 
rendered. 

The  hon.  Wm.  EL  Crawford^ 

SecreUiry  of  the  Treimiry- 
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m  SENATE 


OF 


THE  UNITED  STATES, 

AfbIL  16,  1818* 

Mr.  Tait  submitted  the  fottowing  motioii  for  consideratioii: 

Besohed^  That  the  President  of  the  IT.  S.  be  requested  to  cause 
to  be  laid  before  the  Senate,  as  early  as  possible  in  the  next  session,  a 
fiiU  statement  respecting  the  navy  pension  fond;  specifying,  particu- 
laily,  the  captures  from  which  the  said  fond  has  been  formed,  how 
much  from  each,  and  at  what  times  received;  in  what  stocks  the 
moneys  belonging  to  said  fund  have  been  vested,  at  what  times,  and  by 
whom  as  agent;  what  has  been  the  annual  income  from  the  stocks 
bebnging  to  said  fund,  and  what  has  been  done  with  the  surplusses, 
if  any,  after  payittg  off  the  ns:vy  pensioners. 


[192] 


IN  SENATE 

om 

THE  UNITED  STATES, 

Afbil  17,  18i8« 

Mr.  lACOck  submitted  the  following  resolution,  which  was  read 
«id  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Resohedy  That  Robert  Tweedy,  Tobias  Simpson,  and  George 
Hicks,  assistanu  to  the  sergeant  at  arms  and  door  keeper  of  the  Se- 
nate, be  paid  out  of  the  contingent  fund,  two  dollars  per  day  for  each 
day  they  may  have  attended  ihe  Senate,  during  the  present  session  of 
Congress,  and  that  Charles  Hms  be  also  allowed  two  dollars  per  day 
,for  his  attendance  during  the  present  session  of  Congress. 
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IN  SENATE 


OF 


THE  UNITED  STATES, 

AfrIL  18, 1818. 

Mr.  Johnson  submitted  the  following  motion  for  consideration: 

Mtiohed^  That  the  reports  of  the  commissioner^  for  the  dis* 
tricu  East  and  West  of  Pearl  river,  in  West  Florida,  relative  to  iand 
claims,  together  with  the  memorials,  petitions,  and  other  papers,  ad- 
dressed  to  the  Senate  upon  the  same  subject,  be  referred  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  and  that  he  be  directed  to  report  a  plan  to  the 
Senate  at  their,  next  session,  for  the  adjustment  of  the  claims  to  land 
in  the  said  districts* 
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